Town of Concrete
Workshop-Department of Commerce GMA Comprehensive Plan Update
October 17, 2013
 
6:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. 

 

Council Members Present: Jack Mears and Jason Miller. 

Staff Present: Deputy Clerk Corrina Koenig, and Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles
 

Signed In: Anthony Boscolo, Carol Fabrick, Don Payne, Doug Ide, George Theodoratus, Bruce Newburn, Judy Fales, Jason Driver
Agenda Item: Presentation from the Department of Commerce on GMA Comprehensive Plan Update – Anthony Boscolo: Marianne Manville-Ailles introduced Anthony Boscolo with the Department of Commerce who was invited to give a presentation on the GMA Comprehensive Plan Update.  
Anthony began by explaining that a periodic update is required every 8 years.  The Town may have made small amendments in years past but this update is for the entire document.

According to Anthony Boscolo the important points of the update are public participation, adopting ordinances and notices.  Any changes to the GMA since the last update are located on the Department of Commerce’s website.  Many grants and loans are tied to the Comprehensive Plan being updated and compliant; including the Public Works Trust Fund which is what prompts many towns to get their updates completed.
The law has three (3) very specific parts to it.  The first part is to review the existing plan.  There is a checklist on the Department of Commerce’s website to help plan for revisions.  It is possible that no revisions will need to be made if the plan is already up to date.  Once a revision is made, the Town is required to take legal action by Ordinance or Resolution.  The second part is public participation.  The plan must specifically state when the public will have a chance to participate.  The third part is Notices.  Notices must show all steps allowing public participation.

Anthony explained that two major things that will need to be looked at is the Critical Areas Ordinance and the Urban Growth Area (this will be coordinated with the County) 

What triggers change?  Population changes or a future change is foreseen it could trigger the need for Comp Plan changes.  Also, changes in the community or a new vision for the community could trigger a need for Comprehensive Plan changes.

Discussing the Scope of the Project – What does the community want to look at and change in the Comprehensive Plan?  Form a scope for the project, so you don’t get side tracked, formalize the plan and adopt an ordinance or resolution showing the formal plan with steps to the project that include public participation outlined in full in the resolution.  (This is not required but is encouraged).
There are examples of Ordinances and Resolutions on the Dept. of Commerce website.

Marianne asked what challenges this might cause.  Anthony stated that he could see this action causing challenges but could also see it avoiding some, it could go either way.  Marianne was worried that by formalizing the Scope the public would have more opportunity to challenge little things along the way instead of looking at the big picture at the end.  

Doug Ide asked if you can reference past participation, i.e; Imagine Concrete.  Anthony stated that you can use past participation but that it could cause issues if the public was unaware that the venue is tied to the update and don’t feel they received notice.

Don Payne commented that most people with Imagine Concrete do not live in town and that people who do not live in town should not have a voice when deciding things on Main Street.  Anthony pointed out that it is up to the Town and Council to decide who at what gets a voice in town.

There is a meeting November 5, 2013 with SCOG regarding population and employment forecasts that will be used for the Comprehensive Plan update.  Marianne will attend and present results after the meeting—it will be one of three meetings with the consultant that will be preparing the forecasts that all of the Skagit County jurisdictions will use for this update cycle.

Work the timeline backwards – This ensures that everything is done in a timely manner.  Avoid “the big look”, going over every detail of the GMA.  Marianne stated that there is no need to do that because our plan is relatively new.  The Capital Facilities Plan and the Transportation Plan will be our main focus.  After this update is done, we will keep the plan up to date each year to avoid all the work next time a complete update is required.

Don Payne asked how the public participation works.  Marianne stated that the existing town policies must be adhered to.  The town will create a scope of work for the project and the public can comment on it.  Once the scope is finalized, the public can comment again.  There are also Public Hearings according to Town policy and more informal “open house” style work sessions.  We would follow the normal adoption process according to town policy.
Anthony stated that the Department of Commerce is hopeful that they will be able to get us a grant.  One of the requirements of the grant is that the checklist be completed.  After that they are pretty flexible in how the money is spent.

The update must be completed by June 30, 2016.  Marianne stated that the goal is to start the process at the end of 2013 or beginning of 2014, apply for the Commerce grant in April of 2014 then work towards the completion of the update by the due date based on budget and funding.

Marianne stated that during this process the Development regulations will be cleaned up to make it easier to do business in town.  Marianne also stated that the Critical Areas Ordinance will not need any big changes at this time and we will be able to focus on what things the town really needs at this time.

Closing of Process – If the town chooses not to make changes to any section, they will still need to explain in written format, why.  
Adoption Process – When documenting participation plan, notices must show connection to GMA revision.  Must show every event that is tied to the project

Final adopting ordinance must state “The Town of Concrete has completed the process and is now compliant”  Or something to this effect.  Commerce will supply the exact language.
Appeals – Failure to act – if the town chooses not to act, failure to make all necessary changes and challenging content of change.
Marianne stated that if we follow the checklist we should avoid any appeals.
Anthony stated that there are many resources on the Department of Commerce website and that you can call and ask questions at any time.

As a final note, Anthony reminded everyone that everything in the plan has to support each other, i.e; Zoning must support Sewer, etc.

Meeting was adjourned at 7:00pm

Adjournment: Mayor Wilson adjourned the meeting at 7.00 p.m. 
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Corrina Koenig
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