 Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
June 25, 2012

7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Michael Bartel, and Jason Miller.

Jason Miller made a motion to excuse Marla Reed. Michael Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Planner Jeroldine Hallberg and Public Works Director Alan Wilkins.

 

Audience Members Signed In: Evalyn Goeringer, Joelene Meckstroth, Chris Kennedy, Joyce Smith, George Theodoratus, Don Payne and Ben Kuiken.   
Public Participation: None.
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported a letter will be sent to the owners/keepers of the dog that was involved in the dog bite at the end of May. He stated the letter will detail the fact the dog has been deemed dangerous by the town and is not allowed back in town. 

Dave Pfeiffer reported that he believes there may still be an issue with the other female pit bull as well. He stated this dog bit the back of his ankle, but luckily he was wearing work boots and was not hurt.

David Day stated all reports should be in writing. 

Jason Miller reported that on Wednesday, June 20, 2012, he witnessed Chris Evans’ dogs barking aggressively at a man riding his bicycle up Superior Avenue just north of its intersection with Main Street. He stated the man half fell off his bike and was kicking at the dogs trying to defend himself. Jason reported that he spoke to Chris Evans about leashing his dogs, and that Chris called the dogs back, but when they didn’t respond he did nothing further to stop his dogs’ behavior. Jason stated that he will put this into writing. 

Andrea Fichter reported that she, Sergeant Clark, Rich Philips, a representative from Skagit County Prosecuting Attorney’s office, David Day, Mayor Wilson, and Emily Diaz will have a meeting to discuss dog bite and dog attack enforcement issues. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Ben Kuiken: Ben reported he is filling in for Cody, who is on vacation. He reported on the submittal of the 90% plans for the Main Street Reconstruction and waterline project that is scheduled to begin construction on August 20, 2012, right after the Cascade Days event. 

Ben also reported they are moving forward with the Burpee Hill Road project and are hoping to go out to bid in mid July with construction starting in August. He also reported they are working on a Washington State Department of Transportation grant application for Cedar Street and Superior Avenue that is due this week. 

Ben reported on the CCTV pre-construction meeting that was held last week. He stated the working days start today, but not to have the mayor sign the actual contract yet until he could determine if the payment section of the contract needs to be completed. He also reported that an estimate for paving around 440 feet of the airport driveway in front of the lounge would be around $6,000.00 to complete. He stated the footage estimate was taken using an aerial photo. Jack Mears stated that he believes the 440-foot estimate to be too high. Ben stated he will get a more definite footage amount and get a better cost estimate for this. 

Ben reported on the need for the amendment request for Task Order Q for the 2012 on-call services. Ben reviewed the work that has caused the task order to exceed its original limit. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the amendment for Task Order Q. Dave Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: June 11, 2012
· Claims Warrants: #27143-#27157

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Dave Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: Town of Concrete 6 Year Transportation Improvement Program – Resolution #2012-11: Andrea Fichter reported the public hearing that was held last month was for an amendment to the 2012 Transportation Improvement Program and that this public hearing is for the adoption of the 2013 Transportation Improvement Program. 


Dave Pfeiffer questioned if any projects had been added since the last update. Andrea stated the only change is the project that was most recently awarded for the second access to the school will now be marked as a secured project instead of a planned project. 

Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing for public comment at 7:21 p.m.

With no comment from the public, Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing at 7:22 p.m.

Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to approve Resolution #2012-11. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Participation: Public Participation was moved to this section of the meeting per request from an audience member. 

Joyce Smith, 45942 Benjamin Street: Joyce Smith expressed her concerns with the discussion earlier regarding dogs in town. She stated that if she did not have a fence at her house, all of her cats would have been eaten by now. She also stated the owners are the ones to blame for loose and aggressive dogs, not the actual dogs. 

She also questioned why there have been so many dump trucks in the Crow Foot area and what they are doing at 10 Acres. 


Mayor Wilson reported the town owns 10 Acres and is using the area for storage of materials until the town can use the materials in other areas of town. 

Joyce Smith also stated that her water services will be turned off tomorrow if she cannot pay her account balance. She stated that she had made a partial payment and could pay the rest this Friday. She also expressed her concerns regarding different fees that have been charged to her account. 


Andrea Fichter stated that Ms. Smith had set up a payment arrangement the last time her account went delinquent, so she is not allowed to set up another one within a six (6) month period. She stated when the payment arrangement was set up, a $10.00 fee was assessed on the account. Andrea also stated there was a $20.00 delinquent fee added to the account when the account went delinquent. Andrea stated these fees are assessed according to the town’s fee schedule. 

Ms. Smith questioned if the townspeople are made aware of the policies and if they voted on these policies.  She also questioned how the council positions are chosen. 

David Day stated the policies and rules are set by council and the council positions are filled by election.

Ms. Smith stated she will pay more attention during the next election. She continued to state that she believes the fees to be unfair and that shutting off someone’s water should be done on a case by case basis. 

Jack Mears stated if she pays it in full by Friday, he does not think her water should be shut off. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated that he agrees with Jack.

Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to allow Joyce Smith to make payment in full prior to business hours on Monday, July 2, 2012, and not to have her water shut off for nonpayment tomorrow. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Jason Miller stated he does not like grey areas and this is a grey area. He stated from a council position these things can come back and bite them. He also asked Ms. Smith to be aware that if she defaults on this agreement she might as well not ask for this again because it will not get approved. 

Dave Pfeiffer also stated that all of this could have been avoided if she had come in the first month that she got behind and not waited this long to try and take care of it. 
Old Business: None. 
New Business: Events Application-Youth Activity Days: Joelene Meckstroth stated the event will take place on July 19 at Silo Park and the movie at Veterans Park. 

Andrea requested permission from council to order the movie through the town’s movie account and bill the event for the movie. It was the consensus of the council to allow this. 

Joelene stated the event will be roughly the same physical size, but with more options and things for the kids to do. Chris requested the park be mowed just a few days before the event. Discussion ensued on items that will be needed for the event, such as garbage cans and sani-cans, as well as other items. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the events application. Michael Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Events Application – Cement City Street Fair: Andrea Fichter reported that she did not believe there are any changes from last year’s event. 

Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to approve the application. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Historic Preservation & Landmarks Commission – Reduction of Membership: Jeroldine reported on the request to reduce the number of required members for the Historic Preservation and Landmarks Commission. She reported they have lost three (3) members since the commission formed in 2010. She stated that she and the rest of the commission believe a lower member number would be a more workable group. She stated she has one interested person who may fill one of the vacancies. She also reported that Clark MacAfee has offered to lend his expertise on occasion. Jeroldine requested input from the council. 

Dave Pfeiffer asked if there is a state mandate for the number of members who must be on the commission. Jeroldine stated there is not a state mandate for the number of members. She also stated the town used the City of DuPont, WA as an example when developing its ordinance for historic preservation and this was the number used by DuPont. 


Dave Pfeiffer stated that if the rest of the Historic Preservation and Landmarks Commission members are comfortable with lowering the number, then he was fine with it. 


Jeroldine stated she will bring the official ordinance back to council at their next meeting. 

Historic Preservation and Landmarks Commission – Superior Building Recommendation: Jeroldine updated on the completion of the feasibility study that was issued by Larry Johnson for the Superior Building. She stated this resolution will accept that study and enable the community to begin seeking funding for the restoration of the building. She also stated the restoration of this building was the second most popular priority of the Imagine Concrete initiative. She reviewed the resolution and the recommendation by the members of the commission. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated he doesn’t believe the building has any actual historical value. He stated that he agrees the safety monument may have historic value, but does not agree with the recommendation of the commission to restore this building. 

Mike Bartel stated he deals with a lot of bridges and other concrete structures. He stated the costs can increase substantially when dealing with exposed and rusted rebar. 

Jack Mears stated that he believes if the town puts any more money into this building, they are just throwing it way. He stated he believes there are better places for this money to be spent, whether its town funds or grants. He stated he believes the structure to be an old wreck of a building. Jack also stated he believes it is going to cost well over $1,000,000.00 to restore and would be cheaper to build a brand-new building. He also stated he realizes it’s hard to let stuff go, but it’s really not that old of a building. 

Historic Preservation and Landmarks Commission member George Theodoratus stated he was under the impression they had been instructed by the council to move forward with the research and feasibility study on this building to see if it was worth restoring. He also reported that he has some doubts regarding the building, but understands it’s a council decision. He also stated he’s not sure if grants would be available to fund the restoration. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated it’s a dilapidated building. 

Jason Miller stated that what the town has here is the will of the people, plus a professionally produced study that supports the feasibility of what the people want the town to do with the Superior Building. Jason stated the building was built in the 1920s which is plenty old to him. He stated the building has sat abandoned and neglected for many years. He also reported there have been a lot of volunteer hours put into cleaning out the building, in the hope for future restoration to occur. He also stated that according to the study that was completed by an expert the building is salvageable. He stated he is a member of the Historic Preservation and Landmarks Commission and this resolution basically says the town is willing to move forward and begin seeking donations and grants for the restoration of the building. 

Planning Commission member Don Payne stated this is a hard question for the town. He stated for the town, this building is historical and a lot of volunteer time, including his own has been put into this building. He stated sometimes it just easier and cheaper to let these kind of projects go. He also explained his idea for a less expensive way to repair the roof. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated the cement company deeded this building to the town so he believes they saw no historical value in the building. He stated he was not impressed with the report submitted by Larry Johnson or the cost estimates that were included in the report. 

Mike Bartel asked what it would take to get feedback from the town’s people on this issue. He asked if the town could hold a public workshop. 

Mayor Wilson stated the town’s people had voted in favor of restoring the building during the first Imagine Concrete workshop. He stated he has also put in a lot of volunteer hours into this building and would like to see it renovated. 

Further discussion ensued on the building and the options and what the council would like to see done with this building. 

Jack Mears stated he still thinks the town would be throwing away good money on this building. He also asked how that old building is going look sitting next to a new fire station. 


Mike Bartel made a motion to table discussion on this item until the next meeting. He stated being new to the council, he would like more time to research this topic. Dave Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Election of Mayor Pro-Tem: Jack Mears made a motion to nominate Jason Miller for Mayor Pro-Tem. Mike Bartel seconded the nomination. The nomination carried unanimously. 

Development of Greenhouse Gas Emissions Policy: Jason Miller commented that “green house” should be one word. 

Andrea Fichter reviewed the policy and the need for adoption. She stated having a policy like this in place is becoming required by the funding agencies. She stated that she, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins and Town Planner Jeroldine Hallberg had reviewed the policy and the items within the draft policy. 

Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to approve the policy in draft form. Jason Miller seconded the motion with the change in wording for greenhouse. The motion carried unanimously. 

Jack Mears asked how the clean-up days had gone. Andrea Fichter reported that it had gone well this year. She stated that around 114 residents took advantage of the event. She reported they had around six (6) garbage dumpsters completely full and the recycling dumpster was also almost full.  
Discussion Items: 45501 Main Street: David Day stated there has been no change in the situation since the last meeting. Discussion ensued regarding the abatement process and the costs associated with this process. David Day stated he still believes if someone makes an offer to the bank for this property, the bank would be willing to work with them on a short sale. He also reported on how foreclosures are being sold and accepted by the bank for much less than what is currently owed on the properties. 
Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears: Jack reported on the helicopter that has been using the airport for refueling the past couple days.  
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported that with the help of Andrea Fichter, he got the grant application packet into USDA for the Community Garden. He stated the next Parks Committee meeting will be held on July 9 at 6:15 p.m. 
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason stated there were not enough people at the last meeting to really accomplish anything. He reported that a new couple who had just moved into town from Spokane attended the meeting and are looking to get involved within the community. He reported the next meeting will be held on July 11, 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Jeroldine Hallberg: 
Jeroldine gave an update on the publication for comprehensive plan amendments, which is completed each year. She stated that she foresees Marty Glaser possibly turning in an application. 

Dave Pfeiffer questioned the 200-foot mark along the Skagit River and Marty Glaser’s property on the map that was included in their Shorelines update information. 

Jeroldine updated on the zoning map and the shorelines mapping. She stated the town used to adopt the county’s shorelines program. She explained the shorelines process and other regulations as well that have been instituted by the state. 

Jack Mears asked about a pre-existing short plat that was done by Max Ford on Marty Glaser’s property. Jeroldine stated that if the short plat exists, Glaser may be able to build on those lots. 

She also stated applications must be submitted no later than August 31, 2012.  

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that she will be on vacation during the next council meeting and will not be in attendance.   

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: No report.  
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported the Superior sidewalk construction project is under way. 

Announcements: Mayor Wilson announced an EMS meeting that will take place at the Concrete Center on July 12, 2012 regarding the levy increase.

Dave Pfeiffer requested a walk-through at the Superior building. Andrea Fichter asked if Friday, June 29, 2012, would work so that Mike Bartel could also attend.   

Executive Session: None. 

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 8:51 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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