Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
February 25, 2014

(February 24, 2014 meeting canceled due to inclement weather)
7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Mike Bartel, and Marla Reed. 

Jack Mears made a motion to excuse Ginger Kyritsis due to a medical issue. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Staff Present: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer and Town Attorney David Day. 
 

Audience Members Signed In: Carol Fabrick, John Boggs, Don Payne, Sandi Jones and Bill Pfeifer. 

Public Participation: None. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported that he had just returned from an incident on Spring Street down from the former mayor’s home to a domestic disturbance and the woman involved was arrested. 

Sergeant Kading also reported that he is currently working on getting answers on how and why the people that are staying at the Eagles Nest are choosing this as a place to stay. He stated that deputies are responding to a lot of calls there and that management has not been very helpful in assisting the deputies with why these people are coming here. He stated a lot of these people are coming from the Everett area and he is not sure why. He reported that he and the deputies are doing their best to remove these people from town when responding to calls there, since they are not residents of the town. He stated there is an active role being played by somebody in bringing these people to town, but he is not sure who. He stated that he believes that management and not the actual owner may know more than what they are telling the deputies. He stated he wants to get clarification from the owner on what the plan for this property is, but they will continue to respond to calls from there. 

Mayor Miller asked if he had any indication that these people are residing there or if maybe they are seeking housing assistance, medication, or medical assistance. 

Sergeant Kading stated that it is unclear at this time why these people are here or what services they are seeking or needing. He stated the calls and criminal activity began increasing about nine (9) months ago.

Mayor Miller reported the new owner’s stated intent was to make professional office spaces that would assist him in creating revenue that would allow him to make improvements to the property. 

Mayor Miller asked if there was anything that the town could do to assist the Sheriff’s Department with enforcement issues. 

Sergeant Kading stated that he did not believe so. He reported that most RCWs and state laws are going to be heavier than the town ordinances. He stated they will continue to monitor the situation at the Eagles Nest. He stated they will also continue to cite or transport people when necessary. He stated he will continue to try and contact the owner. He stated that he believes the owner’s intentions to be genuine, but the owner may not be aware of the management he has hired. 

Fire and Life Safety Building: Mayor Miller reported on meetings that have been held between the different players on this project. He stated he has attended meetings with the engineer, the architect, the mechanical and electrical engineers, Rich Philips and Alan Wilkins regarding the building. He stated that at this point things are looking good and they are hoping to advertise for a contractor late March or early April. 

Cody Hart reported they are working on the permit timing and other requirements. He stated the team is progressing quickly and the meetings that have taken place are to make sure that everybody is on the same page. He stated there were some minor reductions made due to a reduction in the funding budget for Department of Commerce administrative costs. He stated he is optimistic that the overall project budget will stay solid, but he will update the council as the project moves forward. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: TIB Project, SR 20 Scope and Budget: Cody reported on the Scope and Budget for the SR 20 crosswalk and ADA ramp project that is being funded by the Transportation Improvement Board (TIB). He stated this funding has a zero match requirement. He reported the project will consist of upgrading the sidewalk end in this area, adding ADA ramps, and installing a push button signal on both sides of the SR 20 crosswalk. He also reported that approval from Department of Transportation (DOT) was given during the application period, but he will continue to work with DOT as the project moves forward to ensure that all state requirements are being met. 

Mike Bartel made a motion to approve the Scope and Budget for this project. Marla Reed seconded this motion. 

Jack Mears stated that he has been here a long time and has never seen an accident in this area. He stated he is not sure where this money is coming from, but doesn’t believe the town or the federal government should be spending money on this, but he’ll vote yes. 

Andrea reported this funding is through the state and is not federal money. She stated there are also no matching funds required by the town. 

The motion carried unanimously. 
Task Order 2014-B, WWTP O&M Manual Completion: Cody stated that he was out of state at the last meeting. He also stated this task order would be for the work that Stantec will be doing, as well as coordination costs for Reichhardt & Ebe to complete and update the Wastewater Treatment Plant O&M Manual. 

It was stated that HDR Engineering had started the manual during the construction of the original project, but never finished it, and at this point it may also need some updates. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve Task Order 2014-B. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Cody also reported on the second phase of the CCTV project. He stated this is a Department of Ecology (DOE)-funded project. He also stated they have received initial approval from DOE and at this time they are waiting to get final paperwork from DOE so we can go to ad soon. He stated that once the CCTV project is completed, he will be looking at another grant from DOE to assist the town in completing the repairs that are identified after the CCTV project is complete. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated that Alan had reported that there is a lot of I&I coming into the system, but he does not believe the camera from the first phase saw enough issues to cause this much I&I. 

Cody stated the camera did pick up a few areas that are in need of repair. Cody described a trenchless technology that may be utilized and how some of the minor repairs can be completed. He stated there are other areas that may need more extensive repairs. 


Discussion ensued on the I&I and how reducing the I&I will assist with the reduction of the flow at the plant and hopefully keep the town from exceeding its permitting perimeters. Dave Pfeiffer stated that it bothers him that I&I levels are this high without a definitive answer. 

Discussion also ensued on the lagoon and leaving a small lagoon or adding a small tank once the large one is decommissioned for long-term for emergencies when needed during significant weather events for overflow. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: February 10, 2014

· Approval of Claims Checks: #1097 to #1104

Mike Bartel made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Fuel Station Property Lease: This item was moved to the March 10, 2014, meeting due to the fact the museum people could not attend this meeting once it was moved from Monday to Tuesday. 

Department of Commerce, Contract Number 13-65400-038-Fire and Life Safety Facility: Andrea reported this is the contract between the town and the Department of Commerce for the $1,000,000.00 grant for the Fire and Life Safety Facility. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the contract. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Planning Commission Member Application: Mayor Miller reported this item was discussed at the last council meeting. He stated this was the only application received and also reported on the e-mail received from the town planner recommending this applicant. 

Mayor Miller called on Sandra Jones to approach the podium. He then opened it up to the council for questions. 

Jack Mears asked if Ms. Jones was retired. She stated that yes, she was retired from the work she did with the Department of Emergency Management at the Umatilla Army Depot. 

Mike Bartel asked if she has attended any of the planning commission meetings. She stated that no she had not because she was unaware of the existence of the commission until she spoke with Carol Fabrick. She also stated that she wants to be more involved in the community and joined Concrete Heritage Museum about a year ago. 

With the consensus of the council, Mayor Miller appointed Sandra Jones to fill the vacancy left by Carol Fabrick’s resignation. 

Fly-In Event Insurance Quotes: Andrea updated on the quotes received from the two insurance companies for the fly-in insurance. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the quote from Shannon & Luchs for $636.00. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Jack reported the event will take place the last weekend in July and will be called the Concrete Old-Fashioned Fly-In. 
New Business: Sewer Lien Foreclosures: David Day updated on the lien foreclosures and what the process is for the bankruptcy property. 

It was the consensus of the council to re-file the lien on Tamsky’s property and to wait to see if Frazier’s property gets sold at the Trustee Sale in March. 

Skagit County Mass Casualty Incident Training Request: Dave Pfeiffer stated the town needs to support our emergency responders. Marla Reed stated that she agreed. 

It was the consensus of the council to allow for the use of the Pilots’ Lounge and two Sani-cans at no charge for this training. 
Discussion Items: Superior Building: Mayor Miller reported there is still ongoing research for what grants are available. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack Mears reported the town needs to purchase a few more Sani-cans. He stated they usually run around $100.00 a piece. He stated he believes they should get about four of them. It was stated that Jack Mears will call and get prices. Mayor Miller also reported on the repair that will need to be done to the Sani-can at the community garden. He stated that it is now chained so that it cannot be tipped over again. 

Parks: Marla Reed: Marla Reed stated it’s all under snow. 

Community Garden: Marla Reed: Mayor Miller reported the end of the year for the garden bed rentals is March 31. He also reported the juvenile who ruined some birdhouses will be pulling weeds for about eight hours for his community service. He also reported that some shed materials have been purchased and the greenhouse has been ordered and is on its way. He also reported that Marianne is working on the zoning code change that needs to be done to allow noncommercial greenhouses in that zone. 

Upper Skagit Library: Dave Pfeiffer: Dave reported the Building Committee met and narrowed the selection of properties that are available in town. He reported they discussed the pro and cons for each property and have narrowed it down to three at this point. He stated they are all still within town limits. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Absent. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that she has finally gotten all the ASP data transferred over to the BIAS system and it now balances and is correct. She stated she will begin working on the end-of-year reports and get those to council. She stated she will also be starting work on the annual report. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Absent. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported on a visit from Niagara Bottling Company whose representatives had a lot of questions regarding the water, the spring, the quality of the water, testing, location, and the geology around the spring. He reported their focus was mainly on these items and that someone else would be contacting the town regarding contractual items. 


David Day reported he has the contact information for the gentlemen to discuss the contract. He stated he will contact him sometime this week and will know more once that occurs. 


Mayor Miller stated that the town always has the option of advertising nationally that the town has this incredible commodity available for purchase. 


Dave Pfeiffer also stated that to have a Class A, untreated spring water is a very rare thing in this country. 

Mayor Miller also stated that he still working on the policy change research for the Council Roles and Responsibilities that he discussed at the last meeting. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting will be March 18 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, which is open to the public. 
Announcements: None. 

Executive Session: None. 

 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:26 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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