Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
June 10, 2013

7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed and Jason Miller. 

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins and Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter. 
 

Audience Members Signed In: John Boggs, and Carol Fabrick. 

Public Participation: Sheriff Will Reichardt – Jail Project: Sheriff Reichardt stated that he wanted to come to council tonight and touch base with them regarding the new jail project and to relay the status of this project. He stated he especially wanted to update them on the proposed sales tax increase that will be on the ballot this August and will assist in paying for this new facility. He stated originally the current jail was built to house eighty-four (84) inmates. He stated that by 1991 they had to double-bunk the rooms to increase the number of inmates they were able to house. He reported in 2002 they again added more bunks and still had to expand the jail again in 2006, which currently houses around 200 inmates. Sheriff Reichardt stated that now it is quite obvious the jail is overcrowded. He reported they are seeing a lot more conflicts between inmates, as well as other issues caused by overcrowding. He also stated in 2007 and 2008, when the economy started to decline, they decided they could not approach the already burdened voters with a proposal to increase their taxes to pay for a new facility, so they put it off until recently. 

Sheriff Reichardt reported they currently outsource some their inmates to other jails due to the fact there is no room at the current facility. He stated this costs the county around $25,000.00 per inmate per year and they are currently outsourcing around twenty-five (25) inmates. 

He reported they have put together a council of different Skagit County leaders to discuss and develop this project. He reported that discussions began with whether or not a new jail was needed or if the current jail could be renovated, as well as if the county could afford to outsource more prisoners. He stated it was determined the construction of a new jail would be the most-cost effective approach. He also reported it is projected by 2025 they will need room for about 400 inmates. He stated the new facility would be suitable for this number, along with the possibility of expanding in the future if needed. He also reported it was determined the new facility would need to be located in South Mount Vernon, near the courthouse. He reported they have found two (2) suitable pieces of property and are currently working through the process on both pieces to see which one will be more suitable to their needs. 

Sheriff Reichardt explained the sales tax increase that will be placed on the ballot in August for a vote of the public. He stated that three-tenths (3/10) of one percent (1%) of all the sales tax collected in Skagit County would be used to construct the new facility, if passed by the voters. He reported the council had to work with some other towns and cities to have them remove the same measure from their ballots so the county could add theirs. He stated these towns and cities have signed off on this, allowing the county to pursue this revenue, as is allowed by RCW for public safety. He stated they are currently working on an interlocal agreement between all the cities, towns and the county that details the sales tax increase being given to the county; in exchange, the county will no longer charge them for daily jail housing costs. He stated with the interlocal agreement, the different jurisdictions will still have to pay the original booking fee, but not the daily costs associated with housing these inmates. 


He reported the council is currently working on putting together a public education campaign called Skagit County Citizens for Public Safety. He stated they need to educate people on the importance of this ballot measure being approved. 

Jack Mears questioned what would be done with the current facility. Sheriff Reichardt the current facility would most likely be used as county office space or storage. He stated it would not be cost-effective to try and run two jails systems. 

Dave Pfeiffer questioned if the town currently pays the daily housing costs or booking fees. Sheriff Reichardt stated the town does not currently pay these costs because these costs are factored into the contract between the town and the county for law enforcement services. 

Mayor Wilson questioned how much the new facility is going to cost. Sheriff Reichardt reported the new facility is going to cost an estimated fifty-five (55) million dollars to construct, including the land purchase. 

Dave Pfeiffer questioned if the three-tenths of one-percent would be enough to pay for this facility. Sheriff Reichardt stated it has been estimated this should be more than sufficient and that if they had been receiving this revenue in 2013, it was estimated the county would have gotten around six (6) million dollars in 2013. Sheriff Reichardt also reported the increase in sales tax would bring the county sales tax rate from 8.2% to 8.5%, which is still lower than a lot of surrounding counties. 


Jason Miller questioned the timeline on construction if the ballot measure passes. Sheriff Reichardt stated they would not begin to see the actual revenue until sometime around March of 2014, which would put construction being finished hopefully sometime in 2017. 

Sheriff Reichardt discussed the two sites that are being discussed for this new facility. He stated they are both around nine (9) acre sites, which should be large enough for the facility and would also allow for expansion in the future. 

Dave Pfeiffer questioned if he foresees any pushback from the surrounding property owners. Sheriff Reichardt stated that hopefully they would not have any issues from the property owners, but there is always that chance. 

Jason Miller questioned when the town would be able to see the interlocal agreement. Sheriff Reichardt stated this agreement is still in the beginning stages, but he could forward the draft to the council for its review. 

Audience member John Boggs questioned if the town may see a decrease in their contract amount if they agree to turn over their portion of the sales tax revenue. Sheriff Reichardt stated that unfortunately no, there would not be a decrease in the contract amount. He stated these would be two (2) separate pools of money and the sales tax revenue would be used for the construction of the jail. 

Dave Pfeiffer questioned if the county may be able to take in outsourced inmates from other jails when the new jail is built, since it will be larger. Sheriff Reichardt stated this could be an option. He stated when they first get it up and running they may have room to house outsourced inmates, which could generate revenue for the county. He stated he would like to see this revenue generated if possible and hopefully then they would be able to alleviate some of the costs to Skagit County citizens. 

Mike Bartel questioned if the staffing level would change with the new facility and updated equipment. Sheriff Reichardt stated the new facility will be larger, but will require a minimal increase in staffing because it will run more efficiently than the current facility. 

Audience member Cody Hart questioned if the current facility has been looked at as a potential revenue source, such as leasing the building for office spaces. Sheriff Reichardt stated that with the amount of upgrades and renovation needed to allow them to do that, it would not be cost-effective. He also stated that continuing to run this facility as a jail with the new facility would not be cost-effective or efficient for staffing. 

Sheriff Reichardt thanked the council for its time and stated he will email a copy of the draft agreement to Andrea for the council to review. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported there has been a small increase in calls, which he stated seems to happen as the weather gets nicer. 

Mayor Wilson reported on five (5) kids that Jason Miller saw running from the generator building near the Superior Building. Jason reported he was not able to identify any of them. Alan Wilkins reported they got this building sealed back up and also stated there used to be ecology blocks in that area to keep people out of the building. 

Mayor Wilson also reported the fireworks have begun already and some kids are still riding their motorbikes down the street. These types of issues always come up when the weather gets nicer, but the deputies are handling it. 


Mike Bartel reported on an incident over the weekend where a lady was driving up and down Limestone Street hanging out of her car window. He expressed his concern for the safety of his children and others. 

Mayor Wilson also reported on some possible heroin houses in town. Sergeant Kading stated that heroin is huge in the county right now and there have been a lot of overdoses reported throughout the county. He reported they are currently watching certain areas within town and have been in communication with some residents in these areas for information. He also stated he welcomes calls and reports from citizens regarding this and other issues. 


Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: Cody reported there is not a lot going on at the moment, but we are in grant application season. He reported on one grant they are applying for that at this point looks to be good for getting the lagoon decommissioned and the Public Works shop built. 

He also reported he had heard a rumor the Public Works Trust Fund was not going to be getting any money in the budget determinations this year. He just wanted to let council know this was just a rumor and the State Budget has not yet been set. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: May 28, 2013
· Approval of Claims Warrants: #27719 to #27751

· Approval of Payroll Warrants

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: Resolution #2013-04-Approval of Shorelines Master Program: Andrea reported this is the resolution that approves the Shorelines Master Program as adopted by council motion at the last meeting. She also stated a copy of this resolution will go to the Department of Ecology, along with the rest of the submittals. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve Resolution #2013-04. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried with Dave Pfeiffer abstained. 
New Business: Elect Mayor Pro-tem: Mayor Wilson opened it up for nominations. Jack Mears nominated Jason Miller. With no other nominations, Mike Bartel seconded the nomination for Jason Miller. The nomination passed with Jason Miller abstained. 

Events Application-Chautauqua Troupe Parade: Andrea reported she told the applicant she was not sure if the council would require an events application for this or not. She reported this group will be doing a fundraiser at the Concrete Theatre on July 31 but would like to go from the Resource Center to the theater in parade form. They are not requesting anything from the town, just to walk down the street to the theater, which should only take about 5 to 10 minutes. 

It was the consensus of the council that an events application is not needed for this. 
Discussion Items: 45501 Main Street- Herrera Property: Nothing new. 
5b’s Bakery: Mayor Wilson reported the Bealses signed the final paperwork and the check for the amount stated in the agreement has been received by the town and they are good to go. 
Superior Building: Nothing new. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack Mears reported the County Fire Marshall and the Town Fire Chief were both at the airport last week looking at the spot for the fuel station. He reported an emergency shut off will need to be placed no closer than twenty (20) feet and no farther than fifty (50) feet from the station. He stated we will still need to get an agreement in place for leasing this property to the museum and indemnifying the town. 

Jason Miller stated he remembers them saying it would take around five (5) or six (6) months to get all the paperwork in place. 

Jack Mears also stated the runway needs to be crack sealed. Alan Wilkins stating now that the weather is nicer they should be able to do this soon. Jack also reported on an alder tree that needs to be removed near lot #4. Mayor Wilson stated he will speak with Jim Jenkins about this tree. 

Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported the Parks Committee met tonight and took a walk to Veterans Memorial Park, where they discussed the possible tree plantings. He stated they spot-located all the electrical, water and sewer lines in that area. He stated that putting the trees along the Main Street side may not be feasible, but the west side of the park might be more suitable. He stated they discussed putting only the different flag poles along the Main Street side instead. 

Jason also reported Alan Wilkins is going to order a sign for the Silo Park water hydrant that states the water is not potable and is not considered drinking water. 

Jason also reported that Nicolette Thornton provided the town with a bunch of plants for the different beds in town. He stated that Jackie Black has began weeding different areas and getting them ready for these plants. He also reported some of the 4-H Club kids got the Welcome to Concrete sign weeded and cleaned up by Cascade Burgers and will also be doing the Welcome to Concrete sign on the east end of town and getting those both ready to be re-painted. 

He also reported on three (3) available slabs for picnic tables at the Garden Club Park. He stated he is going to contact Job Corps to see what their options are for concrete picnic tables. He reported through the Chamber of Commerce they are often getting phone calls asking for areas or parks in town with access to picnic tables and he believes this is a good area for that. 
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason reported the next regular meeting will be June 12, 2013, 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. He reported the shed that was donated by Darrel and Marla Reed is now secured and they are going to begin moving stuff into it. He also reported they have been planting like crazy, with lots of the beds already planted out. He also reported Finney Farm is tending to six (6) out of the eight (8) food bank beds. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Mayor Wilson reported this position is still vacant, but a meeting is planned for next Monday at 6 p.m. to discuss if this position should be an employee or contract position. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported she is still researching investment options. She stated she had a phone conversation with Patsy Nelson from City of Sedro-Woolley, who was very helpful. Andrea reported that Patsy had suggested contacting the Cities of Burlington and Mount Vernon, who have a bit more money and may have other investment options they utilize. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported on some possible danger trees that may need to be removed near Nims Place that are in the town right-of-way. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported he received a phone call from Cameron Bailey at Senator Pearson’s office, letting him know there is no news yet on the Public Safety Building funding. Mayor Wilson reported they just went into another special session to get the budget finalized. 

Mayor Wilson also reported on a request he received from Marlin Aaenson, the owner of the Model Building. Mayor Wilson reported he visited with Mr. Aaenson over the weekend and made a site visit to the Model Building. He reported that according to the letter the town sent Mr. Aaenson regarding the lien on this property, if he performed improvements the town would release the lien. Mayor Wilson stated he has done some major improvements to this building and is requesting this lien be released now. Andrea Fichter stated he did pick up and pay for a building permit last week and the building inspector was going to do an inspection last Friday. She stated that she is not sure how that inspection went. 


It was the consensus of the council to release the lien, depending on how the inspection by the building inspector went. 

Mayor Wilson stated if Jack McCormick, the Building Inspector says the inspection went well, then Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter is to call the town attorney to have the lien released. This was approved by the council. 
Announcements: Jack Mears reported he and his wife Doris did some cleaning up around the gates at the airport and charged a minimal amount at Cascade Supply that should be paid for out of the Airport Fund. 

Mayor Wilson reported he would like to schedule another staff /council retreat. It was decided to hold this retreat at Veterans Memorial Park on August 24 at 6 p.m. 
Executive Session: None. 

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 8:13 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
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