Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
September 24, 2012

7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed and Jason Miller. 

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day and Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter.

 

Audience Members Signed In: See 9-24-12 workshop sign-in sheet. 

Public Participation: None.
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported there is a meeting scheduled for this Wednesday at 1 p.m. with Michelle Mazzola to discuss possible grants for the Public Safety Building. Jason Miller stated that he plans to attend this meeting. 

Mayor Wilson also reported the town still does not know who the new sergeant will be for the East County office, but hopefully they will know for sure within the next month or two. 

Dave Pfeiffer reported on two instances he has witnessed kids climbing the new fence and retaining wall at the school. Jason Miller suggested attaching signage for liability purposes. David Day stated it cannot hurt to attach the signage. Andrea Fichter also suggested contacting the school to see if it could be stated in the bulletin that climbing on the fence or retaining wall is not allowed. 

Mayor Wilson reported on an instance with Chris Evans’ dogs running at large. He reported they had chased his daughter down the street. He reported he will make an official complaint regarding these dogs tomorrow. 


Andrea Fichter and Alan Wilkins updated the council on the termination of Chris Evans’ water service and how he cut the lock and turned his water back on—receiving his first fine—and after his water was shut off for the second time, he then ran a hose from his neighbor’s for water and was fined for a second offense. 


Discussion ensued regarding picking up Chris Evans’ dogs and taking them to the Humane Society. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: Cody reported the preliminary plans are done for the Public Safety Building. He reported that images of the project had been sent to the Public Works Director, Mayor and Clerk Treasurer. Andrea reported she will forward this e-mail to the council as well. 

Cody reported the Main Street reconstruction is under way and they have begun the nineteen- (19) day road closure. He stated the contractor will be allowing some local access when it doesn’t interfere with the construction. 


Cody also reported today was the first day of the Burpee Hill Road project as well. He reported the closure days as scheduled right now will be between October 1 and October 19. He reported they are also going to be taking a look at a sinkhole that was reported above the lowest slide. He reported that it is a fairly large sinkhole and at this time he is not sure whose property it is on. 

Cody also reported on the NPDES progress. He reported they are utilizing GIS mapping software to map the sewer lines and manholes. He stated this information can be updated as these items are located throughout town. He also stated this is a freeware, so there is no cost to the town for this. 

Cody also reported on a possible grant opportunity for storm drains and sewer items. He stated there’s a potential for completing the I & I and for completing the CCTV with no matching funds required by the town. He reported that after talking with the Department of Ecology, the projects the town has will match up well with the grant funds available. He stated there would be around an $8,000.00 to $10,000.00 in current savings for the town, as well as $100,000.00 to $120,000.00 for future projects that need to be completed. 

Alan Wilkins reported on a request by Mr. Beals for water and sewer services to his property that is located within the Main Street project area. Alan reported it would be a cost savings to Mr. Beals and also would not make the town have to dig up the newly constructed street in the near future for the connections that need to made for Mr. Beals’ future construction of his new business. Cody stated his estimate for this work is around $3,500.00. 

Discussion ensued regarding the work being done and making this a change order under the current Main Street project. It was stated Mr. Beals would be responsible for this cost. 

Alan Wilkins and Mayor Wilson both updated the council on the water and sewer lines and how they currently run through Mr. Beals’ property. They reported that Mr. Beals has offered to donate this portion of his property to the town in exchange for the cost of the services discussed above. It was the consensus of the council to investigate the cost of acquiring that property for the costs of the stubs for services.

Ravnik & Associates – Jim Hobbs: Larry Brown – Superior Sidewalks, Pay Request #3 Final:  Jim reported on the project completion and the final progress payment request from Larry Brown construction, as well as a supplemental request from Ravnik for additional engineering services throughout the project. Jim updated the council on the increased cost, stating that it was mostly due to the discovery of abandoned power, water/sewer lines and storm drains during the project. He reported these discoveries increased the onsite observation, as well as some modified engineering. Jim reported the total numbers still look good and this increase is only a total project increase of around 4%. He stated he believes the project turned out well. He also reported that maybe the school could offer deterrents for kids climbing the fence or retaining wall, some form of punishment should be given. He stated that all-in-all, the project came in under the original budgeted amount. He stated that TIB has been onsite and is very happy with the completed project. He reported he had given the town the manuals and keys to the speed limit signs in the project area. He reported that Larry Brown Construction had done a great job and were a great company to work with. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the supplement request and the final pay request from Larry Brown Construction. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.   

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: September 10 2012
· Claims Warrants: #27302 to #27321

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: 45501 Main Street: Andrea Fichter gave a brief update on the estimates she got for the purchase and demolition of the house. She stated these are rough estimates and the final number could either increase or decrease. Discussion ensued regarding the value of the property and if it would be financially feasible for the town to acquire and then sell. It was stated that once the house is removed, the town would have three years before someone would have to repay for the connection fees. 

Marla Reed stated she dislikes that the town is in this position, but thinks the town needs to proceed with acquiring and demolishing this home. 


Jason Miller stated he also dislikes the situation the town has been put in, but it is the town’s responsibility to care for the safety and beauty of the town and although he doesn’t like it, it needs to be done. 

Mike Bartel questioned what the time frame would be once the town has acquired the home as to when demolition would be complete. 


Dave Pfeiffer stated that he also dislikes this situation and does not agree with the bank not foreclosing and taking responsibility for this property. 

Jason Miller made a motion to move forward with the purchase of this property. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried with Dave Pfeiffer and Mike Bartel opposed. 
New Business: Skagit County Senior Services 2013 Contract: Mayor Wilson reported on a meeting that was held last Friday regarding the Concrete Center and the library possibly switching buildings. He stated he had not heard what exactly had been discussed at this meeting yet. Jason Miller reported that Sharon Dillon basically stated that discussion on changing building or expanding either building has been put on hold. Jason reported the senior citizens had been very upset at the initial idea of losing their building. Jack Mears also reported on another meeting that is supposed to take place on October 6 with all three commissioners and Jennifer Kingsley. Mayor Wilson stated that he had told Sharon Dillon he would not support a move that didn’t have a suitable place for the senior citizens to go. Jack Mears also reported on the reduction in hours at Concrete Center. 

Audience member John Boggs stated the county officials had halfway admitted at that meeting their management practices were part of the reason for the low attendance at Concrete Center. 


Jason Miller also reported the Upper Skagit Library Board will be holding a public forum on October 25th from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Discussion ensued regarding the need for the senior services contract and that the cost had not increased from the 2012 contract. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the 2013 Senior Services Agreement. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ordinance #701 – 2009 International Building Code Adoption, Amend CMC 15.04: Andrea reported this adopts the 2009 International codes and updates the town’s municipal code accordingly. She stated that she and the Building Inspector are working on getting this adopted as soon as they are adopted by the State. She stated the 2012 addition will be coming out soon and they will once again be amending this section of the municipal code. 

Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to approve Ordinance #701. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Proclamation – United Way Campaign: Andrea Fichter stated the town has done these in the past, not last year for some reason, but in previous years. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the proclamation. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: Superior Building: Jason Miller reported the Imagine Concrete Foundation now has a checking account set up. He stated the fundraising jars have been removed for the time being so that this larger project does not interfere with the smaller-item fundraising that it going on within the community. He stated they are going to focus more on getting grant funds at this time. He also reported the HPLC is inviting Larry Johnson to its next meeting to get his ideas on the roof. 


Mayor Wilson apologized to the Imagine Concrete Foundation regarding the fundraising jars and that he had misunderstood a comment that was made by Bruce Newburn at the Sept. 12 Imagine Concrete meeting. He reported that he would like to apologize to the Imagine Concrete steering committee members as well. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack Mears reported that a little more progress had been made on the new hangars at the airport. He also reported there has been a helicopter running from the airport. He stated they have been there for about ten (10) days and he believes they will pull out soon. He stated he had gotten a quote from Pacific Rim Paving for the driveway in front of the Pilots’ Lounge for around $6,750.00 plus tax. 

Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported on the quote he got for the fence material for behind the Veterans Memorial for around $300.00. He stated a local woman who had about 32 hours of community service to complete got the community garden fence stained and the fence at the Town Center sign as well. He stated that he hopes to start on the fence at the Veterans Memorial in October. 

Mayor Wilson reported on getting wood together for the George Nick Memorial. He stated that he is hoping to get it up this year. Discussion ensued on the placement of the memorial. 


Jason requested chipping be done at the Garden Club Park. Alan Wilkins reported the chipper is currently being worked on. Jason reported he is going to work on cleaning up the cement pads at the Garden Club Park so that picnic tables can be placed on them in the future. He also questioned when the bench at Silo Park playground will be installed.  
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason reported the next meeting will be on October 10 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. He stated the steering committee will meet from 6 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and then everybody comes to the table at 6:30 p.m. so there is no confusion on roles. 


Jason reported they have been harvesting at the community garden and donating a lot of food to the food bank. It was also reported that Michael Hayes had scheduled a conference that nobody attended. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Jeroldine Hallberg: 
Andrea Fichter reported that Jeroldine Hallberg wanted to invite the council to attend the next Planning Commission meeting on October 2 for a Shorelines Master Program update work session. Andrea stated that she will advertise this as a special joint meeting. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reminded council the next council meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 9 due to the holiday on October 8. She stated there will be budget workshop at 6 p.m. prior to the council meeting as well. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan Wilkins reported on a conversation he’d had with Marietta Sharp from the Department of Ecology regarding the decommissioning of the lagoon. He stated that Marietta had previously stated the town may be able to mix the sludge and then fill in the lagoon after testing the sludge for certain heavy metals. He stated that she is now saying, after not even checking the testing results that the town may not do this and will have to haul the sludge out. He stated that she had stated the Department of Ecology may begin enforcement actions in the near future if the town does not complete the sludge removal. Alan also reported that Marietta had stated that according to EPA law, the town only has two years to complete the decommissioning of the lagoon once it wasn’t being used anymore. Discussion ensued regarding the circumstances surrounding this project. Dave Pfeiffer asked what the test results were and if there were hazardous materials detected. Alan stated according to the test results, there were not any hazardous materials present. Mayor Wilson stated he will be calling the Department of Ecology to determine what our options are. Alan also reported there is around 240,000 gallons of sludge that would have to be hauled, which would cost the town around $48,000. He stated he had tried to explain to Sharp the town did not have these kinds of funds available. He reported she had stated the town should have thought about that when they were getting the rest of the funding for the waste water treatment plant. Alan stated he told her he was told at that time there was not funding available for this type of work. Alan reported Marietta agreed and said he was correct, there isn’t funding available. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated on another note that Dale Angell had done a great job on the curb painting. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported he got a hold of Skagit Transit and they will be moving the bus stop that is at the corner of Main and Douglas Vose III, Way but it will have to be after the Main Street project is completed. 

Announcements: None.  

Executive Session: None. 

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 8:41 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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