 Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
July 9, 2012

7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Michael Bartel, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Deputy Clerk Corrina Koenig, Town Planner Jeroldine Hallberg and Public Works Director Alan Wilkins.

 

Audience Members Signed In: George Theodoratus, Don Payne, Kay Brown, Bill and Leatha, John Boggs, Gail Sullivan, Carol Fabrick, Lou Hillman, Jim Hillman, Janice Raschko and Bruce Newburn

Public Participation: None.
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported that the Bridge dog had been destroyed.  Mayor Wilson also reported that he had heard from Adam LeMieux with Rick Larsen’s office.  The funding that we thought we had for the public safety building is no longer available.  Adam will be at the council meeting on July 23, 2012 to discuss funding.  Jason asked if FEMA would still be coming in August for a meeting regarding funding.  Mayor Wilson stated that FEMA would be here and discussion ensued on who else we should invite to be at that meeting.  Jason asked what the status was on our grant writer.  Mayor Wilson said that she is on hold for the time being.  David asked where Sedro-Woolley received its funding.  USDA, FEMA, among others.  Mayor Wilson stated that he would not give up on this project.

Mayor Wilson reported that the Sheriff’s Office had determined who the juveniles were who put graffiti the bridge.  Jason will e-mail pictures of the bridge to Andrea for insurance purposes.

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: Cody reported that the final pay estimate for Carman’s Construction was in the council packets.  Jason Miller made a motion to pay the final pay estimate.  Marla Reed seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Cody reported that the CCTV project is scheduled to begin July 10, 2012. Cody asked for approval to go to advertisement on the Main Street Reconstruction project in 2 weeks, before the next council meeting.  Jason Miller made a motion to go to advertisement.  Marla seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  Cody stated that part of Main Street would need to be closed with a detour for a short time, while work is being done.  The work is scheduled to begin directly after Cascade Days.

Cody reported that he had submitted the funding request for Cedar Street and Superior Avenue that was due this week.  Cody also reported that he is still working with Alan on East Main waterline issues.

Cody also reported they are moving forward with the Burpee Hill Road project and are hoping to go out to bid in mid-July, with construction starting in August. Cody stated that the road would need to be closed for 2-3 weeks for repairs.  Jason commented that the contractor should be told to make haste as the closure affects many people and town businesses’ revenue.

Ravnik & Associates – Jim Hobbs:  Jim gave an update on the sidewalk project.  Jim said the project is going well.  He said that there was an 8-12 hour delay in the beginning when they ran into an unknown waterline.  First progress payment is requested now by Larry Brown Construction.  Jack Mears made a motion to pay Larry Brown Construction.  David Pfeiffer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  Jim stated that the end date for the project would be July 25, 2012.

Mayor Wilson asked if the council was set on the darker stain for the concrete.  Discussion ensued on the color of the concrete now and the changes that will be made by graffiti-coating them.  Jim will spray a block with graffiti guard and have it available to view by next week.
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: June 25, 2012
· Claims Warrants: #27158-#27193

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Dave Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Historic Preservation and Landmarks Commission – Superior Building Recommendation: 
Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to discontinue looking for funding for the Superior Building.  Jack Mears seconded the motion.  Mayor Wilson allowed discussion since the topic had been tabled from the last council meeting.  

Mike Bartel stated that after walking through the building he believes that it would cost way more than the estimated $750,000.00 to repair the building.  He stated that he works with a lot of concrete structures. He stated the costs can increase substantially when dealing with exposed and rusted rebar.  He felt as though it would be a money pit.

Marla Reed stated that she had mixed feelings.  She understands the history of the building, but also worries that it would be a money pit.

Jason Miller read an email from Kelly Bush, archaeologist with the Historic Preservation and Landmarks Commission regarding why the building is perfect for telling the history of the town.

Dave Pfeiffer stated that the restoration would be ridiculously expensive, way more than the $750,000 that Johnson estimated.  Dave stated that if the town were to decide to find funding for this project, that a structural engineer should be brought in.  Dave thought a private group could raise funds if they choose to, but the town should not spend any money on it.

Jack Mears stated that the town should not put any more money into this building.  He thought that Johnson’s presentation was not good or organized and to him, unbelievable.

Jason Miller stated that he thought the town should at least try to get grant funding at no cost to the town. He stated that the town has a professionally produced study that supports the feasibility of what the people want the town to do with the Superior Building.

Jack Mears stated that the town has too many projects that need doing, to put money into a project that does not need doing.

Jason Miller stated that Johnson had admitted that the building was right on the edge being fixable or not fixable, and that a roof needed to be put on it immediately.

Mike Bartel stated that there are just too many unknowns.

Audience member John Boggs questioned that if the building isn’t going to be fixed, when will it be torn down?  He blamed prior council members for allowing the building to get this way.  

Discussion ensued about how long the town has owned the building, with no definitive answer obtained.

Historic Preservation and Landmarks Commission member Lou Hillman stated that 3 years ago the community decided to fix the Superior Building.  She stated that the community worked very hard on the building.  She questioned what will happen to the community if the project is abandoned?

Mayor Wilson called for a vote on the motion still on the table.  (Dave Pfeiffer had made a motion to discontinue looking for funding for the Superior Building; Jack Mears had seconded the motion.)  The motion carried with a vote of 3 to 2.  In favor were Jack Mears, Mike Bartel and David Pfeiffer. Opposed were Jason Miller and Marla Reed.

Mayor Wilson stated that if the building was not going to be restored, then it should be torn down.  Marla Reed agreed that it is the town’s responsibility to tear it down if it is not going to be restored.  Mayor Wilson asked Alan Wilkins to get a demolition estimate.

Historic Preservation & Landmarks Commission – Reduction of Membership-Jeroldine Hallberg – Jeroldine felt that in light of the council’s decision to abandon the Superior Building, she did not feel that there was a need for the Historic Preservation and Landmarks Commission to exist any longer.  The approval of the ordinance was tabled.

New Business: Events Application-Cascade Days: 
Jason Miller made a motion to approve the events application. David Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion Items: 45501 Main Street: Nothing new to report

Medical Cannabis Dispensaries: Mayor Wilson stated that we should put a moratorium on.  David Day stated that we should discuss it further.  Discussion ensued with a general consensus that the council is not interested in having dispensaries in town.

David Pfeiffer wanted to know why the town doesn’t just draw up an ordinance that does not allow dispensaries in town instead of a moratorium and then an ordinance.  David Day will draw up a moratorium and an ordinance for the council to look at.  He will have them both at the next council meeting.

Dog Ordinances: David Day-David looked at the town’s current codes and saw a big mix of old and new ordinances.  There have been big changes in the law regarding dangerous dogs in recent years.  David said he spoke to Prosecuting Attorney Arn to get some background on the current laws.  David asked how much time the council wants him to spend on this issue?  Mayor Wilson explained that the process we have works well, if we had kennels.  Once the lagoon is decommissioned we could have kennels again and the ability to impound dogs.  David will still need to tweak some of the old ordinances.
Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears: Jack reminded everyone that the Fly-In is July 27-29.  Jack also reported that the two new hangars are slowly going up.

Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported that Alan had discovered knotweed in the pile of material to be chipped next to the Superior Building, and could no longer use that pile as it is a noxious weed.  Alan Wilkins stated that he will have the Superior pile removed, since it cannot be used for wood chips with the knotweed in it.  Jason will contact Asplundh and see if he can get more wood chips from them.

Jason also reported that the Silo Park Playground bench should be installed by mid-August.  Alan stated that he would talk to Rich about getting this done. Jason contacted Jenny about getting native trees for “Slide Park.”
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason stated that when Eric Archuletta left the rest of the members picked up his roles.  Jason reported that he would now be facilitating the Coffee Talks.  They will be held the 3rd Friday of each month at 8 a.m. at The Washington Café and Bakery. He reported the next meeting will be held on July 11, 6 p.m., at the Pilots’ Lounge. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Jeroldine Hallberg: 
Jeroldine reported that the July 10, 2012, Planning Commission meeting would be the  last meeting of the summer.  The next meeting will be in September.

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea was on vacation and was not  in attendance.   

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: No report.  
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported that he will be on vacation July 13-23.  Jason Miller, Mayor Pro-Tem, will stand in for Mayor Wilson in his absence.  Mayor Wilson thanked John Boggs for all of the work he has done uptown.

Audience Member John Boggs stated that other property owners have signed up.  The work is catching on.

Mayor Wilson also reported that the 4th of July Parade went very well.  He also thanked the Double O Ranch for the donation of meat for the barbecue.  Everything was very good.

Announcements: None

Executive Session: None. 

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 8:15 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Corrina Koenig
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


