Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
September 9, 2013

7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Dave Pfeiffer, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed and Jason Miller. 

Staff Present: Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter. 
 

Audience Members Signed In: Carol Fabrick, Rob Peterson, John Dennis O’Hern and Don Payne. 

Public Participation: Jim Jenkins and Barry Smith, North Cascade Vintage Aero Museum – Fuel Station Status and Porter Lots: Arrived after the meeting began, returned to public participation after the first item under Old Business. 

Barry Smith apologized for not being present at the last council meeting to answer questions regarding the lease transfer request, which he will discuss later but right now he wanted to give an update on the fueling station. 

Barry reported they have recently met with an electrical contractor regarding the fueling station. Barry reported this gentleman has done a lot of work at airports and knows people at Puget Sound Energy and the airport and has airport familiarity. Barry reported they have also requested a quote from Scimitar Construction, with whom they have reviewed the proposed location. He stated they are very concerned with doing everything correctly and by the book from the beginning planning phase throughout construction to avoid any hiccups. He stated they are still discussing bollards, bollard placement and other criteria. He stated they are making sure the fueling station will adhere to all FFA regulations, as well as those mandated by the town and county fire marshal. Barry also stated they hope to have a final plan, a permit and the lease in place within in the next thirty (30) days with the public being able to access the fuel by mid-November. 


Mayor Wilson asked if Department of Ecology has also been contacted and is on board with the proposal. 

Barry reported that the Department of Ecology has been contacted. He reported on drainage issues, the emergency shutoff placement and other items. He reported they will be installing a 2,000 gallon tank that will be card activated and access locked after dark. 

Mayor Wilson stated this sounds like a great project for the town and airport. 

Jim Jenkins stated he believes this will be a great benefit to the town and the airport. 


Dave Pfeiffer asked if they had worked out the issue with the 501(c)(3) nonprofit making a profit from the fuel sales. 

Barry reported they have tax lawyers working on it, but the fuel may have to be made available on a museum membership basis. 

Jim explained the tank and skid that will be placed. He also explained the safety aspects, such as the drainage, leveling, emergency shutoffs and the leak detection. 

Barry stated these are all steps regarding infrastructure that will assist with future sustainability and eventually they would like to add other things to the museum lots, such as walkways and updating the heating and other items within the museum hangars. He stated they are focused on making this more visitor-friendly. 

Barry then discussed the lease transfer request for Bob Porter’s lots. He stated they would like to acquire these lots. He stated at this time they do not have a master plan, but do not want to have to build immediately. He stated the museum would be willing to pay an increased lease amount to cover what the town would receive in revenue if an improvement was constructed on these lots. He stated the museum would like to maintain its level of support to the town. Barry also stated that 501(c)(3)s are categorically exempt from paying property taxes, but they have not applied for that exemption on their hangars so the town is still receiving that revenue. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated his concern is that someone on the waiting list may actually want to build and be able to build right away. He also stated he takes contention with the town being threatened with the possibility of not receiving the property tax revenue that it currently receives. Dave also stated that there are not any posted hours at the museum and that he has had people show up at his house looking for the museum. He stated that a lot of people in town just think that Harold Hanson used this airport and his museum as a tax write off. 

Jim stated that he understands this and they are working to update and improve the image of the museum. He stated the hours are posted on their Web site, which they are currently working on updating. He stated this museum has never been a full-blown, visitor-friendly museum and they are working hard to change that. He stated they are working to make sure the hours and location are clear to visitors. 

Dave Pfeiffer also stated the town and council want to assist the museum, but do not want to see those lots left vacant. He also explained the town’s position with the people on the waiting list and not wanting to do a disservice to them. 

Barry stated he understands and appreciates the town’s position. He also stated in the long term they would like to build, but cannot see it getting done in the near future due to the costs associated with the fueling station. He stated he can see them being able to get concrete slabs poured to use for future hangars, but that could also be used for parking, camping or bleachers during the fly-in. 

Marla Reed stated the town has spent a lot of time working on the airport leases to ensure the lots were not being swapped to get away from the 5-year build rule. She stated a lot of time and effort has gone into updating the leases and trying to hold people accountable to what’s in the leases. 

Discussion ensued on the leases and allowing the attorneys to work together on this for possible amendments to see if some common ground could be reached between these lots, the town and the museum. 

David Day will work with Kokie Adams on this. 

*Back to Old Business. 

Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported there were no burglaries reported in town for the month of August. He stated there were nine (9) noise complaints received, of which 99% are coming from one resident. He stated it may be an option to add the county’s noise ordinance to the contract between the town and the county. 

Jason Miller requested any information regarding an burglary at Cascade Burgers over the weekend. Sergeant Kading stated that he does not have the details of this incident yet. 

Sergeant Kading also reported on some possible squatters on George Theodoratus’ property, where the swap meets are held. He reported George was going to speak with them and tell them they cannot be there and if that didn’t work, then the Sheriff’s deputies would assist. 

Mayor Wilson reported there is nothing new with the public safety building. He stated the town will be reapplying for the CDBG grant in December. 


Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: Absent.
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: August 26, 2013

· Approval of Claims Warrants: #27847-#27870

· Approval of Payroll Warrants

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: Robert Peterson – Cedar Creek Plat: Mayor Wilson requested an update to what occurred at the last council meeting in his absence. Mayor Wilson referred to the letter from Jack McCormick and stated that Jack had not actually spoken with Rob regarding water and sewer as stated in the letter, but that Mr. Peterson was made aware and knows the process. Mayor Wilson also stated that turning on the water service to a property is the Public Works Department’s job. He also stated that it is his understanding that a $500.00 fine was issued for each property that was illegally turned on. Mayor Wilson asked how the council would like to proceed with Mr. Peterson’s request to remove the fines. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated it is his understanding this was an uninspected connection that resulted in the $500.00 fine. 

Andrea Fichter reported she believed one of the connections had been inspected, but that Mr. Peterson had illegally turned on the water to both properties. 

Jason Miller stated he had asked Mr. Peterson point blank about (Jason received a phone call from Jack Mears at this time, stating he would not be able to attend the meeting this evening.)

Marla Reed made a motion to excuse Jack Mears. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Jason Miller referred back to the letter that was sent to Mr. Peterson where it stated as a developer in town, he had been made aware on many occasions of the process for inspection and turning on water. Jason also referred to the memo from the town attorney, where it states that relieving Mr. Peterson of the full amount of the fines would be doing a disservice to town staff and the rate payers. Jason stated he does not see any correlation between this project and the Jerry Robinson project as previously discussed.

Marla Reed stated that other people have had to pay this fine for turning on their own water. 

Jason Miller stated the codes regarding these fines are to do with illegally turning on water and not anything to do with the actual inspections. 

Mike Bartel asked how long the water had been on before the town was aware. Andrea Fichter stated Mr. Peterson said he moved the renters in toward the beginning of the month, so it was close to a month the water was on and there was no effort to contact the town made by Mr. Peterson. 

Rob Peterson stated he probably did get over his head busy and should have contacted the town, but did not. 

Jason Miller stated the fines have been paid. He also stated he would like to make sure in the future the town and staff is doing everything absolutely possible to work with developers. He stated he believes it can only take 10 to 15 minutes to do the actual inspection and Public Works should be able to make time to do this. Andrea stated that first the request for inspection has to be made by the developer. Jason stated that yes a phone call needs to come and then the town should make every effort to work with the developer. He also stated he believes the fines should stand. 

Marla Reed and Mike Bartel both stated they agree with Jason Miller and Dave Pfeiffer, and the fines should stand. 

Mayor Wilson stated the fines will remain in place. 

*Back to Public Participation section.

Dennis Harkless, Mears Field Lot #7 Default: David Day updated on the letters that were sent out in July to Mr. Harkless and his attorney. He stated he has not received any contact back from either. He stated the town went through this process a few years ago for eviction, at which time Mr. Harkless paid in full. David stated that Mr. Harkless can be very elusive and difficult to locate at times. 

Dave Pfeiffer asked if our lien takes precedence over the county’s tax lien. 


David Day stated that he needs to research this further. He stated this is a unique situation since the town owns the land and the taxes are on the actual structure. He stated technically the town now owns that hangar, but Dennis Harkless will now need to be evicted and the town can take legal ownership. 

Jim Jenkins and Dave Pfeiffer both reported they have seen Mr. Harkless at his hangar removing items. It was stated he has torn off the notices placed by the county and the Sheriff. Discussion ensued regarding the items that are currently stored in the hangar, possibly including a 40-foot sail boat. 

Mike Bartel asked if the town has any liability for this hangar now and him moving things out, potentially a 40-foot sailboat. 

It was the consensus of the council to proceed with the foreclosure and eviction process. 


David Day stated this is a two-step process that will start with a three (3)-day notice being placed on the property and then go from there. 

Waste Management Agreement: David Day stated that he still needs to research this further. He stated this agreement as written is actually a new contract and not a renewal of the current lease. He stated the town may have to advertise for the services. He also stated there are other items he may need to research since this is also a franchise agreement. 

Andrea Fichter also reported on the change in the agreement for the cleanup days. She stated previously this service has been free for the first four containers. She stated Waste Management will now be charging the town for the disposal fees or if the town wants to continue to receive the free containers, the rates for in town residents would have to increase. Andrea reported she is still waiting for the invoice for this year’s event to come in and then the town could budget for this cost instead of having this cost born by the rate payers. 

Andrea and David will bring further information back to the council at the next meeting. 
New Business: Residential Water Connection, Debris Removal from Right-of-way: Mayor Wilson reported on a property owner who would like to connect to the water across from the airport and behind the high school football field. He stated they would like to be able to run their water line down the right-of-way line. Mayor Wilson stated there is a large pile of debris and two trees that need to be removed from the right-of-way to allow for this water line to be installed. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated he believes it is the town’s responsibility to maintain right-of-ways. 

Discussion ensued regarding if future development is going to occur on this property or surrounding area. David Day stated an easement may be required if the water line is within the right-of-way at all. He also questioned whether this would be considered an extension of town services or just a single family residential connection. Further discussion ensued regarding the type of structure that will be constructed, as well as if there are plans for further residences. He also stated the town should research the debris cleanup and if this is a cost that should be borne by the property owner or the town.

It was the consensus of the council to discuss this with the town planner and Public Works prior to removing any debris or trees from the right-of-way or allowing the connection. 
Discussion Items: 45501 Main Street - Herrera Property: Andrea reported that she met with Marianne last week and went over a number of things, one of them being the Herrera property. She stated that once Marianne can go over everything and make a site visit, we can determine better the process for surplussing and selling this property. 
Superior Building: Jason Miller stated he is scheduled to meet with Doug Aamott and Alan Wilkins tomorrow morning at 8:00 a.m. so that Doug can work up a quote for the roof. 

Investment Options Phone Conference: Andrea reported Peter from TVI had offered to hold a phone conference with the mayor and at least one council member so that he could explain to them the bond purchase process. Andrea asked when and who may be available to attend this. Mayor Wilson and Dave Pfeiffer both stated they would be available on Thursday at 1:00 p.m. Andrea will contact Peter and see if this date and time works for him. 
Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Dave reported that Chris Edwards and Ted Ferry have been working on their hangars. He stated he believes they are trying to get them completed before winter gets here. 

Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported the Parks Committee met tonight. He reported on two new members, Jessica Walker and Daniel Williams. He reported that Jessica has experience in grant writing and has some ideas for the Knot Hill Park. Jason also reported that member Starlet Lovelady has also been doing some recruiting. 

Jason reported the first of three concrete picnic tables should be available for pickup at the end of this month. 

He also stated the non-potable water signs for the Silo Park hydrant still need to be installed. 
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason reported he had misspoke at the last meeting. He stated the Imagine Concrete meetings will now take place on the third Tuesday of each month, still at the Pilots’ Lounge and still at 6:00 p.m. He stated the next meeting will be September 17. 

He reported he has spoken with David Soule regarding the change in the foundation for the shed and he is redoing the drawings and plans. Discussion ensued regarding what type and how much wood Ed Rogge needs for cutting the lumber for the shed. Mayor Wilson stated he will take care of the needed wood. 

Jason also reported the harvest at the community garden has been really good again this year. Marla stated there had been a lot of tomatoes. 

Discussion ensued regarding the donations for the salad bar at the school that had been made so far. Andrea reported the last time she checked the website the school was up to around $785.00 dollars. It was stated if they can reach the $1,300.00 mark that someone else has agreed to donate the rest. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Absent. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported she is working with BIAS on getting the contract together and will begin gathering data. She stated the actual conversion will probably not occur until January or February of 2014. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Absent

Mayor’s Report: Nothing further. 

Announcements: Jason announced Imagine Concrete will be accepting donations for the Concrete Plaza project so they can issue tax deductible receipts. 

Andrea Fichter asked Jim Jenkins if he knew if the Big Bird Fly-in was going to take place this year. Jim stated he was not sure. Carol Fabrick reported that Ted Hendrickson is usually in charge of this and there have not been a lot of interests that last few years so she was not sure if they would be holding it this year. 

Jim Jenkins asked if anyone knew if 2014 would be the 30th year of the old fashioned fly-in. Discussion ensued with no one actually knowing what year this would be. 

Executive Session: None. 

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 8:31 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


