Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
January 27, 2014
7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Staff Present: Deputy Clerk Corrina Koenig, Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles and Town Attorney David Day. 
 

Audience Members Signed In: Carol Fabrick, Don Payne, John Boggs, Bill Pfeifer, Darrel Reed

Public Participation: Marjorie Bell, United General Hospital: Marjorie stated that she would like to be a resource for the town as it completes its Comprehensive Plan (Comp Plan). Marjorie would like to assist in the creation of healthful policies as they relate to the Comp Plan, as well as be a resource with regard to the transportation portion of the Comp Plan, including the Complete Streets requirement. Marjorie explained that when towns have “healthful” language in their comp plans, it opens up grant opportunities. She went on to explain that the complete streets requirement includes accessibility for children, bikes, people with disabilities and people who do not drive. She explained that including this is federally mandated. Cody Hart stated he has some concerns regarding the term “Complete Streets”; he explained that the term can mean several different things. Cody stated that there is no one correct way to define a complete street. Marjorie asked if there was a town code that meets the Complete Street requirement. Cody and Marianne stated they did not believe there was.

Darrel Reed, Assistant Fire Chief and Town of Concrete Resident: Darrel Reed stated that he would like to see a different site for the life safety building due to the high cost of ground work. He proposed the old grade school site as an example. Mike Bartel asked why the cost was so high. Cody explained that it is what the engineering called for due to the building placement and site location. Mayor Miller stated that he knew that the old grade school site was a location Rich Philips, Fire Chief had wanted. Mayor Miller was also concerned about the town finding a site for the existing gravel that is stored on the proposed site. Mayor Miller agreed that he would like to see the Life Safety Building at the old grade school site as well. John Boggs stated that the vacant lot next to the Post Office or George Theodoratus’ property where the Swap Meets are held is also available for purchase by the town. Cody Hart reminded the council that the site also accommodates parking for future buildings, such as the Superior building and that the utilities were already prepped for this site with the Main Street project. Cody also stated that the town has approximately one year to complete construction or it could lose state funding. Mike Bartel asked if engineering is already done. Cody stated that it is about 80% complete at this time. He also stated that we are set for advertisement in March. He also stated that it could take nine months to a year to receive new right of way permitting. Cody also stated that it was his opinion the town could lose funding if it attempts to change the location now. He explained that the funding was based on the application, which included the building and the site location. Dave Pfeiffer stated that we should not make changes at this point. He stated that if Rich Philips or Darrel Reed wanted to change sites, they should have done it two years ago, before funding was received.

Jack Mears asked why we would lose funding. Mayor Miller explained that we already received funding based on the original site location. David Day asked Cody if the funding process would take over a year if it was an unfriendly proposition, for example if a landowner did not want to sell his property. Cody stated that a year was best case scenario. The council unanimously agreed to keep the current site for the Life Safety Building. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported on the birdhouse thefts and vandalism at the community garden, as well as the street sign vandalism. He stated that Deputy Harrison had a suspect in mind and would be following up. Sergeant Kading also reported on a suicide note found in the laundromat last week that was followed by an actual suicide farther east on Highway 20.

Jack Mears asked about the Eagles Nest in general. Sergeant Kading reported that there had been a few calls; some were guests from in town and others were out-of-town guests. 

Fire and Life Safety Building: Mayor Miller had an e-mail conversation with Michelle Mazzola, who cautioned the town to be very careful regarding NEPA/SEPA regulations. Cody Hart stated that Ross Widener would be handling the NEPA/SEPA requirements. He assured the council that this is what he does and he is highly skilled at it. Marianne Manville-Ailles agreed.

Cody Hart reported that he has had some trouble connecting with CDBG. He also stated that he had set up a meeting with CDBG, Ross Widener and himself for tomorrow, January 28, 2014, to discuss the timeline of the project. Once the timeline is created, Cody will distribute it to the council. Cody also reported that he is finalizing costs due to the time lapse since the initial estimates were done, and the changes to the building that were made to reduce costs. Cody also reported that he would like to schedule a meeting with the architect, mayor, council and fire chief to go over minor (aesthetic) changes to the building. These would be changes that would not create cost changes.

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart:
Secondary Access – Scope and Manpower Budget: Cody Hart reported that he was seeking contingent approval based on county approval. He also stated that there is a 13% match on this portion of the work. David Day stated that Marla Reed owns property that would be acquired by the town and he believes that Marla should not be a part of that decision. Dave Pfeiffer asked if the original vote was tainted. David Day did not believe that it was because the original vote did not point out any particular properties for acquisition. Dave Pfeiffer questioned whether Marla could have ever been a part of that decision. He also questioned having the road come out on Highway 20 at a blind corner. Dave reiterated that he has been against this project from the beginning and will continue to vote no. Cody Hart stated that this has always been slated as a 2-phase project. The existing intersection is owned by the town. Cody stated that he sees the second phase including improvements to the intersection. Mike Bartel asked if this was for “emergency access” only. Will it be gated? Cody Hart stated that it would not be gated. He went on to explain that by law the town cannot restrict access to a public road. Mayor Miller stated that he also thought it was for emergency access only and would remain gated. Dave Pfeiffer stated that he heard Barb Hawkings state that she wanted all bus and truck traffic to use the secondary access. He felt that the wrong information was given to the council on purpose to push the project through. He also stated that he believes we will pay way more than 13% in the end. Dave also stated that Marla knew she would stand to gain from this project when she pushed this project through. Marla Reed stated that she thought the road would be gated. Mike Bartel stated that he remembered the discussion of a 2-lane road and sidewalks for safety. Cody Hart stated that it is a 2-lane road with a bicycle lane to the east and minimal landscaping, and it would also fund the water/sewer system update. Cody reminded council that money has already been received and that progress has been made on this project. Marla Reed stated that she was unaware that this would go through the frontage of her property. 

Ginger Kyritsis stated that if Marla feels that she should recuse herself, she should, and Ginger believed that she would do that. Ginger felt that Dave Pfeiffer should also recuse himself as it is obviously directly affecting him. Dave Pfeiffer stated that he would no longer discuss the project; his vote was no and will remain no. Marla Reed stated that nothing was ever said about taking part of her property. Cody Hart stated that until a week ago, he was unaware who the property owners were. Mike Bartel stated that the long-term benefits to the town, as well as the safety for the children, make this a good project. Jack Mears stated that this secondary access has been talked about for years and it wasn’t until federal money became available that the town jumped on it. He also stated that at one point, Marla Reed had commented that she would be able to drive the school bus down the road as it is. Jack further stated that the property is not a desirable place for development. Jack stated that he believes if Marla would not have been able to vote in the beginning, the vote would not have passed. Cody Hart stated that the proposed road can be shifted to the east so that it does not impact Marla’s property. Mayor Miller stated that the needed approval was for a design plan, not for constructing or funding the plan. Ginger Kyritsis stated that in the event of an emergency at the school, children would be trapped without a secondary access and due to that fact her vote would be yes without a doubt. Dave Pfeiffer stated that there was a “dark of night” secret meeting that he was invited to and no one else was invited to. In his opinion the meeting was held to gain his support for the secondary access. Mayor Miller stated that a meeting where Dave was the only invited council member is okay. No decisions were being made and anyone has a right to meet with a council member and try to gain their vote. Marla Reed asked Dave Pfeiffer why he didn’t tell her that the town was going to take her property if he knew. Dave stated that he did not know. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve the design portion of the Secondary Access based on the county’s approval. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. Ginger Kyritsis and Mike Bartel voted yes. Dave Pfeiffer and Jack Mears were opposed. With Marla Reed recusing herself, Mayor Miller broke the tie with a yes vote. Motion carried 3 to 2.

Superior Avenue Project – Crosswalk: 

Cody Hart explained the project at Highway 20 and Superior to be a flashing light for pedestrian use. The light would be triggered by a push button on either side of Highway 20. Cody is looking for approval to proceed. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to proceed with the project. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Cody also reported on the needed updates to the wastewater treatment plant operations and maintenance manual that could be done by Stantec at a cost of approximately $12,500.00. The cost to troubleshoot problems at the plant was sent to Andrea Fichter by email and Cody will have that information available at the next council meeting.

Cody Hart had a meeting regarding Lorenzen Creek with Skagit Watershed Council. He was told that it was not a very likely project for them, but recommended the Department of Ecology. He stated that they had a 20% match and it was very competitive, but worth trying. Mayor Miller stated that he would like to see the Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group involved in these discussions.


Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: January 13, 2014

· Approval of Claims Checks: - #1047-1067

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Niagara Bottling Company: Jack Mears stated that he feels that this is a conflict with our contract with Advanced. Ginger Kyritsis was concerned that in the letter from Niagara, they were assuming that they could use Advanced faucet at Superior and Highway 20. David Day stated that Niagara would need to make a firm offer with specific requests that we could bring to Advanced. Jack Mears stated that if Niagara has a water source in Pierce County, they should use that one. The council agreed that the town should continue its relationship with Advanced and not do business with Niagara.

Ordinance No. 721: Emergency Responder Leave

Jack Mears made a motion to approve Ordinance #721. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously
New Business: Professional Services Agreement for Fairhaven Legal Associates: David Day explained that the only change was that paragraph 1(a)ii was clarified. This is something he has always done, but it was not written into the contract before.

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the agreement. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Events Application – Mardi Gras Parade: Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve the events application. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

New Library Director: David Pfeiffer invited everyone to come to the library and meet the new director on February 8, 2014 from 10:00-11:00 a.m.
Discussion Items: Superior Building: Nothing new. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack Mears reported that the security camera is down and that he had spoken to the service provider and they stated that the modem/router was obsolete and that we need a new one. The estimate was $500.00. Jack thought it might have a warranty. Corrina Koenig asked if we could rent instead of buy. Jack will bring in the paperwork tomorrow so that we can research this option. Jerry Smith is the sales person at Feeney Wireless.

Jack Mears reported that he would be having a meeting with the Museum regarding the Fly-In and fuel station on Wednesday. Some discussion ensued between Jack Mears and Mayor Miller regarding the meeting time and who would be attending. The meeting will be attended by Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer and Mayor Miller at 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday, January 29, 2014, at the Pilots’ Lounge. Jack Mears stated that he does not believe the museum will sponsor the Fly-In this year. Jack stated that he understood from the last council meeting that the town would sponsor the Fly-In and pay for the insurance to do so. Discussion ensued regarding what was said at the last meeting. The minutes were looked at and it does not appear that is what Andrea Fichter had stated. The minutes reflected that Andrea would get a quote for insurance if the town had to cover the event. She was also going to send a letter to the museum asking them if they planned on sponsoring the event. David Pfeiffer asked the council if this meeting with the museum should be considered a fact-finding mission and be reported back to council. It was agreed by all that it should. Jack Mears stated that he is against a private fueling station only used by the museum on town property. David Day stated that he had received a call from Kokie Adams after receiving the council-directed letter from Andrea Fichter. David stated that they felt like they were not wanted. Dave Pfeiffer and Jack Mears both stated that this was not the case or the intent of the letter. David Day stated that he was never clear on how someone would pay for fuel at the fueling station and how they could keep that private. Dave Pfeiffer stated that the museum was worried about losing its nonprofit status if they opened it up to everyone and made a profit. Dave stated he believes their nonprofit status was never in jeopardy. Mayor Miller stated that the town had never said no to the fueling station; the museum just never responded to the council’s questions. Mayor Miller also stated that the letter sent to the museum regarding the Fly-In was simply asking a question.

Parks: Marla Reed: Mayor Miller announced that Marla Reed is now the chair of the Parks Committee; he is planning on bringing her up to speed on the happenings of the committee.

Community Garden: Marla Reed: Mayor Miller reported that 5 birdhouses and 1 bird feeder were damaged by vandals at the community garden, as well as a community garden sign was torn off the fence. This was discussed earlier in the Public Safety portion of the meeting. Mayor Miller stated that vandalism is common in community gardens and that the best way to handle it is to clean it up quickly and move on. Mayor Miller also stated that 6 Army Corp of Engineers volunteers were up helping in the garden again, mainly digging foundations and spreading wood chips. Mayor Miller also reported that the Concrete Lions Club donated Noble Fir tree chips for the garden as well.
Ginger Kyritsis made a motion at 8:57 p.m. to continue the meeting to no later than 9:20 p.m. David Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. ** After the meeting it was realized that the above motion was not needed as the meeting did not go past 9:30pm** 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Marianne reported that a meeting had taken place between her, Jack McCormick, Rich Philips and Mayor Miller regarding the Eagles Nest Motel conditional use permit. Marianne reported that Jack McCormick had asked the owner to make some corrections to the submitted plans. She also reported that Rich Philips, Fire Chief had some concerns regarding the fire code. Marianne explained that the conditional use permit was for the creation of office space, the space would include 3 cubicles that would be used by 3 separate employees in one business. There would be no patients seen in this area, this space would be for clerical use only. Marianne reported that before any more construction can continue, the owner would need to hardwire all smoke detectors. When this is complete, Jack McCormick will complete his review of the plans. Marianne also reported that the building does not have to be sprinkled because it already has existing residences and that is grandfathered into the old requirements. If this were a business that was adding residential space, then the sprinkling would be required. Marianne also reported that if at any time more is done than what the conditional use allows, the town will require the motel to be sprinkled. Marianne stated that the idea with this permit is to get a legitimate business in there and hopefully give the owner some revenue so that he can make the improvements that he would like to make. Ginger Kyritsis asked if there would be any mental health work being done on site. Ginger stated that Sunrise Services has hired a therapist. Marianne stated that the conditional use permit will not allow a mental health facility or transitional housing. Greg Bowlin, owner of the Eagles Nest Motel stated that he is trying to make the building safer and to make improvements. Marianne stated that the office space is completely separate from the motel and RV space use. 

Marianne stated that the planning fees have not been updated in many years and she was asking for council approval to take a look at them and update as necessary, she would then bring them back to council for approval. Jack Mears stated that the fees were already too high. Marianne stated that the fees are way lower than other jurisdictions. Mayor Miller stated that the town was spending more than it was making and that this is something we should look at. The council agreed that Marianne should look into this.

Marianne also reported that she is looking at re-zoning and extending the Town Center; this would include Town Hall, but the commercial light industrial would remain the same. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Absent. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Absent. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported the next Imagine Concrete meeting will be held on February 18 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. He also reported that he had done some job shadowing with Corrina Koenig, Dale Angell and Public Works at the WWTP. He plans on doing more in February and March, with Andrea Fichter and Public Works. He also reported that he had held one on one meetings with each of the staff members. 

Announcements: None.

Executive Session: None. 

 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 9:25 p.m. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Corrina Koenig
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


