Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
August 26, 2013

7:00 p.m. Mayor Pro-tem Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Pro-tem Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Mike Bartel, and Marla Reed. 

Staff Present: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins and Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter. 
 

Audience Members Signed In: Carol Fabrick, Don Payne, Bill Pfeiffer and June Moore. 

Public Participation: None.
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported on an issue they are looking into regarding a mental health patient who informed his counselor he would like to bring his pistol with him to his next appointment. Sergeant Kading stated the man has a concealed pistol license, but they are looking into any rules regarding being able to bring his weapon with him to a mental health visit at a county building. 


Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: Cody gave an update on the three Transportation Improvement Board grant applications that were submitted last week. He stated the total funding request for all three projects is around $600,000.00. He stated the three projects are State Route 20 and Superior intersection and pedestrian improvements, sidewalks on West Main Street from Superior Avenue to Grassmere Road, and an overlay of West Main Street. He also reported there may be a chance to combine the sidewalk and overlay projects for West Main into one project, which would create an overall savings for these two projects. Cody also reported there will be no matching requirement by the town for any of this funding. He stated the grant awards will be made in November for the 2014 funding cycle.

Cody also reported on the completion of the chip seal project on Superior Avenue. He stated once the gravel disperses some; Public Works can then sweep the street and then the paint striping can take place. 

Cody also reported the Henry Thompson bridge inspection will take place tomorrow. He stated public works will have the bridge closed during this inspection. He also reported this work is being completed with an interlocal between the county and WSDOT, as well as the interlocal between the county and the town. 

Dave Pfeiffer asked Cody if he knew how the county schedules work for when they do their roads. Cody reported they are usually on a 2- to 3-year maintenance schedule for all their roads, which also depends on the condition of any particular road. 
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: August 12, 2013

· Approval of Claims Warrants: #27832-#27846

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Dave Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: Robert Peterson – Cedar Creek Plat: Andrea updated the council on the memo from David Day and the summary of the Rob Peterson and Jerry Robinson projects that was included in their council packets. 


Jack Mears stated he believes since Jerry Robinson was not charged a fine, that Rob Peterson should not have been fined and the town should rescind his fines. Jack stated he believed Jerry Robinson had been hooked to water and sewer when he and Dave Pfeiffer made a site visit during that project. 

Alan Wilkins stated Jerry Robinson was only connected to the sewer at that time. 

Jack Mears stated again he believes the fines were not warranted and would like to see the town refund these fines that were paid by Rob Peterson. 

Discussion ensued regarding the differences between Rob Peterson’s project and Jerry Robinson’s project and the differences between the illegal connection and illegal turn-on of services. 

Jack Mears further stated he would like to know what the council thinks. He stated the town has done a lot of road blocking. He stated he believes town staff, the engineer at the time and the planner at the time raked Rob Peterson through the coals and put up road blocks. He further stated he believes staff makes it difficult to develop in this town. 

Alan Wilkins stated he resents the implication that he and other staff members make it difficult for developers and requested a public apology from Jack Mears. Alan stated he will not accept that he personally causes problems. He stated he follows town code and the rules that are in place, which are set by the council. Alan stated if the council would like to change any of the rules and regulations, that would be fine, but it is his job to follow the codes currently in place. 

An argument ensued between Jack Mears and Alan Wilkins. Mayor Pro-tem pounded the gavel and requested that both men cease with the finger pointing and arguing. He further stated that Jack Mears should give the same respect to Alan that was given to him by Alan when Jack was speaking. Jack Mears stated that Alan is not a member of this council and has no reason to speak. Mayor Pro-tem Miller stated Alan is a staff member with useful knowledge regarding this project and most definitely has the right to speak on this issue. 

Marla Reed stated she doesn’t recall exactly what Jerry Robinson said or didn’t say or what actually occurred during that time …

Rob Peterson interrupted Marla, stating he spoke with Mayor Wilson and Jack McCormick over the weekend and discussed the whole situation. He stated he would like to wait for the mayor to be present to hold this discussion. 

Marla stated that she remembers Rob having a lot of problems with the weather and other issues. She also requested clarification on the fines he paid. 

Andrea reported the fines he paid were for the current issues, not for anything that occurred at the beginning of the project in 2006. 

Dave Pfeiffer asked Rob, you hooked up the water and sewer and started using the water correct? Dave further stated to Rob, as a developer and contractor you knew this needed to be inspected. 

Rob Peterson stated that yes he knew it needed to be inspected, but he was here on a weekend working and was in a hurry. He further stated he probably should have waited. Rob again stated he would like to have the mayor here during this discussion. 

Mayor Pro-tem Miller tabled further discussion until the next meeting. 

Salad Bars for Schools Donation Request: Andrea stated she included information from the State Auditor’s Office regarding the town donating funds toward the grant requirement for matching funds for the salad bar at the school. She stated the town is not allowed to donate for this particular fundraiser. She stated it would be considered a gift of public funds. 

Salary Amendment – Ordinance #712: It was stated this is the official document approving the salary amendment for the Groundskeeper and the Public Works Maintenance worker that was discussed at the last meeting. 

An audience member asked for clarification on this item. Andrea Fichter explained a current employee is going from full-time back to part-time, and another part-time employee was hired, and this document reflects the changes in salaries for those positions. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve Ordinance #712. Dave Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Software Upgrade Proposals: Andrea updated the council on the proposals received from BIAS Software and Vision Municipal Services. She stated that BIAS is less expensive, as well as a good software. She stated BIAS representatives came to Town Hall and gave a presentation on their software. She also reminded council the responses the town got back from all the other towns and cities with the number of users who had and were happy with BIAS and Vision; those two softwares were the most popular. 

Discussion ensued on the software and the costs. Dave Pfeiffer questioned if this would be paid for out of the General Fund. Andrea reported a portion from various funds would be used to pay for this, since all funds will benefit from this software. 

Marla Reed made a motion to go with BIAS Software and to pay the amount in full if feasible. Dave Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Lot #41 Lease Approval – Gary Dunlap: Andrea reported this lot became vacant and was offered to the people on the waiting list. She stated that Gary Dunlap had accepted the lease when notified of its availability. 

Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to approve the lease agreement. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Airport Access and Use: Discussion ensued on the horses and/or ponies that were reported on the airport property and runway at the last council meeting. Andrea stated that she and David Day had found sections in the code pertaining to this. She asked if the council would like to put up signage not to allow horses or cattle on the airport property. 

Jack Mears and Dave Pfeiffer both stated they believed this would not become an issue and that signage is not necessary. 

Marla Reed stated that if it does become an issue in the future, then we could revisit putting up signage. 

On-Call Town Planner Agreement – Skagit Surveyors: Andrea reported this is basically the same agreement the City of Mount Vernon has with Skagit Surveyors and that she just updated some of the language to the fit the town’s needs. She also stated that David Day and Marianne had both reviewed the agreement. 

Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to approve the agreement. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Marianne asked if there were procedures in place for who should sign first and that she will meet with Andrea next week to go over any current projects and get a list of items that need to be completed. 
New Business: Airport Lot #37/#38 Transfer Request – Porter to Museum: Dave Pfeiffer stated he disagrees with this transfer because of the build rule exemption listed in section three (3) of the agreement. He stated the town has leases in place for a reason and shouldn’t be making exemptions for one individual. 

Marla Reed stated that she agrees with Dave. She further stated the council has worked long and hard on the leases over the years. 

Jack Mears read from language in the proposed agreement regarding if the museum no longer wanted the lots or if the lots were transferred to someone else, then the hangar build rule would come back into effect. Jack reported the museum wants this area for parking. Jack stated the town could possibly issue a conditional use permit or a variance to allow for the parking and the museum would then not have to build a hangar on these lots. Jack further stated the current lease holder, Bob Porter, is not going to build, so why not let the museum use these lots for parking. He stated the town could put a time frame on how long this can be used as parking and not have a hangar on it. Jack would like to discuss this with David Day and see what can be done. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated he still disagrees with the town letting the museum have these lots with the exemption for the build rule. He stated the council has begun to enforce the build rule and if we let the museum have an exemption, then we are going to have to give other leaseholders the same options. 

Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to deny this transfer. 

Jack Mears discussed how the museum brings business into town and we should be giving people a break. He stated he believes the Model Building, Rob Peterson and others who run into things like this should be getting a break and they deserve some slack. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated he doesn’t see how a parking lot can bring more business into town. 


Jason Miller stated he believes this would be a move backward for the town. He stated the town can bend the rules every time someone wants to change something, or you can have set rules, enforce them evenly across the board, and try to keep things moving forward. 

Marla Reed asked how we know the museum is bringing in this much revenue to the town. She stated she never sees anyone parked at the museum. 

Jack Mears stated there may not be a lot of cars parked there, but they bring in a lot of planes to the airport. 

Marla Reed stated that if we were to do this, then we should charge them more; at least this would be a precedent the council could set. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated he would like to see these lots offered to someone on the waiting list and see if there is someone on it who does want to build. 

Mike Bartel seconded the original motion to deny this agreement and added “how it is written at this time.” The motion carried with Jack Mears opposed. 
Discussion Items: 45501 Main Street- Herrera Property: Andrea stated that once Marianne starts, we can begin to move forward on the surplus and sale of this property. 
Superior Building: Jason Miller handed out a preliminary copy of the roof design for this building. He also reported that he and Alan are going to meet with Doug Aamott to get a quote for a new roof. Alan reported that Tuesdays and Thursdays work best for him. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Nothing further to report. 

Parks: Jason Miller: No report. 
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason reported the next meeting will be September 19, 2013, at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. He also reported these meetings will now be held on the third Thursday of every month. 

Jason also reported on a grant application that was submitted under the Imagine Concrete Foundation for $15,000 for green houses and possibly gravel for the walk ways. 

Jason also reported the Imagine Concrete Foundation held its annual board meeting on August 22, 2013, and the minutes and annual report should be released soon. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Nothing further. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported on the budget workshop she attended last week. She stated that she will be putting together a summary of this workshop. She also stated she would really like to have at least one council member attend next year’s workshop. Marla Reed and Dave Pfeiffer both stated their interest in attending next year. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported they got the MBT back online. He also stated he has been working on getting James Luttrell trained at the wastewater treatment plant. He stated it is going really good so far. 

Mayor’s Report: None. 

Announcements: None. 

Executive Session: None. 

 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:15 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


