Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
May 29, 2012

7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Michael Bartel, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Planner Jeroldine Hallberg and Public Works Director Alan Wilkins.

 

Audience Members Signed In: None.  
Public Participation: Karren Wegers – Water Fine: Karren explained that her water service had been shut off; a zip tie placed on the valve and that the zip tie had been reported as broken. She stated that neither she nor her husband had turned their water back on. She stated they paid their utility bill current, but could not afford to pay the fine to have their water turned back on. Karren stated that her husband has been struggling to pay the bills after taking over his father’s finances after his death. 

Public Works Director Alan Wilkins reviewed the timeline and discussed when the water was turned off and turned backed on, and why the theft of services fine was assessed. 

Kristen Siler stated that Karren babysits her children and that she had to buy her water last week to cook dinner and make her son’s bottle. She also stated that she was at their home until 11 pm that night watching movies and that Karren and Tracy did not have water. 

Jason Miller stated that according to the timeline there is a history of delinquency as well as the water being turned on after being turned off by town staff. 

Karren again stated that she or her husband had not turned the water back on. 

Jason Miller stated the council is charged with enforcing the ordinances of the town and the timeline associated with this utility account causes some concern. 

Discussion ensued regarding the timeline and the water services being turned on. Karren stated that she knows that it sounds unbelievable, but they did not turn their water on. She stated that someone else must have turned it on. 

Kristen Siler stated that she had bought the couple food and other things because they could not afford to do so. She stated it’s been one year since the death of Karren’s father-in-law and the couple is struggling to pay their bills. She stated that Karren’s husband has a large portion of his check being paid to child support, leaving them with such a small pay check with which to pay bills. 

Jack Mears made a motion to turn the Wegers’ water back on with the bill remaining current for six (6) months. (Jack Mears later rescinded this motion.) 

Jason Miller made a motion to turn the water back on, keeping the bill current and giving them six (6) months to pay on the fine. (Jason Miller later rescinded this motion.)

Mayor Wilson suggested giving them a year to pay on the fine. He stated that giving them only six (6) months would increase their monthly payments by $83.33, making it more difficult for them to remain current. 

Jason Miller made a motion for the water to be turned back on and the $500.00 fine to be broken into twelve (12) monthly payments of $41.67 beginning with the next payment, having the fine completely paid off within one year and for the bill to be kept current until such time the fine is paid in full. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Andrea Fichter will put this motion in writing for the homeowners. 

Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported on a couple emails received from council regarding the Public Safety Building. Discussion ensued regarding the aesthetics of the building. Mayor Wilson stated that some minor alterations can be made to the design as long as they are not changing the structural integrity of the building. 

Jeroldine suggested having an architect look at the Superior Building as well and have them aesthetically match the two buildings.  

Discussion ensued on the ADA requirements for the building. Mayor Wilson stated he is going to contact the Sedro-Woolley Fire Chief to discuss a tour of the fire station on Highway 9. He stated he will try to set this up for June 15 at 11 a.m. for those council members who would be interested in viewing the building. Mayor Wilson stated that the grant writer, Michelle Mazzola would also like a copy of the plans to view while researching grants.
Mayor Wilson asked council if they had any other public safety concerns. Deputy Marlow reported that things in town have been pretty quiet except for a stabbing incident involving two (2) juvenile girls that took place last week. 

Jack Mears stated that he had spoken with Rick Williams, who had reported that he has a lot of kids that he is taking care of that have no other place to go. Jack also reported that Rick will be carving some large totems in front of his place this summer. 

There was a question on possible gang members that are now living in town. Deputy Marlow stated that he knows of the individual in question, but cannot confirm or deny any possible gang affiliations. 

Jason Miller questioned a party that occurred on a weekend around Prom that he had heard took place at a certain adult’s home and that this adult either supplied or allowed minors access to alcohol. Deputy Marlow stated he cannot confirm that the party even took place. He stated it was reported to have occurred outside of town limits on private property and he could not confirm the presence of that adult in question or that this adult provided the alcohol. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: Cody requested that Carl be allowed to speak on the Water System Plan at this time. 

Carl reviewed the comments and suggested changes received from the State regarding the Water System Plan (WSP) update. He reviewed each of the suggestions and changes noted in the letter from the Department of Health (DOH) that need to be changed or included in the WSP. He explained the changes that have already been incorporated into the plan. He discussed the rates and that the State had recommended the town increase their rates to be able to financially cover some of the projects listed in the WSP. Carl stated that he believes the current rates are sufficient to cover a majority of these projects. He further reviewed the suggestions and the need to have the plan adopted. Carl proposed adoption of the WSP with the eleven (11) suggestions/comments from DOH to be addressed. 

Carl further reviewed the revenues compared to expenditures and the items that could be completed with possible loans from the Public Works Trust Fund. 

Jason Miller made a motion to adopt the Water System Plan with the Department of Health comments incorporated or addressed in the document. Dave Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

It was stated the Capital Facilities Plan will also need to be updated to reflect the items listed in the Water System Plan as well.  

Cody reported they had completed the walk-through on the East Main Street waterline project today and that no punch list items had been determined. He stated there should be a final pay request ready for the next council meeting. 

Cody also reported they are at about 70% complete with the Main Street reconstruction plans. He also stated he will be contacting Adam LeMieux in Rick Larsen’s office to discuss the options for FEMA funding for the Public Safety Building. 

He also reported on the FEMA funding being available now for the permanent repairs to Burpee Hill Road. He stated the town should be able to go out to bid in July, with construction occurring in August. He also stated the road will most likely have to be closed for approximately one week during construction. 

CCTV Bid Award: Cody reported on the recommendation to award to EconoVac on the base bid amount, which is less expensive than the alternate bids that were also included. Cody stated that he had a meeting with Alan, Andrea and the mayor to discuss the financing for this project. He also explained the process associated with the CCTV. 

Jason Miller made a motion to award the bid to EconoVac with a not-to-exceed amount of $31,968.12. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

SCOG Grant Application: Jack Mears expressed concerns regarding this project. He detailed items that the town is currently working on and the costs of these projects. He expressed his concerns regarding building this road and that the gates were installed for a reason. Jack stated he does not believe this project is a good idea for the town. Jack also stated that he believes this project is not worth it for the town to complete and he will fight against it. He also stated he would have put together a petition if he’d had more time. 

Cody explained the changes that had been made to the application after discussions at the last council meeting. He also stated the submittal deadline is the end of this month. Cody stated he is at the town’s direction. 

Jack Mears stated again that he does not believe in this project. He also stated that he spoke with James Mastin at SCOG and that they do not give grants, they give loans. Andrea Fichter stated the money is a grant from the federal government passed through SCOG. She stated the money is a grant, not a loan and that the funding is not coming directly from SCOG.

Jason Miller stated that he disagrees with Jack. He stated when it comes to municipalities and communities, connectivity is a good thing. Jason stated that he also believes it’s a good project to complete, that it would also encourage development in this area. Jason stated the town needs to think more long term. He also stated the gating of the road is a tough issue. Jason also stated that it would not be a highway, it would be a street and policed like every other street in town. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated that he has not seen any industry proposed for this town. Dave stated that he believes the developer should have to pay for the road construction and the town should not have to pay for the infrastructure. He also stated that it’s not a street at this time, it’s a dirt road. He does not believe there is any demand to build in this town and does not agree with the building of this road. 

Jack Mears suggested the town finish the projects that it currently has listed. He also questioned why the town should put in the infrastructure for the developer. He stated the developer should have to pay for this. Discussion ensued regarding development. 

Mike Bartel stated that he believes this is a good project with this area’s potential for growth and the town should try to encourage development. He also stated that with development comes more revenue for the town and the town could benefit as a whole from this one road improvement. 

Cody stated the town has been lucky this last year in the amount of grant funding it has received. He also stated that this is just the submittal of the application and that there are no guarantees the town will receive the funding. He also stated that funding for these types of projects may not be available in the future. 

Further discussion occurred on where the road cuts through the property in question and the town possibly using eminent domain when constructing the road to reduce costs. 

Marla Reed stated that she agrees with Jack regarding the amount of projects and other streets in town that need repair, that the town should complete first. She stated that she believed this was originally discussed as a second access not a full-blown road construction. She stated that she also can see potential for growth and the points made by Jason and Mike. Marla questioned if the town has the required matching funds. Andrea Fichter confirmed that the town has the matching funds.

Jason Miller made a motion to submit the grant application. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried with David Pfeiffer and Jack Mears opposed. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: May 14, 2012
· Claims Warrants: #27095-#27112

· Payroll Warrants

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: Town of Concrete 6 Year TIP Amendment – Resolution #2012-09: Andrea and Jeroldine gave updates on the need for the amendment to the TIP. 

Dave Pfeiffer questioned the projects listed and if the town was spending more money it doesn’t have. 

Andrea stated that all the projects are listed in the transportation portion of the town’s Capital Facilities Plan. She also stated these projects need to be part of the TIP to be eligible to apply for federal funding. She also stated this is a plan and none of the funding has been secured nor the projects actually finalized. 

Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing for public comment at 9:09 p.m. With no public in attendance Mayor Wilson closed the public comment portion of the hearing at 9:09 p.m. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve Resolution 2012-09. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Old Business: Event Application – Fly-In: Andrea stated the application and the signed agreement have been received. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the events application. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Water System Plan Update – Adoption: Moved to earlier in the meeting. 

Mears Field Lot #39 Transfer Request: Andrea reported on the request made in March of 2012 by Steve Bolan and Clarkson. She stated a letter was sent to Clarkson informing him he would be assuming the current lease and not getting a new lease. She received the letter back from Clarkson stating he had read and acknowledged the stipulations and would like to know how to proceed. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the lease transfer request. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
New Business: eCivis – Grant Research License:  Andrea reported this item could be moved to the next meeting due to time constraints this evening. 

Events Application – Concrete Chamber, Fourth of July Parade: Jason Miller made a motion to approve the events application. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Skagit County Agreement C20040083 SHB 2060 Amendment and Skagit County Agreement C20060468 SHB 2163 Amendment: Andrea reported on the changes to the agreements. She stated there was a name change from Skagit County Community Action to Skagit County Community Services and the amendment makes changes in the actual agreements to reflect this. 

Jason Miller pointed out a possible typo on page 71 of the council packets, where the word “compromised” should be “comprised.”

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the amendments to both agreements. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

45906/08/10 Main Street – Sewer Lien: David Day stated he had not heard back from the Skagit County Treasurers Office regarding the current property taxes owed. He stated he would like to revisit this item at the next meeting. 
Discussion Items: PSE Payment Request: Nothing to report. 

Clifton Gravel Pile: Mayor Wilson stated that Jack Clifton had called him and reported that the gravel piles would be leveled this weekend. Mayor Wilson also stated that he will request this in writing. 

45501 Main Street: David updated on the next steps and the possible costs associated with this. He also stated that Columbia Bank unofficially declared they no longer have any interest in this property. Andrea stated the council should review the timeline provided and research the town’s next steps so they can discuss further at the next meeting for an actual decision as to what to do with this property. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears: Jack reported there’s not much going on at the airport. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Andrea reported that a young woman should be contacting Jason regarding her interest in being on the Parks Committee and that she also wanted to purchase bleachers to place at the ball fields at Veterans Memorial Park. 
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason reported the next meeting will be held on June 13, 2012 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. He also reported the May meeting had been canceled.  

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Jeroldine Hallberg: 
Jeroldine gave brief updates on the East Valley Clinic’s possible expansion, the Shorelines Master program update and the broken drainage line that Puget Sound Energy is working on repairing. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea referred the council to the construction schedules included in their packets, as well as some pictures of the powerhouse construction that is occurring. She also referred the council to a thank-you note that was received from a resident in town for some work completed by Public Works. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported on a few things at the wastewater treatment plant. He also stated the lagoon decommissioning will be completed by town staff, which will save the town money. He also reported they will be using some of the rock and dirt stored by Puget Sound Energy from their projects to fill in the lagoon. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported that he has gotten his CDL. He also reported that town staff will complete the work on the lagoon, which will be great for saving the town money. 

Announcements: None. 

Executive Session: None. 

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 9:32 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


