Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
February 27, 2012

7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Michael Bartel, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Town Planner Jeroldine Hallberg. 

 

Audience Members Signed In: Don Payne and Carol Fabrick.      
Public Participation: None.

Special Presentations: Public Safety: Jason Miller reported on new tire marks throughout the property located between Loggers Landing and Concrete Self Storage. 

Mayor Wilson reported on a possible location for the Public Safety Building. He stated he would like to see it placed between the Superior Building and the Community Garden. Discussion ensued on different improvements and upgrades that would have to be completed. 


Cody Hart stated this project is in the very conceptual stage. Mayor Wilson also reported that he has been told by Congressman Larsen that he would like to see this project completed this year. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: Cody gave an update on phase II of the NPDES permit application, which is detailed in the scope of work attached to Task Order R. He stated it would outline tasks not yet completed and also account for completing the inspection of all the sewer lines to look for cracks or failures. He stated this will also assist in future budgeting for the continued maintenance of the sewer lines. 

Cody reported the Burpee Hill Road project is currently being reviewed on the environmental side. He stated he will be working with Jeroldine this week to complete the Coastal Zone Management Act for the Department of Ecology, which is a requirement before the project can start. 

Cody and Jeroldine both reported on the Skagit Council of Governments meeting they attended last week for their legislative briefing. Jeroldine stated there may be planning grants available for transportation projects such as phase III of the Main Street improvements, improving Superior Avenue from Main Street to State Route 20 and also the installation of some type of bus shelters or stop. Cody stated the funds would come from State and Federal agencies through the County.   

Jason Miller made a motion to approve Task Order R. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: February 13, 2012

· Claims Warrants: #26930-#26945

· Payroll Warrants

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Dave Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: Capital Facilities Plan Update – Draft: Jeroldine reported a public hearing on this will be held on March 12, 2012, and that tonight’s item is to discuss the draft as it is written so far.  She reported on the need for the Capital Facilities Plan and that it should be updated annually during the budget season. She reviewed different sections of the CFP and discussed the section that refers back to the town’s Comprehensive Plan. Jeroldine also reviewed the facilities and the annual allocations associated with each of these. She stated some of these items will depend on grant funding and grant cycles. She also reported on the need for the update due to some grant funding requirements from different sources and the requirement to have proposed grant funded projects listed and adopted in accordance with the town’s CFP. 

Cody stated this plan brings all the town projects into one organized document. He stated that projects marked with an asterisk are mandated projects and must be completed within a specific time frame. He also described other items, such as the wastewater treatment plant maintenance and operations schedule, and that these items need to be budgeted and allocated for over the next six (6) years. Cody stated the town will also need to budget for the replacement of the UV lights and membranes. He also stated the Sewer Comprehensive Plan will need to be updated. Cody stated that once the sewer lines inspection is complete, there will be more costs and maintenance projects to be completed due to any break, cracks or other repairs that need to be made. 

Cody also discussed the mandates for installing water meters that have to be installed no later than 2017. He stated there will be more costs associated with the waterline replacements that still need to be completed. He reported they applied for grants for these projects as well, but that utility grants are hard to get approved because most funders believe the utility rates and fees being charged to customers should be enough to pay for operations, maintenance and improvements. He stated that these projects are also listed in the Water System Plan update that is currently under review by the Department of Health. 

Alan gave a brief update on the new water use efficiency laws and how the installation of meters would occur. 

Cody also reported on the Mill Addition and East Main Street waterline improvement projects, along with the possibility of acquiring Albert’s Red Apple Market into the town’s water system. He and Alan both reported that grants have been submitted for the installation of the waterline and connection to Albert’s. 

Alan and Cody both reported on the need to replace one of the older wooden reservoirs that currently stores only 100,000 gallons and should be upgraded or replaced to store 500,000 gallons. 

Cody also reported on the storm water section of the CFP. He stated this is a minimal cost to the town at this point, but in the future the town may be required to complete the NPDES permit application process for storm water as well as wastewater. Cody continued to update on other long-term projects and future infrastructure improvements listed in the CFP. Cody and Jeroldine both reported on the transportation projects that are also listed. 

Mike Bartel questioned if the costs listed for the meter installation also had the figures for any new service connections that needed to be installed as well. 

Discussion ensued regarding the sections of water line that have already been replaced throughout town and that all new construction has a meter setter installed. Further discussion occurred regarding the reading of the new meters and possibly purchasing equipment that would work with the town’s current software to electronically read meters. 

Alan showed the council the water pipe that had cracked in East Main and the need to get this inadequate line replaced as soon as possible. 

Cody stated that even if the town gets approved for grant funding, there will most likely be some matching funds required of the town. Cody suggested the town may want to look into loans for the water line improvement projects while the interest rates are at an all-time low. He also reported on certain portions of the East Main Street Water line project that may be on railroad right-of-way. 

Fly-In: Jack Mears brought up the remaining question of what is to be done about the fly-in at the airport. He stated he believes the fly-in to be very important for the town. He stated there’s an Airport Fund run by the town that is supposed to fund the airport and would like to know why the town cannot purchase the insurance for the fly-in and allow Jim Jenkins to run the event. Jack reported that it has been suggested to the event holders to start charging, but he feels that if they started charging, attendance would drop and the event would lose the people who come to town for this.

Discussion ensued regarding other events that are held in town and their organizers paying for and providing their own insurance. 

Jason Miller stated that he would really like to discuss further at the scheduled meeting on Wednesday. Marla Reed stated we need to discuss our options and did not come prepared to discuss those tonight. She also stated she would like to discuss this further at the meeting on Wednesday. 

New Business: Resolution #2012-02-Physical Activity Policy, Resolution #2012-03-Water Reserve Fund Reclassification, Resolution #2012-04-Sewer Fund Reclassification: Andrea explained that each resolution fully explained the need for the resolution itself and asked if there were any questions. 
Jason Miller made a motion to approve all three resolutions. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Cement City Trail Run-Requirement of an Events Application: The Council reviewed the attached email explaining the event and decided that a town events application would not be required. 
Discussion Items: None.

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears: Jack reported that Dave Pfeiffer continues to work on his hangar. 

Parks: Jason Miller: Andrea Fichter reported the bench for Silo Park has been ordered and should arrive in the next week or two.  
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason reported the next meeting will be held on March 14, 2012, at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. He stated he is currently working on the Children’s and Memory Gardens within the Community Garden. 

Andrea reminded Mayor Wilson and Jason Miller that Darla O’Connor from USDA will be here Wednesday morning at 9 a.m. to discuss possible funding for different projects. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Jeroldine Hallberg: Jeroldine reported the presentation last week by Larry Johnson on the Superior Building had been well attended and the town should be getting the actual report in the next day or two. She also reported on the Parks section of the CFP and the possible grant funding available for park projects as well. 

Jason Miller questioned if the draft report from Larry Johnson was available. He stated that he was very disappointed with the presentation given by Larry Johnson. He stated he expected to hear actual details on the Superior Building and instead received a history lesson on people that used to work in the building. 

Audience member Don Payne reported that he had also heard the same response from a few different people as well as Larry Johnson’s cost estimate for the building’s renovation being way too low. 

Further discussion ensued regarding the Superior Building and future uses of the building, along with past ideas. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea said she has not received a response from Puget Sound Energy regarding the letter that was sent out requesting funds for the wastewater treatment plant.

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan stated the plant is running well even with the heavy flows the last few weeks. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported there will be a meeting Thursday with Jim Hobbs to discuss the Superior Sidewalk project. He also reported that he still needs to get in contact with Adam from Congressman Larsen’s office to schedule a meeting regarding the Public Safety Building. He also reported he will begin cutting down some of the trees at Garden Club Park this week. 

Announcements: Mayor Wilson announced there will be a celebration of life for Dave Faddis at the High School commons on March 3rd from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.  

Jason Miller announced the John T. Williams totem pole raising in Seattle happened yesterday and was well attended. He reported it took Rick Williams over 2,000 hours to hand carve the totem. 

Executive Session: None. 

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 8:36 p.m. Dave Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
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