Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
June 11, 2012

7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Michael Bartel, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Planner Jeroldine Hallberg and Public Works Director Alan Wilkins.

 

Audience Members Signed In: Sergeant Chad Clark, Evalyn Goeringer and Don Payne.   
Public Participation: James Trantham – Tree Removal, Damaged Paint on Truck: James Trantham stated he has been here before regarding the trees between his and his neighbor’s property. He reported that about five (5) years ago, the trees were removed and a mess was left. James stated the mess has attracted mice and he has had more mice in his house this year than he ever has. He stated the pitch from the trees has also dropped onto his truck and the pitch has ruined the paint on his truck. He stated he would like to have his truck fixed. He stated he believes the town should have to do something regarding this issue or he’s going to have to sue the neighbor, which he does not want to do. 

James stated that he has no problem with the lady (his neighbor) and doesn’t understand why she dislikes his family so much. 
Marla Reed and Jack Mears both stated they thought this issued was resolved five (5) or six (6) years ago. It was stated that a certain amount of the trees were supposed to be removed, which is what they believed was done. 

James Trantham stated that only half of the trees were actually removed. He stated that Jack Billman never finished the work. 

Jason Miller stated that this is a civil issue and not something for the council to be a part of. 

James Trantham stated that nobody on the council is worth anything and do not want to do anything for anybody. James Trantham left the building while using profanity and slammed the door on his way out.

Discussion ensued regarding the tree removal that occurred years ago. Marla Reed stated that when former Mayor Billman did the tree removal, he did not do it as the mayor. She stated that is what he did for work was cut/trim trees and it was stated and understood that he was personally performing the work and in no way was the town involved. She also stated the two parties involved had agreed on the previous course of action. Marla stated she distinctly remembers this being discussed during a council meeting and would like to see those minutes. 

Audience member Evalyn Goeringer stated that she thought this issue was resolved. She stated that she believed that Jack Billman had cut down all the trees that the Tranthams had wanted cut down. She stated the Tranthams were the ones who wanted the trees planted to begin with. 

Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported on the dog attack that occurred about ten (10) days ago and the confusion between who was supposed to respond, the town or the Sheriff’s Department. Mayor Wilson stated the town is now working with the Sheriff on making the town’s dog bite ordinances part of the Sheriff’s contract so they would be able to enforce the town’s ordinance. Mayor Wilson also reported there is a difference between a dog bite and a dog attack. He stated the Sheriff’s deputies will now handle any dog bite. 

Mayor Wilson also reported on the plans for the public safety building. He stated there are large plans at Town Hall to look at, but there are also smaller versions in the council packets. 

Discussion on the need for the No Smoking signs ensued. Jason Miller stated that he would like to see the town order at least three (3) of the 14X10 “Caution, No Smoking” signs, placing two on the south side of Main Street in Concrete Town Center and one on the north side. He would also like to see the town purchase one 14X10 “Designated Smoking Area” sign for near Bear Square. 

Alan Wilkins described the height requirements and stated they will see where they can put them, but may have to go with a smaller sign because of the amount of room. 

It was the consensus of the council to proceed with the purchase of the signs, with Jack Mears stating that he will agree but believes the whole thing is ridiculous. 

Sergeant Clark stated they will not stop patrolling Main Street, but the deputies will use discretion when issuing tickets. He stated they cannot profile who to ticket regarding enforcement of the no smoking within twenty-five (25) of building entrances. Sergeant Clark stated they will use discretion instead of the no-tolerance approach. 

Jason Miller reported on a comment made by a woman at the Saturday Market regarding the town enforcing the no smoking law. He stated that she wanted to thank the mayor and council for requesting the enforcement of the no smoking law. She stated that she believed it has made a very noticeable difference on Main Street and the residents and tourists have commented on how nice our Main Street is. 

Sergeant Clark also reported that he is still looking into the town’s ordinances on dogs and will be working with Andrea Fichter on what portions to adopt as part of the town’s contract with the Sheriff.

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: Cody reported the full size plans for the Public Safety Building are at Town Hall for review and they are currently proceeding with design and the finalization of the plans. He reported they are waiting for confirmation on the funding. He stated he will keep the subconsultant on hold till the funding is actually secured. 

Cody reported a site visit for the second access road project was held last week. He stated that he, Mayor Wilson, Jeroldine Hallberg, Rich Philips, Sharon Dillon, Barb Hawkings, Kirk Pearson, James Mastin and other representatives from the county and state were in attendance. Cody reported the town has been awarded the grant funds for the second access road project. 

Cody reported he is currently looking into grant funding for the Cedar Street reconstruction and sidewalks, as well as sidewalk improvements on South Superior. 

He also reported they are currently working on finalizing the survey work for Burpee Hill, which will go to construction this year. 


Dave Pfeiffer questioned if this would be the full repair. 

Cody responded this will be the final and full repair for Burpee Hill Road. 

Cody also reported on change order #1 and pay request #2 from Carmen Construction for the East Main Street Waterlines. He stated the change order was for a fire hydrant that was requested by Public Works. He also reported the total project is coming in under budget. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve both the change order and pay request. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: May 29, 2012
· Claims Warrants: #27113-#27142

· Void Warrant #26510

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None.
Old Business: Superior Sidewalk Project – Contractor Award: John Ravnik reported they received three (3) bids with the low bidder being Larry Johnson Construction. He stated they have completed all the checks and are recommending award to Larry Johnson Construction for this project. He also stated that if approved tonight, the notice of award would go out tomorrow, the pre-construction meeting would be held on Thursday and once the contract documents have all been received and signed they would issue the notice to proceed with a five (5) week construction schedule. John reported the contractor has already begun contacting cement companies for the blocks that will be used. 

John discussed the reason for the recent fence placement. He demonstrated the reasoning using small lego blocks and stated why the fence had been moved. 


Discussion on the fence placement ensued. John also explained the fencing and how it would align with the terracing. He discussed the slope and the wall and the issues with the underground power lines and the asphalt road. He stated they may be able to terrace on the south end of the south side, but will not be able to terrace the entire site. 

Discussion ensued regarding the original plan and the change, which will not be as aesthetically pleasing as the original design. 

David Pfeiffer stated the town is a little late to be questioning the architecture and fence placement at this point. He stated it’s ready to be awarded. 

Jason Miller stated that he plans to make a motion to approve the contractor, but also wanted to note the change in the aesthetics is not what the town had originally agreed to.  

Jason Miller made a motion to award the contract to Larry Brown Construction for the Superior Sidewalk Project. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Michelle Herrera – 45501 Main Street: David Day reported the question has been made as to what do with this house. He reported that he had spoken with Philip Moran and would encourage anyone who is interested in purchasing the house and property to contact Philip and proceed with a short sale or make an offer. He stated this is still an option if there is anyone interested in purchasing the property. David reported if there is not a buyer for the property, the town must proceed with a nuisance enforcement. David stated he’s hopeful that something can be worked out. 

David Pfeiffer questioned what the town’s options actually are. He stated is it that the town either liens the property and takes it or to just leave it as is if no one buys it. 

David Day stated it’s in the town’s best interest to let anyone who may be interested in purchasing the property to pursue it. 

It was suggested to call Michelle and have her talk to the proposed buyers and have them contact Philip Moran with an offer.  

No Smoking Signs: This item was discussed earlier in the meeting. 

Declaration of Covenant: Andrea Fichter reviewed the need for the covenant. She reported Carl Reichhardt discussed this at the last council meeting. She reported that she had Corrina use her title experience to review and update the documents, and that David Day had also reviewed the document. She reported this is also a requirement of the state to protect the area around the town’s spring. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the covenant. David Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Sewer Utility Rate, Schedule Public Hearing: Andrea Fichter stated she had not received a response from Puget Sound Energy since the official letter requesting funds for the Sewer Fund that was mailed some time ago. She stated that she could write another letter if the council thought that would be helpful. She stated that without these funds the town will have to raise sewer rates. She also stated the town will first have to hold a public hearing on this issue. 

It was the consensus of the council to schedule the public hearing for July 23, 2012. 

eCivis – Grant Research Website Membership: Andrea Fichter explained how the website works and the advantages to finding grants easily. 


David Pfeiffer stated that Cody already does this for the town and does a good job at finding grant funding for the projects in town. 

Marla Reed stated that even once we found a grant we would still need somebody available to write the grant. 

Jason Miller stated it does sound like a great service but the cost is too high. 

It was the consensus of the council not to proceed with the membership at this time. 
New Business: Resolution #2012-10 – Fund Transfer, General to Capital Improvements Fund and Ordinance #696 – Budget Amendment, General to Capital Improvements Fund: Andrea Fichter reported that she believed she had put all the information into the documents to make them self-explanatory, but is willing to answer any questions the council may have. 

David Pfeiffer stated that he believes this should have been budgeted for with the original budget. 

Andrea Fichter reported the town doesn’t usually budget for grants because it never knows when it is actually going to be approved for funding. Andrea explained the reduction in real estate excise tax revenues going into the Capital Improvements Fund, which is used for these types of projects. She also stated there are additional revenues in the General Fund that can be used. 

Marla Reed stated the funds are transferred and budgets amended when needed once the funding is secured for projects. 
Jason Miller made a motion to approve both Resolution #2012-10 and Ordinance #696. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion Items: SmileMobile – June 25, 6:30 p.m. Photo: Andrea Fichter stated that the SmileMobile will be parked at the Resource Center for a couple days to serve low-income families in Concrete and they would like the mayor and council to attend for a picture. 

Everyone will meet at 6:30 p.m. on June 25, 2012 at the Resource Center for a photo opportunity. 

Sewer Lien: David Day gave an update on the Model Building and the change in ownership. He stated the new owner doesn’t want to pay the back utility fees. He stated the property taxes are also about to go delinquent. David stated that if the town forecloses on the sewer lien, it will acquire an empty building, but it is possible if the town were to acquire the building that the back property taxes may be forgiven by the county. David stated that would still leave the town with an empty building. 


Jack Mears made a motion to table this item for now. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears: Jack reported that he spoke with Jim Jenkins who stated they are moving the museum to the Arlington airport. He stated this would most likely occur after next year’s fly-in. Jack reported that Jim Jenkins had stated that the Concrete airport is just too far off the beaten path. Jack stated that Jim had also reported that the inability to get anything done through this town is also part of the reason they are moving it. He reported that Jim stated they will put the hangars up for sale, which Jack believes they will have a hard time selling. Jack also stated he believes they will have more issues with the Arlington Airport Commission than they realize. Jack reported that Jim will keep his hangar here. Jack stated the museum brings a lot of people to the airport. 

Jack also discussed the need to black top the driveway that runs in front of the Pilots’ Lounge. Jack stated that he estimates the cost to be around $10,000.00. 

David Pfeiffer stated that he would like to see these types of projects and large dollar items budgeted for ahead of time. He stated it is not good business practice to just bring these items up and search for the money then. 

Andrea Fichter stated there is not $10,000.00 in the Airport Fund for this right now. She also stated it has to be in the Capital Facilities Plan to be able to use Capital Improvement funds. Andrea stated the council could approve the creation of an Airport Reserve Fund or line item that could be used to put funds aside for certain airport-related projects. 

Jason Miller stated that he likes the idea of setting up the reserve fund, but would also like to seek grant funding for these types of projects. 

Discussion ensued on the airport and the airport fund itself. 

Cody reported there is a possibility of coordinating this project with the Main Street reconstruction. Cody stated he can put some numbers together for the town and bring them to the next council meeting.  
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported the Parks Committee had met earlier this evening and discussed finishing the cleanup of the trees that were removed from the Garden Club Park, the installation of the bench at Silo Park, and that he will be working on installing a fence behind the veterans memorial and will also be restaining the fence behind the Town Center Sign. 

Jeroldine and Jason reported there will be a Silo Park booth set up during Youth Activity Day to get the kids’ ideas and thoughts on what they like about Silo Park and other things they would like to see there. Jeroldine stated that if the council would like to volunteer at the booth or if they have ideas for Silo Park to please contact her. 
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason reported the next meeting will be held on June 13, 2012 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. He stated they will discuss where to go from here. He reported they have reached a plateau and need to get moving ahead again.

Jack Mears questioned what had happened to Eric Archuletta. 

Jason Miller stated that Eric stated it was time to move on, but Jason believes that other cities have approached Community Stew for assistance and they are willing to pay him. Jason stated that Imagine Concrete will have to figure out a way to keep moving forward without Eric, which he finds unfortunate.   

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Jeroldine Hallberg: 
Jeroldine reported that Eric Archuletta was also the Chair for the Historical Preservation Commission and his spot will need to be filled. Jeroldine reported on a gentleman that she has been speaking with who has some historical preservation background. She also reported that she has been speaking with Steve Oakley from Anacortes Historical Preservation Commission and he has some great ideas. 

Jeroldine reported the Planning Commission will meet this Thursday. She reported the meeting was moved due to the consultant, Graham and Bunting, needing some extra time to complete some of the elements. She stated that they should have a draft Shoreline Master Program update before council within the next few months. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Nothing further to report.  

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: No report.  
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported on the Wounded Warrior in Action events and fundraisers that occurred over the weekend. He stated the organization pairs up Purple Heart recipients with guided fishing and hunting trips, while also providing their accommodations, travel and food. He reported that three (3) Purple Heart recipients attended the event and that John’s Guide Service raised a little over $2,500.00 for the organization. Mayor Wilson stated those recipients have his deepest respect. He stated they are not only now his friends but forever his heroes. He reported they will be back in August for a smaller event, but that John Koenig hopes to put these events on every year. 

Announcements: Jason Miller requested another letter be sent to Mike Fohn regarding the boards coming loose on his building and the unsafe nature of the building. 

Mayor Wilson reminded everyone about the EMS levy that is coming up and to please vote in favor of it.  

Executive Session: None. 

 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:54 p.m. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


