Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
February 11, 2013

7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Marla Reed and Jason Miller. Mike Bartel arrived at 7:09 p.m.

Staff Present: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter and Town Planner Jeroldine Hallberg. 

 

Audience Members Signed In: Jackie Black, Don Payne and Carol Fabrick. 

Public Participation: None.
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported the January incident report was included in their packets. Sergeant Kading introduced the new deputy for the East County Detachment. He stated Deputy Steve Dills will be taking Kelly Howell’s place, as Deputy Howell was recently promoted to Sergeant. He also reported that Deputy Dills is also a K-9 handler, so the town will have a dog in the area as well. 


Mayor Wilson reported he and Rich Philips will be attending the Legislative Day in Olympia on February 20 to lobby for the Fire and Life Safety Facility and meet with the Capital Budget Committee. 

Jason Miller reported on some minor vandalism that occurred at the community garden. He stated some elementary school age children were seen by an adult banging one of the gates at the garden. He reported a Sheriff’s deputy followed up with the children’s parents and the gate was fixed quickly after that. Jason reported this is the first incident in a long time that has occurred at the garden. Marla Reed stated she believes having the kids involved with projects at the garden has helped to deter the vandalism. 


Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: Cody reported on the latest pay estimate from Colacurcio Brothers Construction for the Main Street project. He reported he believes Colarcurcio’s subcontractors have all turned in their invoices at this point. He stated they are still working with the contractor to finalize some numbers for excavation. He stated payment is being held by TIB until all finalized documents are in. Cody also stated the amounts on pay request #5 have been verified and is okay to pay once funds are received. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve Pay Request #5 and to pay Colarcurcio Brothers once funds are received from TIB. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Cody also reported the town has made the third round of cuts for the Public Works Trust Fund loan for the metering and waterline projects. He reported he is still waiting to hear back from the Department of Ecology on the grant to complete the CCTV project for the inspection and infiltration study for the rest of the sewer lines in town. Alan Wilkins updated on a phone call he received from David Dunn at the Department of Ecology regarding this grant. Alan reported there is some confusion on whether this is a grant or a loan. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: January 28, 2013

· Approval of Claims Warrants: #27524 - #27552 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: 2013-2018 – 6 Year Transportation Improvement Plan Amendment, Resolution #2013-02: Andrea updated on the need for the amendment. She stated the town’s original local plan had the SR 20 intersection and 2nd Access project listed as one project. She reported since the funding has been secured for the 2nd Access only at this point, the town needs to amend the TIP to show these projects as two separate projects. 

Cody also updated on when the funding will become available and the process for hiring consultants. He also reported there may be more money becoming available for these projects. Cody also reported on the discussions at the SCOG meetings regarding the possibility of adding rural communities to the MPO. Cody reported this would be an added cost to the town, but the town would not really see any benefits from this. Cody stated he is not sure what the actual cost of the increase would be. 

Mayor Wilson asked if the council had any further questions regarding the TIP amendment. 

With no questions from council, Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing at 7:17 p.m. With no public comment, Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing at 7:17 p.m.

Jason Miller made a motion to approve Resolution #2013-02. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried with Dave Pfeiffer opposed. 

Moratorium – Medical Cannabis Dispensaries and Collective Gardens: Andrea referred council members to the examples included in their packets on other jurisdictions’ moratoriums and regulations. She stated it is her understanding the moratorium is in place to allow staff adequate time to develop proper rules and regulations. 

Jason Miller stated his concern is that even though the State has legalized medical cannabis, it is still illegal under Federal law. 

Andrea also stated the town may be able to utilize similar rules to that of what the Liquor Control Board will be using for the stores that will be allowed to sell marijuana. She also stated there are other things to consider, such as the distance from a park or school a dispensary or collective garden would be allowed. 

Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing at 7:24 p.m. 

Frank Knight- Frank stated he has been a medical cannabis patient for many years now. He stated he used to take pharmaceutical medications that tore his body up. He stated with the natural medication that is now allowed, he is much healthier than he was on the pharmaceutical medications. He stated he supports medical cannabis. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated there has not been a lot of interest from the community regarding this matter, and if there is an interest, these people should be making the council aware of the need for these types of facilities. 

Sergeant Kading stated eventually the Liquor Control Board will take over and the medical cannabis and marijuana will be available at certain stores. 

Frank Knight stated he believes it would be safer for a lot of elderly medical cannabis patients to have it available at a dispensary or being able to utilize a collective garden. He stated some of these patients’ only option is to purchase it from illegal vendors. Frank thanked the mayor and council for their time and stated he will contact other interested parties and have them contact the council. He stated he will also provide further information to the council, that he was not as prepared as he would have liked to been tonight. 

Jackie Black: Jackie questioned what exactly the town’s position on this matter is. She stated she is just curious how the moratorium works and what it means. 

It was stated the moratorium was put in place to allow staff time to research laws and develop proper rules and regulations, as well as to see what the state and federal government’s stance would be. 

Dave Pfeiffer asked Frank Knight if there are others in town who benefit from medical cannabis. Frank stated yes and he would contact these people. Frank asked if the council would like a petition on the matter. 

Andrea Fichter stated she believes what the council is looking for is more people to come to council and let them know they could also benefit from the town allowing collective gardens or dispensaries. 

Jack Mears also stated the council only has control over what happens within town limits and not downriver or upriver. 


Marla Reed stated she doesn’t want to make any definite changes until the town is sure on what the State is going to do and what their new regulations may be. 

Starlet Lovelady: Starlet stated that she agrees with Frank. She stated that medical cannabis does service some people and it does help those who need it. 

With no further public comment, Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing at 7:39 p.m. 

Andrea Fichter also reported on a public forum that will be held February 19 in Mount Vernon, put on by the Liquor Control Board regarding the new laws. She also reported she will work with David to develop findings of fact using information that was discussed at this evening’s public hearing. 

Old Business: Sewer Lien Foreclosures: Andrea updated on the sewer liens and the deadline dates for the other two properties that were discussed at the last meeting. She stated the liens expire in July on both properties. She also stated that one of the properties will go to trustee’s sale in May. 

Andrea also updated on the letter sent to Curt Conrad from David Day’s office, regarding his two properties. She reported Curt had called a day or two after the last meeting and had stated he will pay all charges due. She stated at this time the foreclosure has stopped and David has given him until the end of February to pay all charges due. She stated if payment is not received by the specified date, David will resume the foreclosure process. 

It was the consensus of the council to wait at least another month on the other two properties before beginning the foreclosure process. 
New Business: Planning Commission Application – Doug Ide: Jeroldine updated the council on the application for Doug Ide and thanked Don Payne for encouraging him to apply. She stated he has similar experience on other boards and would like to contribute to the community. She also stated Doug attended the last Planning Commission meeting and met the other commissioners and the Planning Commission had unanimously decided to recommend his appointment. 


Doug Ide introduced himself to the council. He stated he moved to Concrete about 5 years ago. He stated for the first 4 years he worked out of town, but last year he has been working for Valleys West Realty. He stated he would like to contribute to the community that he lives and works in. He also stated when he lived in Stanwood he was very involved. 


Jason Miller stated Ide is more than qualified to fill this position on the planning commission. 


Mayor Wilson asked what he would think about having a trailer park in the town limits. 


Doug stated he does not have an opinion either way since he has not had the time to research this item. He stated he does not come to the commission with any type of agenda. 

With the recommendation of the council, Mayor Wilson appointed Doug Ide to the Planning Commission. 


* Jack Mears stated he believes the girls in the office do good work and it’s better than he has ever seen in this office. He stated he would like to see the town crew—including Public Works—get the last half of the day for Christmas Eve off, if it falls on a weekday. He stated he believes Christmas Eve is a time for families and thinks they should get this time off. 

Mayor Wilson stated he would recommend they get the whole day off. He stated with some families they spend Christmas Eve with one side of the family and Christmas Day with the other side of the family. 


Jack Mears stated he believes this to be a good thing to do. He also stated he would like this to be a paid holiday. 

Marla Reed she believes this should be done on a year-to-year basis. She stated that she believes having Town Hall closed for 4 days in row is too much. 

Discussion ensued regarding how this should be determined. Andrea reported that paid holidays are listed in the personnel policy and the personnel policy is approved by ordinance. 

It was the consensus of the council to decide at the first meeting in December of each year whether or not Christmas Eve would be a paid holiday off. 

Discussion Items: 45501 Main Street- Herrera Property: Andrea stated they had received the final bill from Waste Management, which she believed was around $5,000.00. She also reported that Public Works had stated they will be able to do the decommissioning of the septic tank that was found on the property during the demolition. She also stated she and Jeroldine will work on the lot size issues. Jeroldine stated there shouldn’t be a need for a boundary line adjustment and that the two parcels together are considered one buildable lot. 

5b’s Bakery: Andrea reported they have picked up their building permit and have began work at the site. She also stated the purchase and sale agreement has been signed and sent to David, who will forward it to the title company, and this should all be finalized in the next couple weeks. She also reported she believes they are hoping to open for business in the spring. 

Superior Building: Jason Miller reported on a Facebook page that was started for the Superior Building by Eric Archuletta. He stated there are a lot of old photos and historic information on the page, which is titled Superior Portland Cement Building. He encouraged people to check it out. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack Mears stated it’s been pretty quiet at the airport. He stated that DOT wanted him to fill out an online report that he was unable to complete, which would list airport projects during the next 4 years. He also stated he was told by Eric Johnson the next grant the town would get would be for the installation of runway lights at the airport. Jack stated this is not something the town wants and doesn’t believe it would be a good thing for the town. Jack stated he does not want to fight with DOT, so he has not applied for any grants the last few years. He stated we got grants to get the major things done like the fencing, the survey and the layout plan. 

Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported the Parks Committee met this evening. He stated they discussed the sinkhole at Silo Park that has appeared again near the generator building. He stated the depth at this time is unknown and that it is a big tangle of rebar. Alan stated they may have to use sand and water to fill in the tiny passages within the hole. Alan stated he didn’t get a chance to look at it today so he will do that first thing tomorrow. He stated unfortunately this will be an issue with this park for some time, due to the way the cement plant buildings were decommissioned. Mayor Wilson suggested calling Howard Stafford to take a look at it and to rent an excavator if needed to get it fixed. 

Jason also reported he cleaned off two of the three cement pads at the Garden Club Park and they are in pretty good shape, with plenty of room for some picnic tables. He stated the slabs are about 6 feet x 9 feet in size. He reported he will be trying to locate some free or inexpensive cement formed picnic tables to place here. He also reported the mayor is working on the replacement sign and they are still discussing reinstalling the split rail cedar fence around the park. 

Jason reported the bench at Silo Park still needs to be installed, he still needs to complete the fence behind the Veterans Memorial, and they will be hopefully getting some donated plants this spring to plant in different beds in town. 
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason reported the next meeting will be February 13, 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. He also reminded the mayor and council of the upcoming workshop scheduled for March 16, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the high school commons. He stated town staff, mayor and council are encouraged to attend. He stated the main focus of this workshop will be economic development. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Jeroldine Hallberg: 

Jeroldine reported she is still going back and forth with the Department of Ecology on their comments for the Shorelines Master Program update. 


Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported on a phone call she received from Marlin Aaenson, the new owner of the model building. She stated he would like to hear any ideas the council may have for what kind of business he should put in his building. Andrea stated he had few ideas such as a barber shop and an Internet café. She reported she had told him that she believed the Internet café to be a good idea. Jason Miller reported he will be calling Mr. Aaenson to invite him to the Imagine Concrete Workshop in March, since the main focus will be on economic development and he may be able to gather some ideas from discussions held there. 

Mayor Wilson stated he would like to see a sports bar or a rib place in town. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported things are still moving on. He reported he is trying to catch up from some time off. Jason Miller requested a list of issues the wastewater treatment plant has had. It was also stated it may be helpful to call some other jurisdictions that have constructed similar plants to see if they are having similar issues. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported there will be an executive session at the next council meeting. He also reported he and Rich will be going to Olympia on February 20 to lobby for the Fire and Life Safety Facility. He also reported he will get those trees cut down soon for the garden shed and gazebo. 

Announcements: Jason Miller requested permission to contact via snail mail the lady who had wanted to donate $5,000.00 to clean the silos. It was the consensus of the council for Jason to contact her and encourage her to contact the town again regarding this donation. 
Executive Session: None. 

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 8:39 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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