Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
December 12, 2011 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Michael Bartel, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Town Planner Jeroldine Hallberg. 

 

Audience Members Signed In: Marlin Becraft, John Boggs, William Sullivan, Jeromy Tirth, Dave Pfeiffer, Minda Brand, Fred West, Allen and Carol Fabrick, Evalyn Goeringer, Carol Pando, Don Payne, Bruce Newburn, Judy Fales, Valerie Stafford, Grace Popoff and Mary Pat Larson.    
Public Participation: Main Street – No Parking Discussion: Mayor opened this portion of the meeting with an explanation as to why this is being discussed. He explained an incident that occurred when a child was almost hit in this area due to the vehicles parked along the sidewalk. Mayor Wilson opened the meeting up for public comment. 

Marlin Becraft – 45202 Main Street: Mr. Becraft stated when he moved into his home in 1988 there was a grass strip between the road and sidewalk that is no longer there. He also reported on an incident that occurred when another vehicle hit a parked vehicle in this area. He stated that the street has been continually narrowed over the years. He stated he believes the street was even further narrowed over this past summer. 

Mayor Wilson and Alan Wilkins both stated the road had not been narrowed or the center line moved in recent history. 

Mr. Becraft continued to state if it’s only one resident complaining then this meeting should not be held. He also stated he believes if the town would fix the center line this would not be an issue. He also reported he cannot park in the alley; he has to have handicap parking available. He also stated he would park in his yard if the town wanted to pay to install parking there. 

Mayor Wilson stated he was not sure as to which resident Mr. Becraft was referring but stated he has received numerous complaints from different residents over the years. 

Alan Wilkins explained the measurements that were taken when the road was striped in 2009 by the County and the center line was marked from those measurements. 

Mr. Becraft questioned what he’s supposed to do and where he can park if the town decides to close this area to on-street parking. 

Jason Miller stated no decisions are being made at this point, the town wanted to get feedback from the residents first. 

Minda Brand – Corner of Main Street and North Park Avenue: Mrs. Brand stated she has a fence that goes around her whole yard, which does not allow her access to the alley for parking. She stated she and her husband try very hard not to park on the sidewalk. She stated they have had their cars keyed several times. She also stated she did not believe the center line had been moved any time recently, but stated maybe if the line is moved more to the north that would allow for room to park on the south side without parking on the sidewalk. 

Alan stated the street is just too narrow to move the center line in either direction. 

Jason Miller stated he would like to get measurements and do further research before any decisions are made. He stated he would like to see the measurements for the actual roadway, planter strip, and right-of-way, so the council can get a better idea of what the options are. He also stated that in his experience, widening a road is not always the best answer, and that statistics show that the wider the road, the faster cars will move on it. He stated widening the road will likely increase speeding issues that already exist.

Discussion ensued regarding issues with parking, on-street parking and traffic lane widths. 

Mr. Becraft also suggested reducing the speed limit in this area. 

Jack Mears stated this was discussed many years ago. He stated this is not a good situation and was not sure on the requirements for lowering speed limits. 

Michael Bartel stated there is definitely an issue there that needs to be discussed further and try to work with the residents in that area. 

Mayor Wilson stated this item will be further researched and no decisions will be made until the town can do some further research and then meet with the residents again at a later date. 

Bruce Newburn-Volunteer Committee: Mr. Newburn reported at the beginning of this month a meeting was held at the Concrete Community Center where the State’s budget cuts were discussed. He stated many of the services provided by Skagit County may be cut due to budget shortages. He also stated this is our community and we should all be concerned. He stated if a group of community members could get together and offer help to those less fortunate, it would be a great service. He stated things like help with shoveling snow, picking up a prescription, doing a little grocery shopping, and other small items. Mr. Newburn commented this community has already proven that when it works together, miracles can happen. He requested moral support from the town on this program. Mr. Newburn stated he can be reached at 360.420.3724 or at 360.826.9101 for further information. 


Jason Miller stated the meeting/presentation that was given was on the governor’s proposed budget, that the Legislature has till Dec. 28, 2011, to adopt or not adopt it, and that there is still a small amount of hope before any budget is adopted. 

Mayor Wilson stated the town can most definitely offer moral support for this program. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported on an incident that occurred a little over a week ago, where gunfire was reported in the Town Center district. He stated he believes the town has got do something about the issues on Main Street and if revoking a business license is what it is determined the town can do, then the town may have to do that. Mayor Wilson turned it over to Sergeant Adams for a further report. 

Sergeant Adams stated he can’t speak too much to the incident because it is still an ongoing investigation. He stated dispatch got the call and it was originally dispatched as a possible fight. He stated a few moments later it was dispatched again as possible weapons involved. He stated the two deputies who were closest to the area were currently and actively in pursuit of burglary suspects in the Lake Tyee area. He also reported a K9 unit was brought in to track the suspect. 


Mayor Wilson requested information on what the Sheriff’s office can do about the incidents with The Hub tavern, the smoking and other nuisances. 

Sergeant Adams stated that unfortunately there is not much they can do to the owner of The Hub, because these incidents are not occurring in the establishment but on public streets and sidewalks. 

Jason Miller stated he would like to request more emphasis patrols and actual citations issued to persons violating any state, county or local laws. 

Sergeant Adams stated citations are already being written. He stated the problem is the deputies cannot be there at all times and people see them coming and extinguish their cigarettes. 

Jason reported on a time when Val and Fred were actually concerned to leave the theatre one evening because of the drunks on the sidewalk and street yelling obscenities and threats at them. 

Sergeant Adams stated they need to call 911 and report it. 

Audience member Val Stafford stated it’s hard to know when to call. She requested how small of an issue should she not call or call. She also stated it puts her and Fred at risk and makes her nervous to be the one calling 911 all the time. 

Sergeant Adams stated no matter how small or trivial she may find the incident, she should call and report it. He stated they had increased their patrols on Main Street, but lately they have had numerous burglaries and had to increase emphasis patrols in the Cape Horn community. 

Audience member John Boggs stated he has not witnessed any emphasis patrol and maybe if the citizens actually witnessed these emphasis patrols, the results would be different. 

Audience member Judy Fales asked if there was any way to have an empty patrol car stationed in a certain area to give the appearance of deputy presence. 

Discussion ensued regarding the drunk and disorderly issues, smoking, public urination and defecation, and other issues that are occurring on Main Street. 

Sergeant Adams stated he can schedule one deputy to patrol just Main Street from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m., using a zero tolerance effort and just start citing anyone they see violating state law. Deputy Harrison warned the council and audience that things will most likely get worse before they get better. He stated there will be some upset citizens and business owners, and there will probably be some fallback on the community, such as vandalism. 

Further discussion ensued between the deputies, council, mayor and audience members. 

Jason Miller stated he would like to research the possibility of hiring a public safety officer that could be on call and could forward all the information gathered to the Sheriff’s office. 

Audience member Val Stafford stated it’s not just about the theatre, but about all of Main Street and all the other businesses in town. 

Sergeant Adams stated the Sheriff’s office can get information to the town with the number of incidents or calls that are made to each establishment. 

Audience member John Boggs asked if there was any further progress made on tightening business license requirements. 


David Day discussed different court cases and things the town may be able to do or not do when it comes to business license requirements and revoking licenses. 

Sergeant Adams stated The Hub is not any worse or any better than most taverns or bars in the county. 

Further discussion ensued regarding what the town can do and what the deputies can do. Mayor Wilson stated it’s not just The Hub; it’s the Eagles, the Hi. Lo., and other businesses in town. He stated this matter will be looked into further. He suggested the town should let the deputies do their emphasis patrols and the town will look into what it can do. He also stated the town could also possibly remove the benches and ashtrays to try and deter behavior. It was the consensus of the council to send a letter to all the business owners on Main Street, letting them know of the upcoming emphasis patrols and the removal of the ashtrays.

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: Cody reported on the NPDES permit application process; they are working with Alan on this. He also reported on the progress of the June Alley demolition project. Cody reported he anticipates they will have the area seeded Thursday or Friday and should be completed soon after that. He also reported on the Burpee Hill Road temporary measures. He reported upon approval from FEMA they will proceed with this work. He also stated the town can use its small works roster for choosing a consultant. Cody also reported on a possible grant opportunity from CDBG for the waterline replacement. He also stated they are still trying to locate funding for the lagoon decommissioning. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve Task Order P. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: November 28, 2011

· Town Council Minutes: Amended October 11, 2011

· Payroll Warrants

· Claims Warrants: #26774-#26817

Paul Rider made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: -Hub Tavern: Nothing further. 

Community Stew Agreement: Andrea stated this agreement had been sent to David Day and to Rick Archuletta for review and both had agreed the agreement was fine as written. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the agreement. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Summit Supply Bench Quote: Jason distributed pictures of the benches he received quotes on. Alan stated the sinkhole repair has used a lot of the Parks Fund’s remaining 2011 budget. Jason stated he would like to recommend the bench most comparable in length to the one that was removed from Silo Park. 

It was the consensus of the council to purchase the 15-foot bench in January or February 2012. 

WSDOT – SR 20 Closure Signs: Discussion ensued regarding the prices of the two signs and which one is being paid for by the State and which would be paid for by the town. Jason described the way the hinged portion of the sign would work. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the payment as long as there is no annual fee as well. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Crowder – Sewer Lien Agreement: David reported on the proposal and check received by his office from the Crowder’s. Andrea explained her recommendations to get this account paid off. She reviewed the proposed amount from the Crowder’s and explained to council the proposed amount would only cover the current balance and would not pay for any future bill amounts. She explained her recommendation and stated the $215.00 a month she is proposing would have the current balance plus future billings on this account at zero by December 31, 2012. 

It was the consensus of the council to approve the amount recommended by the Clerk Treasurer. 

New Business: Agreement – Fairhaven Legal, P.S.: Andrea reported on the changes made to the agreement, which were basically the increase in the paralegal fees and effective dates. 

Paul Rider made a motion to approve the agreement. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Agreement – Dave’s Towing: Andrea stated no changes except for the effective dates were made to this agreement. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the agreement. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion Items: Superior Building: Jeroldine reported on the Geo Test work done at the Superior Building. She reported they used ground penetrating radar to scan the building and Larry Johnson went to the museum and did some research on the building and property as well. She also stated that Larry Johnson is also looking for the original blueprints for the building. She reported that he should be ready to give a progress report to the Historical Preservation Commission at their meeting in January.

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears: Jack Mears reported it’s pretty quiet at the airport right now, except for the herd of elk that is frequenting the area since the river rose. 

Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported on the short meeting they had this evening, where they discussed the bench for Silo Park, and finishing the tree removal and trimming at Garden Club Park.   

Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason reported the December meeting has been canceled and the next meeting will be held on January 11, 2012 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Jeroldine Hallberg: Jeroldine reported on three (3) openings on the Planning Commission and applications are available on the town’s website and at town hall. She also reported there will be a Historical Preservation meeting tomorrow night.  

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported on the update from the prosecuting attorney’s office on the arraignment scheduled for Friday December 16, 2011 with regard to former Deputy Clerk. She also gave a brief update and explanation of the refund coming from the Department of Revenue for overpayment on the town’s excise tax return payments. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan gave an update on the progress of the sinkhole repair at Silo Park. He also explained how the sinkhole was dug out and what was used to fill the hole. He also reported they will be hydro seeding the area of the sinkhole once the work is completed and the ground has settled. He also reported on the slab they are going to install for the Veterans Memorial marker. Marla Reed questioned a section on the corner of South Superior and Cedar Street that is being used as a driveway by the resident on that corner. Alan reported they will install a large rock or ecology block there to stop them from driving there.    

Mayor’s Report: Mayor questioned if there was a need to have the last meeting in December.

Paul Rider made a motion to cancel the December 27, 2011 council meeting due to the holidays. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 


Mayor Wilson thanked Paul for his service on the council and he will be hard to replace. Mayor Wilson also reported the staff party had gone well and there was a good turnout. He also reported they had gotten the Christmas tree for town and there are more than 2,000 lights on it.  

Announcements: None. 

Executive Session: None.

 
Adjournment: Paul Rider made a motion for adjournment at 8:47 p.m. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


