Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
October 15, 2013

7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Dave Pfeiffer, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed, Jack Mears and Jason Miller. 

Staff Present: Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter and Town Attorney David Day. 
 

Audience Members Signed In: Carol Fabrick and Marty Glaser. 

Public Participation: None
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported they are working on some good leads for the break-in and theft that occurred at Cascade Burgers a few weeks ago. 

He also reported on a rumor they had to track down on Facebook regarding the juvenile overdose that occurred behind Loggers Landing a few weeks ago. He stated the rumor had stated it as a death instead of an overdose. He reported this rumor was stopped. 

Sergeant Kading also reported on a residence on Park Ave. S. that is attracting some suspicious occupants. He stated at this time there has not been any proven criminal activity, so they have no authority to remove anyone from the home, but they are watching the home and making contact when necessary. He stated the home has been vacant for some time and there is no water or power to the home, but the homeowners are allowing their 22-year-old son to live there. He stated that he would like to encourage neighbors to call if or when they witness any suspicious activity in this area. 

Jack Mears stated there was a guy on the airport a week or so ago filling up big jugs of water and maybe they were taking it to this home. 

Mayor Wilson also reported on some suspicious activity occurring at all hours of the night on Spring Street. 


Sergeant Kading stated they have made contact with a few transient individuals recently. He reported on the lady with the shopping cart who has been making her way through the valley on her way to Minnesota. He stated that she has been contacted and there is no criminal activity occurring. She has refused any help, but has been advised not to cause any safety issues along the highway, especially at night when she is harder to see along the roadside. 

Jason Miller wanted to make sure the deputies are aware of the activity in Mill Addition. He stated there is car after car in and out of two different houses in that area. 


Sergeant Kading stated they are aware of activity at about three different houses in this area and they are being watched. He stated when the deputies contact individuals, he wants the community to know they are not trying to harass good people, but are trying to identify criminals and/or criminal activity. 

Mayor Wilson spoke with audience member Marty Glaser regarding the town possibly being able to grade part of his property between Ronald Avenue and South D Street so it could be utilized by the school buses in case of an emergency that blocked South Superior Avenue. Marty Glaser stated he was okay with the town grading this portion of his property for emergency purposes. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: Cody reported the overlay project is mostly complete. He stated there are some punch list items that still need to be completed, which will most likely occur sometime next week. He also explained the need for signage at the end of Dillard along State Route 20 that directs pedestrians to the legal crossing over the highway west of Dillard Avenue. He stated there will probably be a single and final pay estimate on this project ready for the next council meeting. 

Cody also reported on a grant program through the Department of Ecology. He stated he will be working with Alan on putting together a list of all sewer-related projects within town and hopefully they will be able to put in for around a $250,000 grant with no cost to the town on these needed repairs. 

Cody also reported on grants that will be opening up in the near future that could fully fund the construction of the secondary access road. He stated this would be between multiple funding agencies. 

Jack Mears stated he believes this secondary access project to be a debacle. He stated he does not believe the town should pay to put in infrastructure for a possible future developer. He stated why should the town put in water, sewer and a paved road. He stated this entire idea is BS and the town does not need this road. He stated if there is any more money spent on this project, that it should not be the town’s money. He stated if the School District wants this project completed, they can pay for it. 

Jason Miller reminded Jack the council voted to approve this project. Jack Mears stated he did not vote to approve this project. Jason Miller stated it was a council decision and the overall vote was for approval. Discussion on this item ensued. 

Mayor Wilson called the meeting back to order. 

Cody Hart reported on a new federal requirement that is coming down in the next year regarding reflective signage. He stated the town was first on the list in Skagit County to get a piece of equipment loaned to them for testing all their signs to determine which ones will need to be upgraded to meet this new federal requirement. 

Cody stated he is also looking into other grant funding opportunities and will report back to the council more on this at their next meeting. 

Mayor Wilson reported on Task Order 2013-C for the Department of Ecology’s grant application that was discussed earlier. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve Task Order 2013-C. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: September 23, 2013

· Town Council Workshop Minutes: September 23, 2013

· Approval of Claims Warrants: #27880-27916

· Approval of Payroll Warrants

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: School District Property Lease – DRAFT: Andrea reported Barb Hawkings stated the School District attorney is still reviewing the lease at this time. This is still in draft form and will be brought back before council at a later date. 

TVI Bond Purchase Information: Andrea reported on the option of not having to use a Safe Keeping bank for the bond purchase. She stated she called the local bank in Concrete to see if they were considered to be Safe Keeping bank and was told by their bond consultant that a Safe Keeping is not actually a requirement. She stated if the town chose to go with a non-callable bond, then the consultant would hold on to the bond and the fees for Safe Keeping and wire transfers would not be figured into the cost. She reported in the bond example in their packets there would be over a $6,000 return over three and half years, which is far above the estimated $400.00 per year the town is currently receiving from the municipal savings account. 

Dave Pfeiffer asked if this bond has the same or a better rate of return compared to other two bonds that were discussed previously and were call-able. 

Andrea reported she will contact the consultant and have him break down each bond—callable and non-callable—along with the fees not having to be included so the council can see the full benefit. 

It was also stated by the council this may not be the best time to be buying any bonds through the federal government. It was stated to wait on purchasing any bonds until the federal government is up and running again. 

Skagit Bus Shelter Proposal: Andrea reported that Marianne and Alan are working with representatives from Skagit Transit on the actual placement location for this. She also stated that Skagit Transit stated they will pay to pour the slab. 

NC Vintage Aero Museum Fueling Station Lease Agreement – DRAFT: David Day stated this agreement has been sent to the museum for their review and he has not heard anything back yet. He stated this is still in rough draft and changes can be made at this point. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated that he would like to see language added to the lease that stating the fuel will be offered or somehow made available to the public. It was the consensus of the council to proceed with this addition to the lease. 

Audience Member Marty Glaser – Secondary Access: Audience member Marty Glaser requested a chance to speak regarding the secondary access project that was discussed earlier. He stated that he feels out of the loop regarding this project. He stated he feels if there is a plan in place that he should be notified since he owns property within the project area. He stated he feels the town should be making him aware of what is going on. 

It was stated the town is in the process of hiring an engineer to begin the design process. Andrea Fichter reported the town recently advertised for a consultant and that once an engineer is hired, they will begin the design process and at this point there is not an actual plan in place. 

Mayor Wilson stated the town does not actually have a plan at this point and that is why the engineer is being hired to start that process. He stated that Marty will be involved in the process when it is started due to the location of his property within the project area. 

Marty stated that he would like to be able to hear about what’s going on and wants to have some say in what’s going to occur. He also stated that he believes he and his neighbors should have a vote on this project. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated he believes this is a ludicrous project and that if the town continues to pursue it he will write to the governor and the Department of Transportation stating he does not want to see any state or federal funds used for this project. He stated he believes this was a project that was approved and done in the dark of the night. He also stated he does not believe the town should provide this for a school district superintendent who just wants to direct the traffic down that way and onto Airport Way, which is a substandard road already. 
New Business: Office Space Agreement – North Cascades Veterinary Hospital: Jason Miller stated that in the agreement where it states the part of the building that is being used should be changed from north to south. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the lease agreement. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Washington Committee for Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve: Mayor Wilson stated that he believes this is federal law. 

Jason Miller made a motion for the mayor to sign the certificate. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Steve Bolan Request – Skagit Valley Air Tours LLC: Jack Mears reported Steve wants to start an air tours business. He stated Steve is an Air Transport Pilot and would like to operate the business during the summer months. Jack stated he think this is a good spot. 

Discussion ensued on the lease request with the 10-year expiration, fixed rate, transferability and other items requested. It was also discussed where this location will be in correlation to the fueling station. It was stated Bolan will not need an actual building on the location, just an area for parking his airplane, and he would also like to have 10 parking spaces outside of the fence. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated he would like to see this lease written similarly to the current airport leases. 


Marla Reed stated that she thinks this is a great idea, but she doesn’t believe that he needs designated parking. 

David Day stated he will work on modifying the current leases to include a flat rate without the build rule or parking designation. 

Airport Lease Transfer Request – Hangar Sale, Crouch to Israel Lot 601B: Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to transfer the lease to correlate with the sale. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: 45501 Main Street - Herrera Property: Andrea reported she met with Marianne last week regarding the sale of this property. Andrea stated that Marianne had recommended using a real estate agent to help ensure the town gets the best price for the property. She also stated that when doing the surplus, she needs to state in the resolution how the town plans to proceed with the sale, which is completely up to the council. She stated the town could do this by sealed bids, auction, for sale by owner or using a real estate agent. 


It was the consensus of the council to first try to sell the property using the sealed bid method and as a second option go with a real estate agent. 

Andrea stated she will continue to work with Marianne on the requirements for selling this property and what the purchaser will be required to do when building. She also reported she believes the adjacent property owner is willing to sell his portion, which could also be an incentive for anyone who may be interested in purchasing all of it. 

Superior Building: Jason Miller reported that he has not heard back from Doug Aamot yet on the quote for the roof. 

PSE Agreement - Boat Launch Funds: Tabled while Andrea is looking into this area more. 
Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack Mears stated things have been pretty quiet. 

Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported the Parks Committee did not meet tonight. He reported he is still waiting to hear back from Job Corps about the benches. He also reported on a Boy Scout who is working toward his Eagle Scout status, who helped at the community garden and with the fence around the Veterans Memorial Park marker. Jason also reported all the pickets—about 92 of them—were donated by Ed Rogge for the fencing around the marker. 
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason stated the next meeting will be October 16, 2013. Jason also stated that he believes he has gotten all the necessary paperwork turned into the IRS for Imagine Concrete’s 501(c)(3) designation. 

It was stated the cedar will be bought from Ed Rogge for the garden shed at the community garden and the fir will be provided by the town, but milled by Ed. Mayor Wilson stated to make sure to get the bill to Andrea so this can be included in the USDA grant match. 

Andrea will talk to Darla O’Connor at USDA about if the town has to spend its 25% match first before getting any of the grant funding for this project. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Andrea reminded everyone of the joint work session scheduled for October 17, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. for the GMA update and that the Planning Commission meeting would follow directly after. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported she is working with BIAS software on the items that will need to be purchased for the new software. She stated we will have to replace our dot matrix printers. She reported the town will also have to pass an ordinance to change from using warrants to checks. 

She also reported the State Auditors will be here between November 7 and November 21 for the audit. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Mayor Wilson stated that Alan is on vacation. 

Mayor’s Report: Nothing further. 

Announcements: None.

Executive Session: None. 

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 8:17 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


