Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
January 23, 2012

7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Michael Bartel, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Town Planner Jeroldine Hallberg. 

 

Audience Members Signed In: John Boggs, Don Payne, Dan Rankin, Fred West and Jim Hobbs.     
Public Participation: None.

Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported on the plowing effort completed last week during the snow event. He stated Public Works was out plowing Tuesday through Friday. He reported they were unable to keep up Tuesday with the amount of snowfall, but were able to get caught up on Wednesday. He also reported they had Robert Hornbeck come in to assist with snow removal in the Town Center. Mayor Wilson reported that Rich Philips had put in around 19 hours on Tuesday and Alan Wilkins put in around 14 hours. 

Audience members Don Payne and Fred West both stated Public Works had done a great job. 

Mayor Wilson reported on one instance where a lady did not want to move her vehicle to allow the snow plow access, but other than that he had not received any complaints. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: Cody reported the June Alley demolition project is still in the same status. He stated the Burpee Hill winter protective measures had not been completed prior to the snow fall, but as soon as the snow melts they will get the temporary measures completed until the permanent fix can be completed. He also reported they are looking into multiple grants for different projects throughout town, such as the lagoon decommissioning, water line replacement and the public safety building. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: January 9, 2012

· Claims Warrants: #26870-#26883

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. David Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: West Main Street Parking: Jeroldine updated on listed recommendations developed by herself, Alan Wilkins and Cody Hart and the remaining issues with the parking in this area. She reviewed the aerial photos, sketches and the RCWs included in their packets regarding parking within so many feet of traffic signs or crosswalks. She stated the condition of the sidewalk is poor and people are also parking on the sidewalk, which is causing pedestrians to have to walk out into the street. Jeroldine reviewed the rough sketch that depicts approximately where the driving lane is in relation to the right-of-way. She also reviewed the location of shrubs, trees, fences and utility poles in relation to the right-of-way and sidewalk. She further reported Alan Wilkins has verified some of the right-of-way measurements using existing survey monuments. She stated some of the house fences and porches are most likely located within the right-of-way. 

Dave Pfeiffer questioned the center line and if the measurements are accurate to the right-of-way. He also questioned how wide and how restricted the travel lane is. Jeroldine stated everything in this area is compressed. Marla Reed stated she drives that road every day, twice a day, and if two buses happen to meet each other, one of the buses has to stop and wait for the other to pass because there is not enough room for two buses to be in both travel lanes at the same time. 

Alan Wilkins also reviewed the aerial maps included in the packets and described where the sidewalks and parking are in relation to the right-of-way. Audience member John Boggs questioned the drainage ditch in that area being an issue as well. Alan stated the drainage ditch is right in front of the Ross house on the north side and described how the ditch flows and where the catch basin is located. He also described how that area could be leveled off. 

Discussion ensued on recommendations and solutions for the parking in this area. Cody reviewed the recommendations based on cost. He stated the residents in that area need to be educated on the allowed parking. He stated striping could be done first, then crosswalks and stop signs marked. He further discussed the recommendations and the possibility of moving the parking to the north side of the street, along with repairing the sidewalk. He stated once again that educating the property owners so they are aware of where the parking is actually allowed will be helpful. 


Jeroldine also stated the classification and use of the road need to be reviewed and possibly changed. She also stated this area is included in the town’s Capital Facilities Plan for reconstruction, but is unfunded at this time. Jeroldine also recommended residents in that area be notified of the parking laws in relation to stop signs and crosswalks, along with notifying the Sheriff’s deputies so they can enforce the parking laws. 

Audience member John Boggs stated he believes this problem exists throughout the whole town and maybe on-street parking of oversized vehicles should not be allowed. Further discussion ensued regarding future design and funding. Marla Reed questioned what the temporary fix should be for now. Jason Miller stated he likes the first three recommendations. 

Discussion ensued regarding budget and the costs associated with possibly having the county do the striping. Jack Mears stated this is a can of worms and the town is going to have some upset residents. Discussion ensued on the homes in the area and the available parking within the alley and on the south side of the street. 

It was the consensus of the council to call the county for a quote on striping the center line and fog lines on Main Street from Superior Ave. to the curve at the west end as a starting point to fixing the parking problem. 

Audience member John Boggs stated the town should flag the right-of-way so the residents would know where the right-of-way actually is. 

Airport Lot Transfer Request – Aero Education Museum: David Day stated he has not heard back since he sent out the letter as requested by council. 

New Business: Events Application – Pregnancy Choices: Alan stated there is no potable water at Silo Park. It was stated they would need a couple sani-cans and garbage cans. Silo Park would be used for a staging area and the actual run would take place on the Cascade Trail. Andrea will notify Pregnancy Choices there is no potable water at Silo Park. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the events application. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: Superior Building: Moved to Planning and Historical Preservation section. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears: Jack Mears stated it’s been pretty quiet due to the snow.  

Parks: Jason Miller: None.    

Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason reported the next meeting will be held on February 8, 2012, at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, at which they will probably discuss ideas from the November 2011 meeting. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Jeroldine Hallberg: Jeroldine stated she had emailed the engineer and structural report on the feasibility study for the Superior Building. She invited the mayor and council to come to Larry Johnson’s presentation on Thursday, February 16 at 6 p.m. at Town Hall, which will also be the Historic Preservation Commission meeting. 

Discussion ensued on the structural report and the stability of the structure. Jeroldine also discussed the possible future uses for the building.  

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported the December 2011 Treasurer’s report is included in their packets, along with the latest schedule from the contractor working for Puget Sound Energy. She also stated there is an email update from the Prosecuting Attorney’s office on Paula Mann’s case. Jason Miller questioned a few of the vendor costs included in the treasurer’s report. Andrea stated 2011 is closed out and the 2012 budget is active. She stated she is currently beginning to work on the 2011 Annual Report. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported on the wastewater treatment plant shutting down three times last week. He discussed the broken fittings, losing prime and issues with UV lights. He reported a bad fitting was replaced; he believes this should fix the priming issue they have had all along. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported on an EMS meeting he attended last week. He reported after the meeting he spoke with Sharon Dillon regarding the Concrete Senior Center and Upper Skagit Library. He reported that during this discussion it was brought up to possibly move the library to the Concrete Center (Senior Center) and move the Senior Center to the library’s current location. Mayor Wilson stated he had suggested that Ms. Dillon contact the seniors who actually use the facility for their views and to also take into account the availability of parking at the Resource Center. Discussion ensued regarding the uses of the county buildings and the library has been looking for a new building for a few years now. Jack Mears discussed the activities offered by the Senior Center and the uses and size of the county buildings. Audience member Fred West stated he was told that attendance at the Senior Center is way down. Jason Miller stated a sign-in sheet is now being provided and used to better track the attendees at the Senior Center, in addition to a computerized log-in system. He stated there are more seniors using the facility than are being accounted for. Mayor Wilson stated he will contact Sara Pritchard to discuss her views with the shortening of the hours and the possible moving of the Senior Center.

Mayor Wilson thanked Public Works staff for their hard work during the snow event. 

Announcements: None. 

Executive Session: None.

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 8:14 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


