Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
March 12, 2012

7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Michael Bartel, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Town Planner Jeroldine Hallberg. 

 

Audience Members Signed In: Jim Hobbs, Allen and Carol Fabrick.
Public Participation: Columbia Bank – Hi. Lo. Country Hotel Water Service: Mayor Wilson gave a brief explanation on the letter received from Philip Moran at Columbia Bank, requesting that water service for fire suppression be reinstated at the Hi. Lo. Country Hotel. Mayor Wilson stated the fire suppression line is currently on, but the regular water service had been terminated due to nonpayment. 

Marla Reed stated she believes a letter should be sent stating the water to the fire suppression system is on and there doesn’t seem to be a request for the regular water service to be reconnected. 

Jack Mears stated the town should try and stay in the good graces of the local bank. 

Jason Miller stated he agrees with Marla since the bank does not technically own the building and it’s still in Pete and Cheryl Pitt’s ownership. 

David Day stated this is completely a council decision. He also stated he knows the bank will pay the balance. 


Discussion ensued regarding why the bank would need the water on at this time and the property currently going through the foreclosure process. 

Mayor Wilson reminded council there is still a chance that Pete and Cheryl Pitts could stop the foreclosure and remain the owners of the building. He stated this is not likely, but is something the town should consider. 

Further discussion ensued regarding the options before the council. 

It was the consensus of the council to send written notification to Columbia Bank agreeing to turn water service on at the property located at 45909 Main Street with the understanding that Columbia Bank shall assume all responsibility and also pay the current balance along with future billings for this account until at such time there are new owners of this property. 

Jeff Lustick – Airport Fly-In: Absent. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported the town will most likely need to complete the NEPA (National Environmental Protection Act) process for the Public Safety Building. Cody Hart reported they are in the process of putting a lot of the items together for the Public Safety Building in an effort to have the project shovel-ready for funding. 

Jason Miller requested information regarding Miechelle Herrera’s home that burned on Main Street and what is being done with it. Andrea stated Miechelle had submitted an extension request while she is trying to find a buyer. Andrea reported the bank had paid off the loan only and had not left her enough money to demolish or rebuild. Mayor Wilson also stated he believes that someone is currently in the process of purchasing this property from Miechelle. 

Jason Miller also inquired about the gravel pile still located on Jack Clifton’s property and what the town is doing about that. David Day apologized for the delay on this. He reported he will do more research on the validity of the town’s ordinances and report back to the town with options. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: Cody reported on the Burpee Hill Rd. temporary winter protective measures. He stated the contractor solicitation is being mailed tomorrow with contractor selection occurring at the first meeting in April. He stated it should only take one to two days for the contractor to complete the actual work. 

Cody also reported on the NPDS permit application. The draft for the CCTV portion will be delivered to Alan Wilkins this week for his review. He reported the actual work should take place within the next two to three weeks. 

Cody reported on the Main Street project. He stated they are finalizing the documents and working on finishing the cost estimate. He stated once this is complete, they will forward to the Transportation Improvement Board for final approval. 

Cody also reported that he and Jeroldine have been attending various SCOG (Skagit Council of Governments) meetings regarding possible funding for the town’s transportation projects. He stated they are working to put together a plan/exhibit to present to SCOG while there is still money available. He reported that due to the continued diminishing state funds, this will most likely be federal dollars. Cody stated the exhibit will detail all of the transportation project that are listed on the Town’s 6-year Transportation Improvement Program and are also called out in the Capital Facilities Plan.

Cody described the different projects that are going to be listed, along with others, such as a pedestrian signal at State Route 20 and Superior Ave. that would eliminate the need for the school flaggers, widening portions of Superior Ave., completing improvement on Main Street from Superior to Grasmere, and constructing a second access to the school from State Route 20 to Ronald Avenue. He stated he believes the second access to the school to be very important and that having only the single access is not adequate. 

Jeroldine referred council to page 10 of their council packets, which details the transportation projects that are being discussed with the update to the Capital Facilities Plan. 

Cody reported they had received good feedback from SCOG and they will attach a brief narrative to each project to go along with the exhibit that will be sent to SCOG. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: February 27, 2012

· Special Town Council Minutes: February 29, 2012

· Claims Warrants: #26930-#26945

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: Capital Facilities Plan – Resolution #2012-05:  Jeroldine reported on the updates made to the Capital Facilities Plan since the last meeting. She stated the town would also have to update the town’s current TIP to match the project list in the CFP. She also reported on the Parks section of the CFP and this being the only section of the Comprehensive Plan that discusses parks. She stated it’s important to get this particular section updated so the town qualifies to apply for parks funding. She also handed out an updated parks map and service area map. She reviewed the maps and explained the legend associated with each map. Jeroldine stated the Department of Commerce will also have to review the plan. 

With no questions from council, Mayor Wilson opened the meeting for public comment at 7:35 p.m. With no comments from the public, Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing at 7:35 p.m.

Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to approve the Capital Facilities Plan and Resolution #2012-05 dependent on the review and approval from the Department of Commerce. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Old Business: TIB Consultant Agreement – Superior Sidewalks, Ravnik & Associates: Andrea stated this is a basic TIB consultant agreement with the details for this particular project. She also stated that if there are any questions, John Ravnik and Jim Hobbs are here tonight. John gave a brief update on the design chosen for the retaining wall along the proposed sidewalk. He stated he has met with the Barb Hawkings and the town to discuss this project. He also updated on the soils in that area and the process for installing the wall along with what material could be used for reinforcement. He described the project schedule and when they hope to begin and complete the construction. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the agreement. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

New Business: Airport Lot Transfer Request – Lot #39, Bolan to Clarkson: Discussion ensued regarding the transfers and the need to make sure the new leaseholders will have to adhere to the 5-year hangar-building rule that began with the original leaseholder. 

Jason Miller made a motion to table a decision on the actual transfer until a letter can be sent to each of the requesters stating that the new leaseholder would have to adhere to the deadline date for building his hangar. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: None.

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears: Jack Mears questioned if the fly-in insurance issues had been resolved. It was stated this was all determined and decided at the special meeting. David Day stated he is working on the agreement and had contacted the Museum’s attorney to discuss the agreement. 


Audience member Jim Jenkins loudly stated the museum is not associated with the fly-in. David Day stated he was working on the agreement which he believed to be between the town and the museum, which he assumed was the event holder.  Jim Jenkins stated he was wrong in his assumption and maybe there will not be a fly-in. 

The Mayor, council and attorney expressed concern and confusion regarding discussions held at the last meeting where the agreement was discussed and Jim Jenkins had agreed to sign the agreement. 

Jim Jenkins began muttering and speaking inappropriate words from the audience area. Mayor Wilson asked Mr. Jenkins to leave the meeting at that time. Mr. Jenkins left the meeting.

Further discussion ensued regarding the agreement for the fly-in and what the position of the town is now. All council members expressed their confusion regarding Jim’s comments this evening and how they differed from the comments made and agreed to at the February 29 meeting. Further discussion ensued regarding getting the agreement ready and presenting it to Jim to see if he’s agreeable. It was also stated the fly-in coincides with other events and things that lined up with the event. 

Dave Pfeiffer reported he is still working on his hangar. 

Audience member Marlin Israel questioned what defines a fly-in event. He described where a few planes would fly-in, picnic and camp at the airport for the night. He also stated it would be a private event not open to the public. David Day stated that if it is not open to the public or advertised as an actual event, he would not consider that to be an event. 

Andrea stated that she had sent an event application and insurance information to another gentleman who has called inquiring about a super cub fly-in. 

David Day stated he will complete the agreement for the fly-in and Mayor Wilson and Jack Mears stated they would take it up and discuss further with Jim Jenkins. 

Mayor Wilson reported on some possible trees that may need to be topped near the airport. Jason Miller stated that topping is the worst possible strategy for dealing with trees that are too tall, and that if they have grown too tall, it would be wiser to remove them entirely.

Parks: Jason Miller: Jason stated the park bench for Silo Park should be here soon. Jason also reported on the tree trimming completed at the Garden Club Park by the mayor and Public Works staff. He also stated they need wood chips at the community garden. Alan Wilkins stated they may be able to move some of the nobles from near the airport and transplant them to Garden Club Park. Further discussion ensued regarding the trees that were trimmed or removed. Jason also reported on the pedestal for the Veterans Memorial marker and that he will eventually install a fence behind this area. Jason also requested that letters be sent to the residents in the Mill Addition and Crowfoot areas to invite them to a brainstorming meeting regarding the future use of the landslide area. He stated he would like the invitation to ask attendees to bring ideas and possible names with them to the Parks Committee meeting on April 9 at 6:00 p.m.

Mayor Wilson also reported on trees that need to be removed at the Garden Club Park that are in the power lines. 

Jeroldine also mentioned there may be possible grants for trails and the relocation of Lorenzen Creek. 
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason reported the next meeting will be held on March 14, 2012, at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. He stated he is currently working on the Children’s and Memory Gardens within the community garden and on getting the community garden ready for spring. He also reported he is working on a possible grant from USDA for materials purchase and construction of a shed, installation of signage, installation of the gazebo floor, and purchasing some tools and wheelbarrows. He also reported on the food bank beds. When the food bank is closed, they are working with Lou at the Resource Center on having a cart out front with available produce. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Jeroldine Hallberg: Jeroldine reported  the Planning Commission hosted Graham and Bunting representatives, who gave a presentation on the Shorelines Master Program update. She stated that all of the affected property owners were notified of the presentation, but only PSE attended. Jeroldine reported that during that meeting it was stated there may be some discrepancies regarding the town’s current zoning and the shorelines. 

She also reported that PSE gave a presentation on its powerhouse and fish collector projects. Dave Pfeiffer stated he would like to know when they are going to launch the fish collector and that he would like to be present when that occurs. Jeroldine also reported and thanked Alan for the tour he gave last Friday of the wastewater treatment plant for Planning Commission members and the two new Coucnilmembers. 

Jeroldine reported the Historic Preservation Commission will meet tomorrow night to discuss the final report on the feasibility study. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Nothing further to report. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: No report. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson thanked Public Works for their help while trimming and removing the trees from the Garden Club Park. 

Announcements: None. 

Executive Session: None. 

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 8:42 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


