Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
April 23, 2012

7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Michael Bartel, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Town Planner Jeroldine Hallberg. 

 

Audience Members Signed In: Rich Archuletta, Evalyn Goeringer, Carol Fabrick and Don Payne.  
Public Participation: Rick Archuletta – Main Street Painting Project – Rick stated they have received permission from three (3) different business/building owners to pressure wash and paint their buildings. He reported the three (3) buildings are the Food Bank building, the building just east of the Food Bank, and the Washington Café and Bakery. Rick handed out a proposed schedule for the pressure washing, preparation work and the actual painting. 

He reported he will contact Alan and Rich to discuss screen covers for the storm drains and to also discuss a water source that can be used during the pressure washing. 

Jason Miller asked if the color palette had been chosen yet. 

Rick stated he has a meeting scheduled with Sharon Dillon to discuss the color choices for the Food Bank. He stated the intent is to stay with the tones and shades that are on the buildings currently. He reported on the research performed by Robert McWilliams regarding the color choices. He stated the colors are mostly earth tones. 

He also reported the group is hopeful other businesses will follow suit once they see the how these buildings turn out. Rick also reported on a Main Street Revitalization meeting that was held on April 19th where they discussed the promotion of Concrete and the area. He stated that first you need to get the people up here and once they are here they will find their way to Main Street. He reported they discussed different methods of communication to get the word out and how to advertise the Town of Concrete.  
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported on a meeting that was held last week with Congressman Larsen’s aid, himself, Cody Hart, Sharon Dillon and Rich Philips to discuss funding for the public safety building. Mayor Wilson reported the rough estimate for the construction of the public safety building is $1,650,000. He stated the representative from Larsen’s office stated that Congressman Larsen is behind this project and is working to ensure there will be funding available for its construction. Mayor Wilson also reported that FEMA’s regional manager will be here in August to also review this project. He reported the legislature will assist the town with getting FEMA funding. 

Mayor Wilson reported he has a meeting scheduled with Sergeant Clark for next week to get an update on how things are going and to keep everyone on the same page. 


Jason Miller questioned if the town could purchase and install signs that state the town enforces the R.C.W. regarding no smoking within 25 feet of businesses. Jason stated he would like to see those signs up and also offered to businesses owners free of charge. Andrea Fichter stated the town could purchase the signs and allow the businesses owners to purchase them from the town, but the town could not offer these free of charge. 

Discussion ensued regarding the state law on no smoking and the enforcement of this R.C.W. Further discussion ensued on the continued enforcement of the no smoking and the effect it may have on tourism. 


Jason Miller suggested the possibility of requesting the Sheriff’s deputies to continue their presence on Main Street and cite the habitual offenders, but to offer warnings to tourists regarding the no-smoking laws. 

Mike Bartel stated his business was slow before the enforcement began and it is still slow. He stated he still sees some people smoking in front of The Hub. He also stated that not all smokers are loud and rude. He also suggested having signage for the designated smoking area. 

Jack Mears stated he believes the enforcement of no smoking within 25 feet of the businesses is hurting the businesses on Main Street more than it is helping. He stated people are not going to want to return to town if they are cited for smoking on their first visit here. 

Mayor Wilson stated he somewhat agrees with Jack, that people don’t want to come to a town where they will be fined, but he also stated the smoking he can handle, it’s the vulgar language and behavior that he feels should not be put up with. 

Discussion ensued regarding easing up on the issuance of citations for no smoking, but to not ease up on the Sheriff’s deputies’ actual presence on Main Street. 

Jason Miller also recalled discussions on the wayfinding signs in Sedro-Woolley and would like to look into how they were allowed by the state to install those along State Route 20. 

Andrea Fichter reported she believes the Scenic Byway doesn’t start until just east of Sedro-Woolley, which means the Town of Concrete has to adhere to different signage rules along the highway within its town limits than Sedro-Woolley would have to. 

Mayor Wilson will contact Mayor Anderson and Eron Berg to discuss the signage that Sedro-Woolley installed. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: Cody reported further on the meeting that was held last week regarding the public safety building. He stated they should have an engineer’s estimate developed within a couple days for a more definite cost on the construction of the public safety building. 

Cody also reported on the Main Street reconstruction project that will take place in August. He stated they should be ready to advertise in July with construction occurring in August after the Cascade Days event. 

Cody stated the East Main Street waterline replacement project has started and Carman Construction is working on that project. 

Cody also reported he met with Howard Stafford on-site today at Burpee Hill Road to discuss the installation of the temporary measures. He stated these temporary measures should be sufficient until the final repairs can be completed. 

Mayor Wilson requested permission from council to pay H.O. Stafford on completion of the project. He stated the project should be complete this Friday and the contractor would have to wait until May 14th to get paid. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve payment to H.O. Stafford upon certification by the engineer that the project is complete. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Cody also reported on the NPDS application and the CCTV project. He stated Alan is reviewing the plans now and once he has completed his review, we will be able to advertise. He stated the town may want to consider awarding the project in portions due to the available funding. Cody explained the CCTV process which includes the cleaning and filming of the sewer lines all throughout town. He also reported this process will assist the town in establishing a repair schedule. 

Cody also reported on an application to Skagit Council of Governments (SCOG) that he and Jeroldine have been working on. He reported this grant would pay for the engineering and right-of-way purchase for the paving of the second access to the school. He also reported this is only a portion of the project, which will also include the widening of Superior Ave. S. and adding a bike lane from Main Street to the school. He stated they will be contacting other agencies such as the Department of Transportation, Forest Service, Concrete School District, and Skagit County to assist with matching funds. 

He also reported there is a possible economic impact with getting this road paved: It would help to encourage development in this area. 

Further discussion ensued regarding the use of the road and how the town got to the point of seeking funds for having it paved. It was also stated and discussed to leave the gates in place after the road is paved until such time that development actually occurs in that area to further deter reckless driving and garbage dumping there. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: April 9, 2012

· Claims Warrants: #27031-#27054

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None.
Old Business: Resource Solutions, LLC – Grant Writing Agreement: Mayor Wilson reviewed the grant writing agreement, hourly rate, resume and references that were included in their packets. 

David Day commented on the indemnity clause in the agreement. 

Andrea Fichter stated the town could send the agreement to AWC for further review. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the agreement with AWC’s approval. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution #2012-07 – Correct Scriveners Error, Town Land Use and Zoning Map: Jeroldine gave an update on the rezone that took place many years ago on the doctor’s office property. She stated the zoning map was never amended to show this. She reviewed the resolution along with all the exhibits explaining the error. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve Resolution #2012-07. Dave Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

David suggested making sure the resolution is recorded. 

New Business: Jason Miller requested permission to attend the RevitalizeWA conference in Chelan from May 22 to May 24.

It was the consensus of the council to pay for Jason to attend the conference.  
Discussion Items: PSE Payment Request: Andrea reported to the council that she had not received a response from PSE with regard to the letter sent. 

Clifton Gravel Pile: Mayor Wilson reported on the response letter received from Jack Clifton regarding the gravel pile located on his property. David Day stated the town has the authority under the zoning code to impose fines. Discussion ensued on the possibility of also citing nuisance and abatement sections of the code. It was the consensus of the council for Rich Philips, Jeroldine and David to further research town code regarding the issuance of fines before responding with another letter. 

Clean-Up Days: Andrea reported a date needs to be chosen for this year’s clean-up days. It was the consensus of the council for the clean-up days to occur on June 22-June 24. 
Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears and Dave Pfeiffer: No report. 

Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported Public Works is working on the installation of the pedestal for the veteran’s memorial marker for the visit by First Gentleman Mike on May 9th at 1 p.m. He also reported on the bench for Silo Park has been delivered and is waiting to be installed. Jason thanked the Public Works department for placing garbage cans, mowing, and placing woodchips at the community garden. He also reported on benches that Marla Reed got from an auction for the Children’s Garden. Jason also reported the Youth Dynamics group is going to assist with the Children’s Garden beds on April 30. 
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason reported the next meeting will be held on May 9 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Jeroldine Hallberg: Jeroldine stated the report from Larry Johnson on the Superior Building has been completed. She stated she will distribute this report to the council. She reported on the recommendation of the Historic Preservation Commission, which is to rehab the building by first putting on a new roof. She stated a lot of fund raising would need to occur. She stated a new roof is estimated to cost around $30,000.00. She reported she and Eric Archuletta had attended the museum board meeting last week to request assistance from them with fundraising. She stated the museum by-laws will not allow for them to raise money for nonmuseum items. 

Jason Miller stated he is working on getting nonprofit status for Imagine Concrete in the form of Imagine Concrete Foundation, specifically to assist the town in fundraising for different projects. He reported the process is overwhelming. He stated he is going to hire the Concrete Herald bookkeeper to assist him with all the IRS paperwork. He also requested that David also assist him with this. Jason apologized for not getting this done. 

Jeroldine reported on the work the Planning Commission is doing on the Shorelines Master Program update. She reported on the e-mail received from Marty Glaser stating his concerns regarding his property and how it will be affected by the update. Marty stated in his e-mail his concerns for the use of his property and he being able to do what he sees fit on his own property. 

Jack Mears expressed concerns regarding issues with the Shorelines and this update changing private property designations. 


Jeroldine gave a history on the Shorelines Master Program. She reported this state mandate to govern shorelines was voted on by the people in the 1970s. She further described the history of this law and the rules and regulations associated with Shorelines. She also updated the council on the consulting firm chosen by the council and the agreement for the work being completed by them on the Shorelines Master Program update. 

Discussion ensued regarding past issues with Marty Glaser, his projects and his property. Mayor Wilson recounted the events that took place during Mr. Glaser’s last project near the airport. Mayor Wilson stated Mr. Glaser performed tasks during that process that resulted in his project being stopped by the town. 

Discussion was also held regarding the Planning Commission’s roles and responsibilities. It was stated the Planning Commission is not a decision-making body, they are an advisory body who gathers information and then makes recommendations to the council for final decisions. 

David Day stated Shorelines is just another set of development regulations. He stated there are not any regulations that would take away a property owner’s actual property and convert it to public use. 

It was stated that Marty Glaser is incorrect in his statement that the town is taking his property and designating it for public use. Jeroldine stated the Shorelines Master Program is a development standard with rules and regulations that state what is allowed or not allowed within the shoreline limits exactly how other development standards regulate other areas and zones within the town.  

Audience member Don Payne discussed his concerns regarding the town’s former planner during Marty Glaser’s past project. He referred to her as a dictator who was trying to institute laws and regulations. He stated he believed she should have brought more to the Planning Commission. He stated he is more apt to wait it out and stall the institution of new laws and regulations to allow developers more time under current rules. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported the March treasurer’s report and first quarter revenue and expenditure reports were included in their packets. She stated after they review if there are any questions to please feel free to call or e-mail her these questions. 

Andrea reported on the proposal for the town to get a Costco membership. She stated the original proposal included company cards with individual employee names on the cards as well. She stated after checking with the auditors, the town cannot provide memberships for employee personal use. She also reported on the advantages to having a town membership. 

Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to allow the town to get a Costco membership. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: No report.  

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported they are working on setting a date for the second Meet the Mayor event with the Chamber of Commerce. He also reported on Paula Mann pleading guilty to a felony in the second degree for theft. Mann has been ordered to pay restitution in the amount of $8,585.18. Andrea Fichter reported Paula is to begin paying the restitution amount immediately at $50.00 a month, which Andrea stated will take about 14.3 years to pay in full. 

Announcements: None. 

Executive Session: None. 

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 9:18 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


