Town of Concrete
Special Meeting
February 29, 2012

 
6:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. 

 

Council Members Present: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Michael Bartel, Marla Reed and Jason Miller. 

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day and Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter. 
 

Signed In: Allen and Carol Fabrick. 
Agenda Item: Concrete Fly-In: Mayor Wilson reported on the question that was asked of the auditors regarding the town providing the insurance for the fly-in. He reviewed the answer received from the auditors and how they stated the town would need to show the benefit and why it’s an allowable expenditure. 

Jack Mears stated the town already has the insurance and after the training they took last year it was his understanding that the auditors are not to run the town and make decisions, they can only make recommendations. Jack stated there is an Airport Fund that is dedicated for airport purposes and he sees no reason for the airport not to endorse the fly-in for insurance. He also stated the insurance is paid for by the leaseholders, not the town. 

Jason Miller asked the fly-in organizer to report on how we got to this point and how the two that are in attendance are involved. 

Jim Jenkins reported that it was just recently discovered that the town did not actually sponsor the event and that it’s not about paying for the insurance but about who’s going to be liable. He reported he was asked four years ago to take over running the event. He stated he really thinks the fly-in is a good thing for the town. Jim updated on the Harold Hanson Trust and the mission of the museum is to grow, expand and educate on aviation. He also reported on some remodeling they are doing to one of the smaller hangars. 

Dave Pfeiffer questioned if the museum was a 501(c)(3) and that by having this event there would be no monetary gain for the museum itself. 

Jim Jenkins stated that yes the museum is a nonprofit 501(c)(3). He stated he wants to try and get more involved with the school and get kids more interested in aviation. 


Jason Miller stated that he believes that everyone here is pro-airport, but this about the actual fly-in event. He also stated there seems to be an issue with being able to separate the actual event from the event location during this discussion. 

Jim Jenkins reported that they have a lot of vendors at the event, as well as having many people attend. He also stated that in the future he would like to discuss the option of having a fueling station added to the airport. 

Dave Pfeiffer asked Jim to report on some concern that the fly-in is turning into a vintage museum fly-in instead of just a fly-in itself. 

Jim Jenkins reported on some feedback he had received regarding the name change that occurred last year. He stated they can change the name back and keep Concrete in the event name. He also reported on some safety concerns and stated they will have crossing guards at the event this year to assist with people crossing the runway. He also described different aircraft that will be attending the event this year if it’s held. 

Jack Mears spoke to how the fly-in was started and that the first year the event was held there were only 6 planes that flew in. Jack suggested renaming the event the Concrete Old-Fashioned/Classic Fly-In. Jack also suggested using the Civil Air Patrol during the event. It was also suggested to request emphasis patrols from the Sheriff’s Office during the event. 

Jim Jenkins reported the insurance provider he had contacted stated they would cover the event beginning that Friday at noon until that Sunday at noon. 

Marlin Israel reported on when he first came on the Concrete Airport Advisory Committee that the town didn’t even have a separate Airport Fund. He stated the fly-in has gotten so popular because it was one of the first fly-ins held in the Pacific Northwest. He also stated that of course there is risk, but if you could measure what it brings to the town, it would outweigh the risk. He stated the committee has tried to benefit the community and he believes the fly-in has done that. He also stated that he realizes that there is a liability and they are just asking for the town to provide the insurance. He reported that as the fly-in has gotten bigger, they have had some parking issues and other safety items that have come up, but they have addressed those issues. Marlin stated they want to keep Harold Hanson’s dream alive and would like to see this town become a destination point. 

Michael Bartel stated if there is not going to be any additional cost, he doesn’t see an issue with the town providing the insurance. 

Jack Mears stated there is an Airport Fund which contributes to the streets, parks and fire, just like all the other funds. He also stated there is not a Cascade Days Fund or funds for other events. 


Andrea Fichter stated that all of the Airport Fund revenues are used strictly for Airport expenditures and that the Airport Fund does not fund the Parks, Streets or Fire Department Funds. She also stated there is an Airport Fund not a Fly-In Fund.  

Mayor Wilson requested comments from council members.    

Jason Miller stated the town has an event application and it clearly states the event holder shall provide the insurance. He stated he does not understand why the town should be responsible for supplying insurance for this event and not any of the other events in town. Jason stated that by providing the insurance for the fly-in, the council may be setting a precedent for other events. 

Jack Mears asked each council member if they want to see the fly-in happen. Each council member responded yes, but it was stated this is about the insurance, not whether or not people want the fly-in  to happen. 

Audience member Philip Johnson asked if there is an additional cost for the event. He was told no. He then questionably stated then the event is covered under the town’s current policy. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated that for 28 years the event was held under the assumption that town’s insurance covered the event and he believes if the town’s insurance is willing to endorse the fly-in at no extra costs, there shouldn’t be an issue. 

Marla Reed stated the past is the past and of course no one wants to see the fly-in go away. She stated she would like to see the town and the event holder come to some kind of an agreement. She also stated she believes the name should still include Concrete. 

Jim Jenkins stated that he agreed the name of the town should stay in the name of the event. 

Marla Reed stated again that some type of agreement should be put in place. 

Mayor Wilson requested comment from Town Attorney David Day. 

David Day stated that this all came about when pilot/attorney Jeff Lustick brought his concerns to the event holders during last year’s event and that is when the discussion of insurance began. He stated the safety issues should be dealt with. David proposed setting up an agreement that would state the town will provide the insurance, but the event holder will still be in charge of running the event and providing safety measures. Jim Jenkins agreed to this statement. 

Further discussion occurred on the event and other things that have occurred during the fly-in event. 

Michael Bartel questioned if there was a designated safety person that is always on site during the event. Jim Jenkins stated yes, they have a designated safety person. 

Mayor Wilson stated he doesn’t want to see the fly-in go away. He requested a motion from council on the insurance issue for the event.

Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to approve an agreement between the town and the event holder stating the town will provide the insurance and the event holder shall be completely responsible for the event logistics, including parking and safety requirements. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried with Jason Miller opposed. 

Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion to adjourn at 7:13 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.   
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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