Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
November 14, 2011 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Town Planner Jeroldine Hallberg. 

 

Audience Members Signed In: Valerie Stafford, John Boggs, Greg Reed, Will Sullivan, Jeromy Tinth, Mike Bartel, Dave Pfeiffer, Evalyn Goeringer, Carol Pando, Gladys Silrus, Anne Bussiere, Robert DiLeo Sr., Grace Popoff, Michael and Melissa Swanberg, and Don Payne.   
Public Participation: Preserving United General Hospital-Greg Reed, Superintendent/CEO: Greg provided a handout and discussed the budget cut proposals at the hospital. He discussed the services being put in jeopardy. He stated he is requesting a resolution with a cover letter from the Mayor to go to the State legislature in support of United General Hospital. Greg also reported on the amount of uncompensated care that is given. He also discussed the Critical Access hospitals. Jason questioned what the uncompensated care amount is. Greg stated the amount of uncompensated care is around $5,000,000 a year. Jason Miller questioned if there was template available for the cover letter. Val Stafford reported there is a template available on the hospital’s Web site. Greg also reviewed a spreadsheet that shows the payment reduction percentages for all the Critical Access Hospitals in the surrounding areas. 

Audience member John Boggs questioned how the uncompensated care would affect low-income persons in 2012. 

Greg stated this would not be a good thing for low-income persons and families. He also stated that cutting payroll for hospital employees was not the answer. He stated that if they reduce the payroll for the hospital employees this would send a downward trickle throughout the county. 

Paul Rider questioned if other communities had done similar resolutions of support. 

Greg stated the cities of Burlington and Sedro-Woolley had each passed similar resolutions. 


Paul Rider made a motion to approve Resolution #2011-14. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Douglas Risendorf – Clothes Dispensary: Absent

Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported on almost hitting a child on Main Street between North Park and North Superior. He stated the number of vehicles parked on the street and on the sidewalk is dangerous for pedestrians. He suggested putting “No Parking” signs on the south side of Main Street between North Park Ave. and North Superior Ave. Discussion ensued regarding the amount of parking available in the alley or on the north side of Main Street. Jason Miller requested the alley parking availability be looked into before making this change. 

Marla Reed questioned the parking on South Dillard as well. She also questioned the amount of junk vehicles in this area. Alan Wilkins reported that he and Rich will look at the vehicle situation on South Dillard. 

Mayor Wilson also received a suggestion from Deputy Marlow regarding moving the cleat on the new flag pole higher to keep it out of the reach of children. 

Jason Miller would like to re-request emphasis on the no-smoking issues in the downtown business area or see if this is still something the sheriff’s deputies are currently enforcing. Mayor Wilson stated he had spoken to Sergeant Adams regarding this issue a few months back and that citations were being given out to those who had already received warnings. Mayor Wilson will request a report from the Sheriff on the numbers of citations given for this item. 

Audience member William Sullivan requested an update on the speeding issues on Cedar Street and wanted to know if this is still something that is being worked on. He stated his frustration with the issue in this area and his concern for the safety of the children. Jason and Marla both stated that all incidents should be reported to the Sheriff’s office. Jason stated this will create a record of the occurrences. Mayor Wilson reported the town has been looking into different options, such as speed bumps or rumble strips. 

Discussion ensued regarding the speeding issues on Cedar Street. It was stated to speak with Reichhardt and Ebe Engineering to ensure they are still working on this item. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Mayor Wilson reviewed the low bidder for the June Alley Demo. He stated that Interwest Construction is the apparent low bidder. 

Jason Miller made a motion of intent to award dependent on FEMA approval to Interwest Construction. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: October 24, 2011

· Town Council Workshop Minutes: October 24, 2011

· Town Council Special Meeting Minutes: November 7, 2011

· Claims Warrants: #26715-to #26749

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: 2012 Property Tax, Resolution #2011-13:  Andrea Fichter explained the requested 1% increase. She also stated that homeowners most likely will not see an increase in their properly taxes due to the decrease in property assessments. 

Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing for public comment at 7:26 p.m.

With no comments from the public, the Mayor closed the public hearing at 7:27 p.m.

Jack Mears made a motion to approve Resolution #2011-13.  Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

2012 Budget, 1st Hearing: With no questions or comments from Council, Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing up for public comment at 7:28 p.m.

With no comments from the public, Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing at 7:28 p.m.
Old Business: Crowder-Sewer Lien: David Day reported he spoke with Pat Hayden, who does not legally represent the Crowders, but has agreed to assist them through Community Action’s free legal clinics. David reported that Pat is meeting with the Crowders this Friday and will hopefully have a proposal to the town by the next meeting. David stated the Crowders had been denied the loan they had applied for to pay off the utility balance. He also reported they will most likely make a proposal to make a large payment and then begin making monthly payments as well. It was the consensus of the council to not foreclose on this property and give the Crowders a little more time to make a proposal to the town. 

Town Council Vacancy: Andrea reported she had included each applicant’s original application and the questions and answers from the last council meeting in council members’ packets. 

Jack Mears stated he has known Bob for a few years now and would like to commend both men for applying. Jack stated that Bob has applied a few times now for open council positions and that Mike and his wife are business owners on Main Street. He stated he believes both are good applicants and he is equally torn on who to appoint. He also commented on the time that Bob and his wife and family have volunteered throughout the town. He stated this is a tough decision. 

Paul Rider stated that although four (4) months is not a long time to have lived in town, Mike Bartel has a great resume. He also commented on the amount of time Bob has put into his community. 

Marla Reed stated that she couldn’t really add more to what Jack and Paul had already stated. 

Jason Miller stated this is the most uncomfortable he has ever felt while being on the council. He stated on one hand he has a neighbor and friend and on the other an equally qualified applicant. Jason stated that he is leaning toward the choice of Mike Bartel for the reason that having a representative for the downtown businesses on the council appeals to him, as the town seeks to revitalize its Town Center core. 

Jack Mears requested a vote. 

Mayor Wilson requested a chance to share his opinion. Mayor Wilson voiced his concerns with both applicants. He stated if it was up to him he would not vote for either of the applicants due to the length of time the one has lived in town and the fact the other had quit the planning commission. Paul Rider stated he agrees with the Mayor. 

Jason Miller made a motion to appoint Mike Bartel to the vacant position. Marla Reed seconded the motion. 

Mayor Wilson called for a vote. 

Jack Mears, Marla Reed and Jason Miller voted yes to the appointment of Mike Bartel with an opposed vote from Paul Rider. Mayor Wilson welcomed Mike Bartel to the council with a 3 to 1 vote. 

Bob DiLeo stood up and immediately left the meeting. Paul Rider stated the way he (Bob DiLeo) just left the meeting is exactly why he did not receive any votes. 

New Business: Events Application – Santa Christmas Parade, Friends Helping Friends: The question was asked if the parade would be the same as previous years. Gladys stated it would be the same as previous years.  

Paul Rider made a motion to approve the application. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Airport Lot Transfer Request, Skagit Aero Museum Lot #28: Paul Rider made a motion to approve the transfer. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Vulgar Sign at The Hub: Mayor Wilson began by stating that although this type of language is not how we want the town portrayed, he doesn’t believe the town should be the one to dictate what can and cannot be put on this sign. He stated he believes the concerns should have first been expressed by the Chamber to the owner of The Hub. 

Audience member Val Stafford stated the last time she tried to talk to the owner of the Hub he not so politely showed her to the door and asked her not to ever come back into his establishment. 

Jason Miller read from the section in the town code on signs. He stated the code and/or ordinances do not speak directly to vulgar language not being permitted. He also stated that not only was there vulgar drink language written on the sign, but more slang was written over this past week. Jason Miller stated that he is angry and disappointed and would not like to see this type of behavior continue. 

Jack Mears stated the town can change ordinances and they also have control over the issuance of businesses licenses. 

Paul Rider questioned if this is something the town can even enforce without infringing on someone’s First Amendment rights. 

David Day explained the possible issues. He stated the town may be able to write language into their codes but would have to be very careful not to infringe on First Amendment rights. He also stated the town would have to look into its enforcement procedures. David stated he would have to do further research. He also stated the town cannot just attempt to control free will without looking into the possible ramifications regarding free speech. 

Mayor Wilson stated the town would like to help if needed. 

Audience members Melissa and Mike Swanberg reported on their first day in town being the day this sign was up. She stated they are moving into the old Lupitas building to open a family restaurant and the first thing they saw was this sign. She stated that her sixteen- (16) and eleven- (11) year-old boys also saw the sign and she had to try to explain the language to her youngest son. She stated she believes this is very inappropriate for any business. 

Audience member Anne Bussiere stated the Liquor Control Board has very strict rules and regulations and they might be a good contact to report this behavior to. 

Audience member John Boggs stated that at the few council meetings he has been to, The Hub seems to be a continuous issue. He stated maybe the town’s businesses license requirements need to be reviewed or updated and the issuance of such businesses licenses should be stricter. 

Jason Miller stated he realizes this is a sticky situation and he stated he also understands the issues with the legalities. 

Audience member John Boggs stated maybe there should be something in the business license requirements that speaks to the number of visits by the Sheriff’s Department and after so many visits, the business license could be revoked or not renewed. 

Audience member Val Stafford questioned how the town could help. Mayor Wilson responded by saying in a way that is within reason and within the law. Val reported on the many problems she has had with the owner and patrons of The Hub. She stated she has had to ask the people out front to keep it down and watch their language while they are out there smoking while families are trying to come into the theater. 

Audience member John Boggs stated maybe the town could call the Liquor Control Board and make a complaint. He stated this may have more teeth coming from the town than from individuals. 

Jack Mears stated there is no reason that Val and Fred should have to put up with the behavior at The Hub. Jack expressed his concern for Val having to deal with these issues. 

Jason Miller stated the town had requested previously the Sheriff’s deputies do an emphasis on the no-smoking laws and that was done, but he is wondering if this is still being enforced. 

David stated that he will examine the business license issue and will also look into the nuisance laws and Liquor Control Board rules and regulations. 

Jack Mears discussed nuisance issues that occurred at the theater a few years ago with the previous owners and the problems that the owner of the Baker River Trading Post had back then. 

Jason Miller commended the Chamber and Anne Bussiere for the letter to Eldon Massingale expressing their concerns, saying it was very well written. 

Audience member Dave Pfeiffer reported that in Lynden they have an ordinance that does not allow alcohol to be sold on Sundays. He stated that maybe if this is looked into for Concrete and discussed—not actually passed, but discussed at length—it would get the attention of those whose behavior and or attitudes need changing. 

Jason Miller stated he doesn’t have an issue with alcohol; he has an issue with behavior. 

Mayor Wilson stated that more research will be completed on this item and he will contact the Chamber with the results.
Discussion Items: Superior Building: Nothing to report.   

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears: Jack Mears reported the Veterans Stand-down had gone very well and was a great success and they had good weather, lots of people and a good turnout. 


Audience member John Boggs thanked the Town for allowing them to use the Pilots’ Lounge for the event. 

Jack also reported the guys are still continuing to work on the new hangars. 

Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported the committee (he and Alan) had met this evening. He reported they need more members on the Parks Committee. He also reported on the shrubs that were transplanted from the FEMA homes to Garden Club Park. He also reported on the discussion that he and Alan had regarding the purchase of a new bench for Silo Park. He stated the bench is made of aluminum and is about 15ft in length. He reported they had also discussed benches for placement at the Veterans Memorial, but they will wait on these until a more definite plan is made for the Veterans Memorial area. He also reported on the tree removal and trimming at the Garden Club Park. He also reported on the future replacement of the sign and the addition of a new cedar fence here as well. He stated there are also cement pads for picnic tables that can be utilized. He stated this park has all its own bones and just needs to be redone. He reported on his intent to find grant funding to pay for terracing the steep eastern slope at the Garden Club Park as well. 

Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason reported the next meeting will be held on December 14, at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. He also reported on a theft of carrots and a pumpkin from the food bank beds at the Community Garden. He stated he believes this was done not by kids; they were very selective in their harvest, so it looks to him as adults did this. He also reported he is placing surveillance at the garden. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Jeroldine Hallberg: Jeroldine reported Graham and Bunting attended the last Planning Commission meeting, where they gave a great presentation and update for the Planning Commission members on the Shorelines Master Program. She also reported on the recommendation of the Larry Johnson Partnership for the feasibility study for the Superior Building as their first choice and then a firm called BLRB as their second. She stated the selection of the Larry Johnson Partnership is contingent on him updating his scope of work. She also reported on the resignation of Judie Legg from the Planning Commission. She also reported on two openings on the Historical Preservation Commission. 

Jeroldine also suggested the Dispute Resolution Center may be a good avenue to check into for dispute resolutions between business owners. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported the October Treasurer’s Report is included in their packets along with the contractor schedule for the Puget Sound Energy project, an update on the Richard Johnson sewer lien foreclosure, and the Frontier Building Supply public records request. 

David Day gave an update on the Richard Johnson sewer lien foreclosure. He stated that usually priority is given to the utilities above the mortgage. He reported that since the bankruptcy has been settled, this item goes back into Superior Court, where the judgment is already in place. He reported if the foreclosure continues, the building may have a new owner the town could work with to resolve the sewer bill. 

David also reported on the Frontier Building Supply public records request. He stated this request is over a dispute for a $25.00 business license fee. He stated the town has already expended hours and dollars on this issue. He believes this dispute is taking up way too much of the town’s resources and he is ready and willing to move forward with other resolutions to this issue.

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported the public works department is currently working to ensure all snow equipment is ready for the reported upcoming snow event. He also reported on a contractor who is working for Reichhardt & Ebe to assist them with preparing the NPDNS permit for the wastewater treatment plant. He reported the town may receive a violation letter regarding this permit not being place. He stated the town will have to respond with where they are in the process and an explanation for the delay. Alan explained this permit dictates certain things that have to be completed and when they have to be completed by. 

He also reported on the decommissioning of the lagoon and the need to request an extension. He also reported on ecology’s requirements for decommissioning the lagoon.  

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson congratulated Mike Bartel on his appointment to the Town Council and to Dave Pfeiffer on his election to the Town Council. Mayor Wilson also reported the staff will hold their holiday party on December 17, at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. 

Mayor Wilson apologized to Val Stafford for not knowing she had tried to speak with Eldon Massingale on a prior occasion. He stated he may have reacted differently about the Chamber coming to the town with this if he had known that she had already tried once to speak to Eldon.

Announcements: Jason Miller reported the Veterans Memorial Dedication had gone very well and congratulated Paul on the work he done and how well the event went. 

He also reviewed the letter that went out requesting donations for the Community Garden. 

Jason also reported on a picture he had taken of the Erikson Place house before it was burned and the possible gang symbols that were on it. 

He also requested to see the notes and PowerPoints from the classes that Andrea, Alan and Judd took at the IACC conference. 

He also asked how the Water Comp Plan meeting turned out. Alan reported the meeting was geared more for cities and towns who had not actually started their update yet. 

Executive Session: None.

 
Adjournment: Paul Rider made a motion for adjournment at 8:41 p.m. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


