Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
May 14, 2012

7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Michael Bartel, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Deputy Clerk Corrina Koenig, and Public Works Director Alan Wilkins

 

Audience Members Signed In: Evalyn Goeringer, Greg Reed, Jim Hobbs 
Public Participation: Greg Reed – United General Hospital – Greg Reed with United General Hospital wanted to say thank you on behalf of the commissioners for the town’s support of United General Hospital with Resolution No. 2011-14.
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Alan Wilkins reported that he had seen two Latino men with possible gang affiliation checking out cameras and buildings in town. He stated that he had talked to Deputy Marlow about these men. Mayor Wilson will talk to Sergeant Clark about this.

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: Cody gave a status update on the East Main Waterline project; he reported that Carman’s Construction would be making connections tomorrow and hydroseeding on Wednesday. Cody stated that the project was coming in under budget.

Cody gave a status update on the June Alley Demolition project; he reported that Interwest Construction was finished and that the hydroseeding was a success. Cody also stated that the project had come in under budget. 

Cody gave a status update on the USDA Loan Funding. Cody went over the memo in the packets. He gave some pros and cons for going with the USDA vs. the Public Works Trust Fund, but stated that ultimately it would be the council’s decision. Cody stated that he believed the Public Works Trust Fund would work better with the town’s needs.

Cody stated that the Burpee Hill project was completed by H.O. Stafford and came in under budget.

Cody also reported on the Main Street reconstruction project that will take place in August. He stated they should be ready to advertise in July, with construction occurring in August after the Cascade Days event. 

Cody also reported that the CCTV project Bid Opening will be on Wednesday.

Cody also reported on the TIB/DOT grants that his office is working on. Cody believes that the Cedar Ave. project is a DOT grant and would be a 100 percent grant, and the West Main Street sidewalks would be a TIB Grant with a 5 percent match.

Cody also reported on an application to Skagit Council of Governments (SCOG) that he and Jeroldine have been working on. He reported this grant would pay for the engineering and right-of-way purchase for the paving of the second access to the school. He also reported this is only a portion of the project, which will also include the widening of Superior Ave. S. and adding a bike lane from Main Street to the school. Cody went over the information presented in the council packets and requested the council’s approval to go submit the application for this grant. The grant would be for $112,000.00 with a 12.5 percent match. Cody is checking to see if we can get part of that match from contributing agencies. Cody explained the urgency of this submittal to be able to get the grant. David Pfeiffer stated that the written description of the project in the handout did not match what Cody was stating or what had been discussed previously. The description of the property stated that this would be a main access road to the airport. It also stated that that Superior was the only access to the airport. David felt that this was a misrepresentation of the facts. David stated that there has always been a secondary access to the airport; the town just chose to gate it. Cody explained that the gravel road in its current state could not be considered access. Cody also stated that the information handed out was only a draft and that the incorrect information would be corrected. He stated that the road was to be an emergency access only and would be gated until needed. Discussion ensued on whether or not we needed a second access.

Jack Mears stated that he was totally against the second access, as were other people, and he would fight it to the end. David Pfeiffer stated that he agrees with access but not with the draft document. He does not believe that we need a large, paved, open roadway; he would like to see it gated.

Cody made it clear that this is a 3- to 5-year project and that this is just the beginning of it. He is only asking to pursue funding for engineering and right of way purchase.

Marla Reed commented there is a possible economic impact with getting this road paved: It would help to encourage development in this area. Jack Mears stated that developers would never come to Concrete due to our high water and sewer connections. Discussion of the town’s fees ensued.

Cody stated that this grant would also cover water and sewer connections, which would benefit developers. Jack Mears stated that if developers want to develop up there they should pay for their own access road and water/sewer connections. He also stated that if the school wanted a secondary access, then they should pay for it, not the town. Jason Miller explained to Jack that this was not a loan, that it was a grant. Mike Bartel questioned how many potential residential lots this would open up. Cody state about 120. David Pfeiffer stated that Concrete has a 32 percent vacancy rate per Andrea Fichter. He questioned why any developer would come up here when we can’t fill the houses already here. It was discussed whether this was an accurate figure.

David Pfeiffer asked that this document be brought before council when it is corrected, before it is seen by anyone else.

Cody will make changes and have them before the next council meeting.

Cody also reported on the proposal for the Public Safety Building. This is a $1.65 million project; the town’s cost would be $150,000.00. Mayor Wilson explained that the $150,000.00 would be coming from money given to the town by Puget Sound Energy and earmarked for a public safety building. Cody explained that he will have final docs and full cost/engineer estimates by the end of August. David Pfeiffer asked if we are trying to get the project shovel ready before Rick Larsen’s term ends. Mayor Wilson stated that we were. David asked if we had blueprints. Cody explained that we could not get the blueprints without some type of agreement in place. However, we could see the result as it is the same plans as Sedro Woolley’s second station. Mike Bartel asked who would pay if there were cost overruns? Cody explained that the engineering would not go over unless there were actual contract changes.. On the construction side, there could be extra charges to the town if something were to come up that was not foreseen. There is no way to tell.

David Pfeiffer made a motion to go ahead with the engineering portion of the project, Jason Miller seconded the motion, the motion was unanimous with Mike Bartel and Jack Mears agreeing “tentatively.”

Ravnik & Associates – Jim Hobbs

Jim reported that the design for the School Sidewalk Project had been completed and a drawing had been submitted to the town for review last week. He is looking for approval from council to send the project out for bid. Project to start June 23, 2012. Marla Reed asked what the traffic situation would be considering that summer school will be in session in July. Jim explained that there would be a one-lane road during the construction with flaggers. He explained that there was no way around this. Marla made a motion to go to advertisement; Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. Jim stated that the advertisement would go out this Wednesday and the pre-bid meeting will be May 23, 2012 and the second advertisement will go out May 23, 2012. The mayor said that he will have the trees down by May 25, 2012.

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: April 23, 2012

· Claims Warrants: #27055-#27094

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. David Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None.
Old Business: Street Sign – Alan Wilkins: Alan asked if we really want more signs. If so, where do we want them? Discussion ensued regarding where to put signs. Marla made a motion to table the discussion of the smoking signs until they can look at locations; Jason seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Sewer Lien/Model Building – David Day: David went over the history of the account and gave a balance update. He explained the foreclosure process and asked if the town wanted to pursue this as a foreclosure. David stated that it would cost $1,500.00 to $2,000.00 in fees to proceed.

David Pfeiffer made a motion to proceed with foreclosure, Jason seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

New Business: Resolution #2012-08 – Upper Skagit Valley Task Force: Marla explained that funds would be used for school activities and youth days. Same as in the past.
Jason Miller made a motion to approve Resolution #2012-08. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ordinance #695 to correct Ordinance #691-Marla Reed made a motion to approve Ordinance # 695; Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion Items: PSE Payment Request: Andrea was not present to give a report.

Clifton Gravel Pile: David Day went over a draft letter that he and Jeroldine put together. David explained that he took out all references to criminal action because we do not prosecute criminal cases here anymore. David explained that the code violation was that of zoning and that is what the letter states. David asked the council if they would like to go forward with the letter, pushing the dates forward. There was a general consensus of the council to go forward.

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears: Jack reported that David Pfeiffer had completed his hangar and that it looked great. David Pfeiffer asked if there had been any word from the museum about the agreement. David Day stated that he had not heard anything yet and that he would call Kokie Adams and find out what was happening.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported on the Parks Committee’s brainstorming results. One of the top ideas from the brainstorming was to change the lighting in front of the park to a light that lights up the entire park area instead of the current light, which shines down on the street intersection only. There was a consensus with the council for Alan to go ahead and get the light changed out. 

Jason will call Jennie Goforth to get more information about edible forests and taproot trees free or at a low cost to the town.

The Parks Committee agreed that they needed playground equipment. The committee also came up with a few names for the park. Discussion ensued regarding the possible names. It was decided to table the discussion of the name so that the council had time to think about the names.

Jason reported that the Silo Park bench would be installed very soon by Public Works staff. Mayor Wilson stated that he would be building a bigger bench for the memory garden. Jason will find room for it.

Public Works installed the veteran’s memorial marker for the visit by First Gentleman Mike Gregoire on May 9. Everything went well with Mr. Gregoire’s visit, including the town receiving a certificate of appreciation for our efforts with the park and the re-naming of Doug Vose III Way. Jason will work on getting a cement picnic table for Garden Club Park, he will also work on getting the shelter next to the Fire Department fixed and stained as well as the gazebos across from Garden Club Park and at Silo Park. Jason reported that Alan would be instructing Dale to keep the community garden mowed and trim the grass under the perimeter fence so that Jason can kill the grass with vinegar. Jason also reported the Youth Dynamics group is going to assist with the Children’s Garden beds on May 21, 2012. 
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason reported the next meeting will be held on June 13, 2012 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. 

Jason will be writing an article for the Skagit Valley Herald about the community garden as a Master Gardener. Marla got a part-time job for the summer with Americorps and will get volunteers to help with the garden.

Jason will complete the USDA Grant Application this week for the shed, tools and the entrance sign.

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Jeroldine Hallberg: 
No Report

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: No Report

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: We received a bad water sample from Edge, we have to send new water samples until it shows up clear.

Alan asked where the proposed bathroom was going to be in Silo Park? Jason Miller said it would be in the Northeast corner. Alan stated that he would be running pipe with the main street project and can run the bathroom pipe at the same time. He will have it added to the plans.

Lagoon: Alan stated that the plan to decommission the Lagoon has changed. We are going to run the water through the plant, remove the liner, hose it off and throw it out. We can then work the sludge into the soil. This will save the town a lot of money. Corrina Koenig will send a letter to Jeff McMeekin at PSE requesting the available rock pile on the south side of Highway 20. 
Mayor’s Report: No Report

Announcements: None. 

Executive Session: None. 

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 8:50 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Corrina Koenig
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


