Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
October 2, 2012

7:00 p.m. Mayor Pro Tem Jason Miller called the meeting to order.
 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Mike Bartel and Jason Miller. 

Mayor Wilson, Marla Reed and David Pfeiffer were absent

Staff Present: Deputy Clerk Corrina Koenig.

 

Audience Members Signed In: No members signed in.

Presenters Introduced: Graham Bunting Associates – Oscar Graham and Pat Bunting, Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group – Sue Madsen, Skagit County Parks – Brian Adams, U.S. Forest Service – Phil Kincare

Events Application Ghost Walk: A motion was made by Jack Mears to approve the events application, Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Council portion of meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.

7:05 p.m. Planning Chair Bruce Newburn called the planning meeting to order.

Roll Call: Doug Gates and Al Fabrick were absent.

Staff Present: Town Planner Jeroldine Hallberg.

Public Participation: Deferred to next meeting.

Audience Participation: Deferred to next meeting.

Consent Agenda

· Planning Minutes: September 4, 2012
Jason Driver made a motion to approve the minutes. Don Payne seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Old Business: Deferred to next meeting.
New Business: Shoreline Master Program Update – Restoration Plan Discussion: Introductions of visitors were made. Oscar Graham began the presentation by stating all jurisdictions in the State of Washington that have shorelines are required to update their master program. The Town of Concrete has always adopted Skagit County’s program; now it will adopt its own. The program creates a baseline for development. There are three areas of shorelines in the town limits: Lake Shannon, Baker River and the Skagit River. The restoration plan requires finding areas that have been degraded and restore them.

Public Access – In East Concrete, south of State Route 20 is in need of restoration, as well as the Little Baker. Maps were handed out to show the location of the project area from 1937 to 1999.

Sue Madsen with Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group explained their job is to work with the public to restore salmon runs. They are a nonprofit organization and are not part of any government. Sue stated if the town came up with project ideas, SFEG would be there to help find funding for the project. Sue explained how the project to restore the Little Baker began in 1999, but there was no funding and the project got shelved. In 2005 Sue was working as a consultant for PSE. At that time she approached PSE about undertaking and funding the project as part of their re-licensing agreement. Sue explained how the project began again—what problems it faced, not enough water, attracted sockeye, engineering issues and a dead end for fish. It was decided at that time the project could not happen. PSE asked what other projects might be done? 1.) Keeping the Baker River as it is, improve sockeye holding area and riparian restoration. 2.) Doing some work downstream of the channel.

Still need funding and landowner permission. PSE has about $1 million to spend in the Baker Basin, if the right project comes along. Jason Driver asked why fish get stuck in the Little Baker? Sue stated that small channels exist, but large excavation would need to be done to make it work, as well as the sharp turn could not be dug out without making the SR 20 bridge unstable. Jason Miller asked why the Little Baker no longer exists? Sue explained that when it was built in the 1950s, the channel was lowered too much, which left the Little Baker dry. Sue stated that SFEG would like to do riparian work, but the big issue is the land owners, DNR, PSE, and WDFW, as well as private land owners. Jason Miller stated the town was interested in the area as a primitive campsite if ownership could be established. Brian Adams explained he had argued with PSE to keep the Lake Shannon campground. He stated he had read many studies that supported a campground in the area. Since Shannon is gone, he thought it would be a great idea for the town to bring camping into the town. He believes the town should stay vested in this idea. George Theodoratus stated that there are only 3 land owners in the area: himself, Marty Glaser, and PSE. Oscar asked how the purchase of private land would work. Sue stated that it depends on the funding source, the reason for acquisition, how title would be vested and what agreements would apply. There are many options.

Phil Kincare stated the Recreation and Conservation Office program would be a good fit for this project. The match requirement is 50 percent, but does not need to be cash; it can be in-kind contributions as well. This is a biannual program; the next funding date is spring 2014. You would still need cooperation from land owners.

Discussion ensued regarding the access area in East Concrete just south of State Route 20, which is owned by the state. It was stated this area is not in good repair and the stairway is a hazard. It was stated the town would like to improve this access with help from other agencies. A map was passed out showing the area in question and the stairs. 

Corrina Koenig reported the property is quite swampy to the east and the area should be lit and accessible. Brian Adams reported Skagit County would be interested in helping with this project. Phil Kincare reported the USFS has recently completed several projects and does not have a lot of additional funding available at this time, but may be able to offer an inmate crew to perform the work. He stated the crew availability runs out at the end of 2014. 

Jeroldine asked what sources of funding are through PSE design and engineering. Bruce Newburn asked if the two projects, the boat launch and the stairs could be rolled into one project. Jason Miller reported the town can’t seek funding for these projects since the property is not owned by the town. Brian Adams stated it is a matter of getting all the key people together from each entity and work together on these projects. It was stated another partner could be the Skagit Land Trust. Jeroldine stated it is the town’s responsibility to complete the project and recreation list for the Shorelines. Oscar Graham asked Sue Madsen what part of the boat launch area needs to be restored. It was stated the boat launch would be a long-term project, while the stairs would be more of a short-term project. Corrina Koenig reported there may be funding from PSE within the Resource and Recreation Group for trails. Brian Adams stated that he agrees with that. 

It was stated the next Planning Commission meeting is scheduled for November 6. 

Adjournment: Jason Driver made a motion for adjournment at 8:35 p.m. Don Payne seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
_________________________

Bruce Newburn, Planning Chair
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter & Corrina Koenig
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


