  Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
April 22, 2013

7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed and Jason Miller. 

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day and Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter.

 

Audience Members Signed In: Carol Fabrick and Don Payne. 

Public Participation: Julie Brooker – Utility Payment: Ms. Brooker reported to council that she has a delinquent utility account that is due for payment in full by tomorrow or her water service will be terminated. She stated she has no means of making this payment until the first of May. She stated she just began a new job a few weeks ago and doesn’t get her first paycheck until May 1. She further reported she didn’t have any other options than coming before council. She reported she had set up a payment arrangement back in September that was paid off in January, so she unable by town rules to set up another arrangement on this account until July of this year. She also stated she can pay the account in full when she gets paid.

Mayor Wilson reviewed the rules for setting up and paying off utility payment arrangements. 

Jack Mears and Marla Reed both stated they believe since she at least came to council now instead of waiting until her water had actually been shut off, they can agree to waiting until the first of May for her to pay on this account. 

Mayor Wilson asked her about her last payment in January and that no payment has been received since that time. Julie stated she made the final payment on the payment arrangement in January and since that time quit going to school and most recently got this new job. 

Jack Mears made a motion for a one-time reprieve on this account. 

Jason Miller questioned what the total amount due on the account is. Andrea Fichter reported the total amount due is $138.18. Jason asked Julie if she would be able to pay the account in full at the first of the month. Julie stated that yes she would be able to make this payment in full. 

Jack Mears amended his motion to state allowing Julie Brooker until May 2, 2013 to pay this account in full and to avoid water termination until that time. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Julie Brooker thanked the council, reporting it is has been a struggle the last few months and she greatly appreciated the council’s decision. 

Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported things in town appear to be going okay at the present time. He reported on a gentleman across the street they have been having some nuisance issues with, nothing criminal but an unprecedented number of calls to 911. 

Marla Reed asked if the deputies could do some emphasis patrols at the school in the early evenings during the Little League turnouts and games. She reported there have been some speeding cars in this area and she is afraid that someone is going to get hit. 

Jason Miller reported on a message he received via Facebook regarding suspicious activity in the Mill Addition area. Jason stated he forwarded the message to Sergeant Kading for his response. Sergeant Kading reported they have been doing patrols in this area and are aware of the reported suspicious activity. He also reported they stopped a car in that area and arrested two men; one of the men was driving on a suspended license and the other had an outstanding warrant. Sergeant Kading reported the Sheriff’s Office has its own Facebook page and they also have an online reporting process that can be utilized, but he stated he would encourage people to call and report suspicious activity or stop by the office to report it as well. 


Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: Cody reported he is currently working with Alan Wilkins on some waterline layouts for if and when the Public Works Trust Fund money becomes available. He reported he is also working with Alan on some possible Department of Ecology funding for sewer projects, as well as finishing the CCTV project. He stated things are pretty quiet right now, but will begin to get busy again this summer when grant funds become available and these projects start. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: April 8, 2013

· Approval of Claims Warrants: #27647-#27666

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: Advanced Refreshment LLC Contract – Bulk Rate Comparison: Andrea Fichter updated the council on the responses received from multiple jurisdictions on what they charge for bulk water rates. She stated she did not find another municipality that has this type of contract set up with a private company for water sales. Andrea also referenced the e-mail received from Advanced on the amounts they are charged by other private land owners and/or companies. She also reported she feels the town is comparable with the amounts the other entities are charging. 

It was the consensus of the council to continue with the small increases throughout the length of the contract, with the possibility of $0.02 per gallon being a cap at the end of the next contract cycle. 

Ordinance #709 – 2013 Salary Amendment Office Assistant: Andrea reported this is the official ordinance for amending the office assistant salary for the 2013 budget year as discussed at the last council meeting. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve ordinance #709. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
New Business: Waste Management Franchise Agreement – Expires 10-31-2013: Andrea reported she wanted to bring this before council for its review. She stated the agreement expires in October of this year and wanted to allow the council time to review for any suggested changes or additions. Discussion ensued regarding having recycling included in the curbside garbage pickup. It was stated that many years ago this was presented to the public and they were not for it at that time. Andrea reported this contract was put in place in 2005 and people could have changed their minds regarding recycling. She also stated it is allowable by the contract to extend this for an additional two (2) years without the need to re-advertise for these services. 

It was the consensus of the council to research recycling options and if this would be a feasible request to add to the contract. 
Discussion Items: 45501 Main Street- Herrera Property: Andrea Fichter reported she had included in the packets draft documents related to surplussing this property and notice of sale. She also reported we will have to wait until a planner is hired before finalizing the site visit dates and what all the needed permitting is that will be required. 
5b’s Bakery: Andrea reported we are still waiting for final payment to be received from the title company. 
Superior Building: No report. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Dave Pfeiffer requested a consensus from the council on utilizing an abandoned tanker truck for use as a watering truck at the airport. Dave reported that during the summer months, the grass on the taxiway gets pretty dry and he would like to be able use this truck to water this area. He also stated there would be no cost to the town and they would do this with volunteer labor. He also reported the tanker only holds 500 gallons, so they will try it and see if it’s even going to be feasible. 

Jason Miller stated that he is for it, but maybe the grass in this area needs to be reseeded. He stated that he is afraid the watering process may be a losing battle, since turf grass wants to go dormant during the summer months. 


Discussion ensued on the area that needs to be watered and the amount of time and water it will take. 

Mike Bartel suggested trying to lay down a thin layer of dirt or other type of seed. He stated that something that is more able to absorb and hold water may help to better grow the grass in this area. 

It was the consensus of the council to allow them to at least try the watering process. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported that Jackie Black is currently researching different types of street trees for placement in Veterans Memorial Park. 
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason reported the next meeting will be May 8, 2013, 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. He stated Stephanie Morgareidge is currently working on putting together all of the information that was gathered at the last workshop. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: No report. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported she has finished the annual report, which is now being reviewed by the deputy clerk. She also reported that once this is finalized and has been submitted, she will then schedule the audit for this year. 

Dave Pfeiffer asked if there was anything that stood out with the first quarter revenue and expenditure report. He asked if it was apparent at this point how the budget forecast is looking. Andrea reported she did not see any red flags during this first quarter, but would have a better idea of projected budget numbers and how they are coming in at the end of the second quarter. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: No report. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported he and Rich had made a trip to Olympia last week and met with Senators Pearson, Dunshee and Honeyford. Mayor Wilson stated he thanked them for their continued support of the town’s new Fire and Life Safety Facility. He reported the senate is still finalizing its budget and once those numbers are complete, then the Department of Commerce will also finalize its project budgets. He stated that things are still looking good for the town to receive the complete funding for the new Fire and Life Safety Facility. 

Jack Mears asked if any thought had been given to a different location for this building. Mayor Wilson reported the proposed spot is so far the best option, due to the fact that this area is out of the inundation zone, if any of the dams fail. 
Announcements: Andrea reported the vacant position of Town Planner has been advertised for and that applications are due by April 26, 2013. She asked Mayor Wilson if he would still like to set up an interview committee as was done during the last hiring period. Mayor Wilson stated that yes he would like to proceed with an interview committee to include himself, Fichter, Jason Miller and Cody Hart. 

Mayor Wilson also reported that he and Andrea discussed making this a contract position, as is done for the town attorney and building inspector. David Day stated that Andrea should check with Labor and Industries regarding contracts and if this position would be considered a private contractor or an actual worker. 
Executive Session: None. 

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 7:48 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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