Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
May 28, 2013

7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed and Jason Miller. 

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins and Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter. 
 

Audience Members Signed In: Carol Fabrick, Bill Pfeifer, Don Payne, Jim Jenkins, Barry Smith and George Theodoratus. 

Public Participation: Jim Jenkins, Barry Smith – Airport Fueling Station: Jim Jenkins stated he represents the museum and is here tonight to talk about a proposal for installing a fueling station at the airport. Jim introduced Barry Smith, who is new to the museum board and is assisting with the research efforts for this. 

Barry reported he is from the Snohomish County area and started the Future of Flight facility at Paine Field. He reported on different events that have taken place at this facility that he has been in charge of managing and the amount of people who visit each year. He reported that he got to know Harold Hanson about 35 years ago. He reported before Harold passed away he set up a family trust for the museum. Barry stated that he was asked a few years ago to assist the family in setting up the museum and the aircraft and how to assess them. He reported the family has a great collection with a lot of unique aircraft and Jim has been able to complete some needed restorations as well. Barry also reported on some recent appraisals that have been completed and have brought new light to the worth of the collection. He stated they have some ideas on how to use the Concrete Museum to their advantage and other ideas they have discussed. He stated the installation of the fueling station was brought up by the trust and they would like to do this at their expense. He stated their reason for coming to the council tonight was to get their feel about this idea and if they feel it’s desirable. He stated he realized this will be a lengthy process, but before proceeding much further they wanted to discuss the idea with council. He also reported the museum moving to Arlington that has been discussed previously, has been put on hold indefinitely and they are going to focus their efforts on the Concrete airport instead. He reported they are looking into the possibility of adding paved parking areas as well. 

Mayor Wilson asked what the plan was for the location of the fuel station. Jack Mears stated that he believed it would be most feasible to have it placed near the windsock area. Jack also reported the only thing they will need to connect to this is a 110-volt line and a hard line or wireless phone connection. He also stated these will be above-ground tanks. Jack also stated the international fire code will need to be researched, as well as other rules and regulations. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated that this is the best and safest way to have fuel now: above-ground tanks with double walls. He stated there is less worry about failure, as there is with underground tank. 

Jim Jenkins reported they are currently researching the cost for a 2,000-gallon tank. Jim also stated that aviation fuel keeps longer than regular auto fuel, but a 3,500-gallon tank may be too much. 

Andrea Fichter asked how the line up at the pump would work for busier times at the airport for things like the fly-in. Jim stated they have already been discussing this and have a plan coming together. He stated that all planes are required to register prior to the event and part of the registration will be for them to state whether they will need to refuel while in town. 

Mike Bartel asked David Day about the liability to the town and any insurance requirements. David stated since this would be a private entity taking this on, the town would need to have some type of formal lease or agreement in place that holds the town harmless. He also stated the town will need to review its own land use and airport layout plans to make sure a fueling station is allowed. David stated he doesn’t believe that any of these items make this infeasible, but may have some things that will need to be changed or updated. He also stated the council will need to see the actual plan to really see what is going to be needed. 

Marla Reed asked if the museum is really willing to pay for the entire installation and will not be asking any of the leaseholders to contribute. Jim Jenkins and Barry Smith both stated the museum will not be asking for anything from the lease holders and intends to fully fund the installation of a fueling station. 

Jason Miller asked if there are other items that need to be considered such as increased traffic at the airport that may happen with fuel being available. It was stated that 10 to 15 years ago the traffic was ten times more than it is now and we didn’t have a problem then. Jim Jenkins stated that aviation is down right now, so although there may be an increase it shouldn’t be significant enough to make that much of impact trafficwise. 

Mayor Wilson stated that another good point to this is that this may encourage current leaseholders to stay in Concrete and get their hangars built. 

Dave Pfeiffer reported on a pilot who comes into town quite frequently with his sea plane. Dave stated he flies up to the lakes and does touch downs and such and would probably stay in town longer if he didn’t have to leave to go refuel. David also stated this would be a benefit to those who actually reside in town as well. He stated that he cannot see a disadvantage to this and it would be a great asset to the town. 

Mike Bartel questioned if the town would see an increase in lease revenue or other revenues by having the fueling station at the airport. David Day stated that some type of agreement would have to be put into place detailing the property that will be used and the cost to use it. 

It was the consensus of the council for the museum to proceed with council support, to put a plan together to bring back before council in the future on installation of a fueling station. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported that he has spoken with the Sheriff’s Department about a Honda motorcycle that has been seen driving up and down the streets at increased speeds and doing wheelies with passengers on the back. Mayor Wilson stated that someone is going to get hurt. 


Sergeant Kading stated that he has attempted to make contact with the owners and/or parents of the bike owners. 

Mayor Wilson reported the April incident report was distributed. Sergeant Kading also reported there have not been any big changes in the amount of calls for the last few months. 


Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: Absent. Mayor Wilson reported Cody had a scheduling conflict this evening. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: May 13, 2013
· Approval of Claims Warrants: #27702-#27718

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: Shorelines Master Program Update: Mayor Wilson opened this portion of the meeting up by inviting Oscar Graham to give a brief update and summary for the Shorelines Master Program update. 

Oscar reported that a work session was held about a month ago with the council to discuss this update and review the preliminary documents. Oscar reported that Rick Cisar was instrumental in getting the funding to have this document updated. He also reported that Jeroldine Hallberg was instrumental in setting up the public open houses, meetings, and the planning commission meetings to discuss this as well. He also stated that Andrea Fichter has been very helpful in getting this to the final stages and would like to thank her and the Planning Commission, of which some are in attendance this evening—Carol Fabrick, Don Payne and George Theodoratus—for all their hard work. 

Oscar reviewed the summary of the document and the GIS map that identifies the features within the shorelines. He stated that with this process, they were able to get this map updated. He stated they were also required to prepare a public participation plan. He stated they held 15 different meetings with the Planning Commission, made documents available to the public by putting them on the website, notified property owners, and held open houses. Oscar reported they made sure that property owners were notified through each step of this process. 


Oscar also reported an inventory was completed that was utilized to actually develop this document. He reported that each planning segment was documented thoroughly. 

He stated that a draft impact analysis was completed, as well as plans for restoration projects within the shorelines. He reported they got some good ideas for restoration of certain areas, as well as environmental restoration projects, which will help to assist the town in improving the shoreline areas and promote recreation. 

Oscar stated this is a regulatory document. He reported that many of the town’s current regulations are encompassed within this document. He stated that some of the regulations are required under state statue. He also reported the county is currently updating its master program as well. He stated the town is required by Department of Ecology to adhere to certain regulations. 

Oscar reviewed the comments submitted by the Department of Natural Resources that he stated he considered to be supportive in nature. He stated there was one thing mentioned in the letter regarding a possible land dispute within the shorelines area and he would advise the town not to get involved with the dispute. The dispute itself does not have anything to do with this document. 

Oscar also reviewed the final adoption process. He stated that first the town will adopt and complete a Resolution or Ordinance. Then the final version will be sent to the Department of Ecology, which will either approve the document as is or will send back to the town for changes. He stated if Ecology does have changes, the town may have to readopt with the changes. 

Jason Miller asked about the reference made to a right and left bank in the letter from the Department of Natural Resources. He asked how we could know which is the east bank or west bank. Oscar stated that when discussing right and left banks, this is determined when facing downstream. 

With no further comments or questions from the council, Mayor Wilson opened the hearing to the public at 7:45 p.m. With no public comments, the Mayor closed the public hearing at 7:45 p.m.

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the Shorelines Master Program Update. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried with Dave Pfeiffer abstained. 

Old Business: Advanced Refreshment LLC Contract Amendment: Andrea referred the council to her email exchange with Shane Banks. She stated there seemed to be some concern expressed by Advanced with the proposed rate for 2014. She reported that after discussion, they agreed to the rate amount, but wanted it noted that they are not seeing increases from any of their other suppliers and this will be remembered during future negotiations. Andrea reported that she just wanted to make sure the council was aware of this discussion so that we can keep this in mind come next year when we will be renewing the contract with Advanced. 
New Business: Time Value Investments-Bond Options: Andrea referred the council to the information included in the packets regarding the possibility of purchasing bonds. She stated that right now interest rates are so low; the town is barely getting any investment revenue. She stated this may be a good option for increasing that investment revenue. She stated she was told the bonds are guaranteed. She also reported that she does not fully understand the process yet, but it would require setting up a third party safekeeping account with a different bank. She also reported it is possible to call these bonds after a predetermined amount of time. 

It was stated whatever amount of money is decided to put into the bond would not be usable if something came up during the time you needed to access it and couldn’t. 

It was the consensus of the council to research the bonds further with Sedro-Woolley and other cities that may use them, and to also look into other investment options. 
Discussion Items: 45501 Main Street- Herrera Property: Nothing new. 
5b’s Bakery: Mayor Wilson reported he was not able to make contact with the Bealses. He stated he will make sure he does this soon. 

Jack Mears asked about the model building being red tagged. Andrea explained the building had not actually been red tagged. She stated the building inspector met with the owner and a building permit application has been submitted. She stated the building inspector needed to know for sure what the owner was doing so that he wouldn’t have to red tag the building. 

Jack Mears stated the town should make it easier for businesses and the town should be bending over backward to help these businesses and act like we want to help these people. He stated too many businesses are not being able to make it here. 


Jason Miller stated there are certain procedures that are in place for a reason. He stated a town cannot operate without proper rules and procedures. He also stated that he feels the town did bend over backward to assist the Bealses, which is why the agreement was developed for the land and connection fee swap. He stated it was unfortunate the appraisal came in so low. He stated the town was also generous in reducing sewer fees for Mr. Aaenson, owner of The Model building. He stated he believes the overall goal right now for The Model building is to get it cleaned up and ready for actual tenants. 
Superior Building: Nothing new. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack Mears reported things are going along fine and it would be great to get fuel up there. 


Dave Pfeiffer reported that the use of the water tanker is working and the grass is getting greener. 

Parks: Jason Miller: Nothing new. 
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason reported the next regular meeting will be June 12, 2013, 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. He reported the meeting planned for June 21 has been postponed at this time. He stated they would like to be fully ready when they go to elected officials seeking funds. He stated it was brought up at the Revitalize Washington Conference that when approaching elected officials or other funding agencies that you need to know exactly what you are wanting from that particular official—you need to have a plan. Jason reported they will work on putting some actual plans together and then rescheduling this meeting. 

Jason reported on work going on in the community garden. He also reported on an article that will be in the June issue of Grow Magazine with a feature on the community garden. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Andrea Fichter reported there seemed to be a little bit of confusion from the last council meeting as to what the council actually wanted from Marianne at Skagit Surveyors. 

It was stated the council would like to have Marianne come into Town Hall and do an audit of the planning position to determine not only what documents and other items need to be updated, but to also determine if this position would be better suited for a contract or employee position. The council would like to know what she would charge to perform this audit. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea stated that each council member and the mayor got a copy of the Annual Report, which has already been submitted. She stated if anyone has any questions on this document to please call her or come into the office. She also referred the council members to a letter in their packets that discusses an upcoming meeting given by the Department of Fish and Wildlife regarding elk management. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported the membrane plate seams have separated. He stated he is working with Enviroquip to determine what is causing this issue. He stated he is hoping it is a manufacture defect. He stated if it is not, we might be able to turn it into the insurance. 


Dave Pfeiffer asked if he has been contact with other owners of plants like this and if they are having any similar problems. Alan stated other plants are not having similar issues and he is currently working with the manufacturers to determine what is causing these issues. 

Alan reported they are still working on the lagoon issue as well. He stated the plan is still to move the stock piles to that area once it’s filled in. 

Discussion ensued on the cost to replace all the membranes. It was stated the plant has around 1,600 plates and will cost $100 to $125 a plate to replace. It was stated this is a big cost that will be coming in the next 5 years or so. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson discussed a potential personnel matter and pending performance review. 

Mayor Wilson also reported Alan will be working on getting a surplus list together of items that need to be surplussed and sold, such as the grader. 
Announcements: Jason Miller reported on the field trip to Town Hall that Mrs. Bianchini’s 3rd grade class had last week. He stated they put on a mock council meeting and debated the issue of wearing hats in the classroom. It was the stated the final vote of the class was not to wear hats in class. It was also stated the kids did very well with their responses and reasons for either wanting to wear hats or not wanting to wear hats. Andrea also referred the council to the pictures hung in the entrance that were done by this class as well. It was also stated that after leaving Town Hall, the kids got to visit the fire department as well. 
Executive Session: None. 

 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:34 p.m. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


