Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
January 9, 2012

7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Michael Bartel, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Town Planner Jeroldine Hallberg. 

 

Audience Members Signed In: George Theodoratus, John Boggs, William Sullivan, Jeromy Tinth, Don Payne, Chad Clark, Fred West, Carol Fabrick and Jim Hobbs.     
Public Participation: Jerry Robinson: Canceled 

John Boggs: John Boggs stated he thinks the town and the Sheriff’s deputies have done a great job with the enforcement on Main Street. He stated he has been doing a lot of shopping and attending the Theatre in the last month and has seen a big difference. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson introduced the new East County Sergeant, Chad Clark. 

Sergeant Clark introduced himself to the council and audience. He stated he has been with the Sheriff’s Department for almost 21 years and has been a sergeant since 2005. He reported he has also been involved with Search and Rescue and S.W.A.T. 

He reported he has lived in Concrete since 1977. Sergeant Clark reported they moved here when his dad became police chief for the Town of Concrete. He reported he is very integrated into the community. He reported he graduated from Concrete High School, where he was on two state champion football teams and currently has 3 kids in the School District. He also reported he is the president of the youth football and youth baseball programs and has been in those positions since 1996 and 2000.

Sergeant Clark stated he is really looking forward to working in east county. He also stated he is strong in communication and being proactive. He stated this is only his second week, but is well aware of important issues and other incidents that have been discussed within the community in the last few months. He reported on the property damage caused over the weekend at the school baseball fields and within Silo Park by the driver of a black pick-up truck. He reported Deputy Harrison tried to make contact with the individual during the incident but when they fled he was unable to pursue. Sergeant Clark stated it’s against policy to pursue on a property crime. He stated they are working with the school and Loggers Landing to hopefully obtain video footage and get a license plate number for the vehicle. 

He stated once again he is very happy to be here and is looking forward to serving the community. 

Jason Miller stated the crime map on the Sheriff’s website is not accessible with a Mac, but shared information that John Boggs had gathered from that map. Jason reported the incidents reported has dropped from 115 one month to 53 the next since the Sheriff’s deputies began their emphasis patrols. This information received a round of applause from the audience.

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: Cody reported on Task Order Q for the 2012 on-call services. He also reported on progress payment #1 for the June Alley Demolition project. He reported the project is substantially complete. He stated essentially this project is complete besides the erosion control measures and making sure the grass seed “takes.”
He also reported on the temporary protective measures for Burpee Hill Rd. He stated Alan has reviewed the plans, and the town will most likely use the Small Works Roster to solicit bids for the work. He also reported the NPDES permit has been submitted to the Department of Ecology and he is waiting for comments back on that. 

He also reported they are still looking for different funding sources and grants for numerous different projects in town, including the decommissioning of the sewer lagoon. Marla Reed questioned how much this project would cost. Cody reported he believes the estimate was around $80,000 to $120,000 to complete. Jason Miller questioned if the town has or will received any fines for not having this done yet. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve Task Order Q and Pay Request #1. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: December 12, 2011

· Payroll Warrants – December 2011

· Claims Warrants: #26818 to #26845, 12/31/11

· Claims Warrants: #26846 to #26869, 01/09/12

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: West Main Street Parking: Bring information for discussion to the next meeting.  

Crowder – Sewer Lien Agreement: David Day requested authorization for him to sign the stipulation that has been rewritten as to the council recommendations from the last meeting.

Jason Miller made a motion to authorize David Day to sign the stipulation. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 


New Business: Events Application – Eagle Festival: Val Stafford reported the events mainly take place in Rockport with some in Concrete, but they do not need anything from the town. 

It was a consensus of the council that no application is needed for this event and to use the money paid for this application toward the Mardi Gras event application. 

Mayor Wilson reported on a woman he met who was coming from Oregon to see the eagles. 

Airport Lease Re-assignment Request: David Day reported on the format of the proposed assignment. He stated he likes the format and it may be useful in the future. He reported his one concern is with Section 2, where he believes he stated any obligations do not necessarily transfer to the new lease so the hangar construction clause in the current leases may not be considered. 

Discussion ensued regarding which of these lots that do not yet have hangars on them. Jason Miller stated he would like to see the language from the town leases on the construction of hangars included in this assignment. 

David Day stated he will contact the lawyer to inform him the council chose not to approve this assignment as written. He stated he will also look into if the taxes have been paid. David also discussed the process with this type of assignment and the flexibility with the addendum instead of writing a whole new lease. 

Budget Amendment, Fund Transfer- Ordinance #693 and Resolution #2012-01: Andrea Fichter reported on the need for the budget amendment. She stated that sewer rates will have to be raised within the year. She reported on the previous transfers done and the shortfalls in the sewer fund. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve both the Ordinance and Resolution. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: Superior Building: Moved to Planning and Historical Preservation section. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears: Jack Mears requested to add Dave Pfeiffer to the second position on the Airport Committee. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated he has broken ground on his hangar construction for lot #33. 

Discussion ensued regarding a power easement for the construction of the two new hangars by Chris Edwards. Jack Mears gave a brief description of the process and where the power would probably come from and go to. Andrea reported the costs associated with laying the power would be borne by the applicant and signed off on by the town. 

Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported the Parks Committee had met earlier this evening and discussed the bench at Silo Park, the tree removal and trimming at the Garden Club Park, and the sink hole, and will meet with Jeroldine to discuss the possible trail system and campground ideas.    

Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason reported the next meeting will be held on January 11, 2012, at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge at which the 2010 annual report should be complete. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Jeroldine Hallberg: Jeroldine reported on the first Planning Commission meeting of the year, at which they elected new officers. She stated Bruce Newburn is the new Chair, Don Payne is Vice Chair and Jason Driver is secretary. She thanked Mike Bartel and Dave Pfeiffer for attending the last meeting and stated it’s good to have council involvement in the Planning Commission. 

She reported there will be a Historic Preservation Commission meeting tomorrow night, where they will get a summary report from Larry Johnson on the feasibility study on the Superior Building. She reported on the possible use of the building as office space. She also stated she will meet with Mayor Wilson to determine who should be on the committee for discussing the options for the building. 

She also reported on the issuance of a sign permit for the Shields Court apartments. She stated if anyone would like to review how a permit should be filled out this one is available for review and was filled out completely and correctly by the contractor.

She also reported on the progress with the Shorelines Master Program update and the inventory should be complete and available for review. 


Jeroldine also reported on a pre-application meeting that will take place soon with the new owners of Richard Johnson’s old property on west Main Street. She stated there are significant critical areas to address with this property. 


She also reported she is working on a greenhouse gas emissions policy that is being required by some funding agencies now in order to secure grants. 

She also reported on the possible restoration of the little Baker River recreation area and the potential site for the campground. She also discussed the legal issues and that DNR is pursuing ownership. She stated this is a complicated issue with boundary lines and riverbed movement over the years. She also stated there are many interested parties for use of the property. She reported on the meetings she has had with other agencies that would possibly like to partner. Discussion ensued regarding the property, what the town would like to see done there, and what others are interested in using it for. 

Discussion on Jerry Robinson’s land use permit and utility connection ensued. Dave Pfeiffer reported that Mr. Robinson had invited him and Jack Mears to visit his property. Dave questioned if his variance had expired and if there is any liability concerns. He also reported that Mr. Robinson had admitted to illegally connecting water and sewer utilities to his shed. Jeroldine stated the variance is expired and an extension request had been submitted by Jerry Robinson. She reported she had told Mr. Robinson she would recommend a six (6) month extension to the council after speaking with Public Works regarding his project. She reported that Mr. Robinson had then stated he would not like to request the extension at this time due to a possible surgery he may have to have and the costs associated with proceeding with the extension. Jeroldine also reported Mr. Robinson would still need to complete the approach and the retaining wall as outlined in the original variance, as well as pay for or unhook any utilities connected to the shed. 

Jack Mears stated Mr. Robinson claimed that Jeroldine and Alan had both visited his property without permission after work hours in the dark. 

Jeroldine explained the instance in which she visited the property. She stated she had gone for a walk between office hours and a Planning Commission meeting scheduled for that evening. She stated she went by Mr. Robinson’s property hoping to get working contact information for him, not knowing he did not reside on the property. She reported she spoke with the renters, who could not give her correct contact information and was told Mr. Robinson was usually around and she could find him that way. 

Alan Wilkins reported he had visited the property during working hours in a town vehicle with his town attire on. He spoke with the renters, asking them if someone was living in the shed and was told “not yet.” He inspected the shed for water and sewer utility connections. He removed a vent to view these connections under the shed, saw the shed was in fact hooked to water and sewer, and then replaced the vent. He stated he then returned to the town vehicle and left the property. He also stated the town has right of entry according to the town municipal code and he did not need permission from the property owner to enter his property. 

Discussion ensued regarding enforcement and penalty regulations within the town’s code. Jeroldine, Alan, Andrea and David will review these items further and send Mr. Robinson a letter regarding the illegal utility connection and other issues with the variance items that are not complete. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported the November 2011 Treasurer’s report is included in their packets, along with the latest schedule from the contractor working for Puget Sound Energy. She also questioned if there were any council members who would like to review the annual report this year or if they would like her to have Deputy Clerk Corrina Koenig perform the review. It was stated to have Ms. Koenig perform the review. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported an ecology block has been placed at the corner of Superior and Cedar to block it from being used as a driveway by the resident there. He also reported the area around the stock piles has been cleaned up. 

Marla Reed questioned if anyone having parades could use something other than spray paint when painting the numbers for parade line ups. Discussion ensued regarding alternatives to spray paint for marking numbers on the street.     

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson welcomed Dave Pfeiffer to the council. He also reported on interviews he has set up with two different local radio stations. He also reported he is still in contact with a grant writer on possible grant funding for a public safety building. 

Announcements: None. 

Executive Session: None.

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 8:26 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


