Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
AMENDED (12/12/2011)

October 11, 2011 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Town Planner Jeroldine Hallberg. 

 

Audience Members Signed In: Cody Hart, Dave Pfeiffer and Don Payne. 
Public Participation: Michael Friedel and Tina-Rae Martin at 45362 Limestone Street, Water Service Dispute: Michael and Tina reported on the shut off of the water utility after they moved into this rental house. They reported they have not had water since June and have been packing water for flushing and washing dishes. They explained the circumstances and requested the water be turned back on if they set up payment arrangements or pay a deposit. Discussion ensued regarding why the water was shut off and when it was shut off. Michael and Tina stated that they have tried working with the landlord to get this paid, but have been unsuccessful and they do not want to cause issues with the landlord due to the low cost of the rent. 

Marla Reed suggested they pay the amount owed from June until now, and then the town will turn the water back on and have them keep paying the current monthly bills. 

 
Further discussion ensued on the amount owing, the lien that is in place, the owner’s ultimate responsibility and the amount to charge the current renters. 

Jack Mears made a motion to leave the current amount owing as the owner’s responsibility, turn the water back on as long as the current renters stay current with the monthly bills from here on. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Alan Wilkins will turn the water back on tonight after the meeting and the water will be prorated for October with the bill due on November 15. It was reiterated to the renters that even if they do not receive the bill, the bill still needs to be paid. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Jason Miller questioned if there was anything new on the discussion that was held at the last meeting regarding particular houses that are claimed to have drug traffic. Mayor Wilson reported this matter is ongoing. It was also stated all the lights on Cedar Street have been installed except for the one at the intersection of Cedar Street and Concrete Sauk Valley Road. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart stated he will be the primary contact out of the Sedro-Woolley office for the town now.  He reported on the amendment for Task Order M and stated he would do his best to answer any questions on this item. 

Cody gave a brief update on the demolition project that is scheduled to be complete this year. He stated he has spoken to Rich Philips regarding the burn schedule. He stated contractors will be asked to submit bids after the actual burns are complete. He also stated the TIB application awards are scheduled to be determined the beginning of November for the Superior Sidewalk and Main Street sidewalk projects. He also reported on the finalization of the previous Main Street project. 

Discussion ensued on the amendment to Task Order M. Andrea explained the reimbursable amounts on FEMA-related projects. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the amendment to Task Order M. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: September 26, 2011

· Town Council Workshop Minutes, 2012 Rates and Fees: September 26, 2011

· Claims Warrants: #26660 to #26696

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None. 

Old Business: Jack Mears stated he spoke with Chuck Posey from Frontier Building Supply regarding the business license issue. Discussion ensued regarding business license requirements and other cities and towns’ regulations. Jack questioned if other businesses not located in town are required to purchase a license. Andrea stated yes, Walton Beverage, Food Services of America, Schwann’s, all have businesses licenses.  Jack stated he believes a business that does not have a physical location should not be required to purchase a license. Andrea Fichter explained the business license requirements and what is stated in the town’s municipal code. She also explained the change in the Streamlined Sales Tax laws. 

It was stated the letter that David Days office wrote to Frontier Building Supply was strong and properly written. 

New Business: Veterans Memorial Park Marker/Dedication: Paul discussed the monument and the proposed verbiage. He also reported the dedication date will be on November 11, Veterans Day. Paul stated he tried to research local vendors for a granite marker, and found one online for $545 with free shipping. Jason stated he knows a local vendor for the marker. Paul also stated he would like to apply again for the Veterans grant and begin work on planting trees or shrubs or possibly adding veteran name markers. 

It was the consensus of the council to proceed with the purchase of the marker as long it is comparable in price to the one proposed. 

WSDOT Motorist Information Sign Proposal: Andrea stated that Corrina Koenig has completed extensive research on this item. She stated this would be a great way to begin getting motorist off the highway and onto Main Street. She also stated once off the highway, they will see all that is available on Main Street. Discussion ensued regarding the sign requirements and the Scenic Highway signage laws. It was also suggested to contact the City of Sedro-Woolley regarding their way finding signs’ design and sizes. 

It was the consensus of the council to pursue discussions with the Hi Lo Country Bar & Grill and the Hotel regarding their interest in purchasing one of the Motorist Information signs through WSDOT with monetary assistance from the town and the chamber. 
Discussion Items: Superior Building: Jeroldine stated she has five confirmed firms for the Superior Building walk-through for the feasibility study bids. She stated she is very pleased with the response. She also reported there should be a group of around ten to fifteen for the walk-through this Thursday. She stated they will meet at Town Hall at 1 p.m. and then go to the Superior Building for the tour. 

Town Council Vacancy:  Andrea reported that one application has been turned in and another had been picked up by Michael Bartel.
Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears: Jack reported on the meeting that was held to discuss next year’s fly-in. He reported he gave Jim Jenkins the paperwork for getting a quote on events insurance for the fly-in. Jack stated at the meeting it was discussed to have the town continue to charge the tenants more for insurance and use the difference to pay the insurance for the fly-in. Andrea stated that may require a re-write of the insurance portion of the airport leases. David Day stated this may be perceived as using public funds to fund a private event, which is not allowed. Andrea suggested the fly-in committee contact the leaseholders and begin discussions with them regarding having them pay a portion of the event insurance. She also stated they first need to get the quote to determine the actual cost of the insurance.  

Jack also stated he believes the new hangars are ready for inspection by the building inspector. 

Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported he is working with Alan on the transplant of bushes from the FEMA homes to the Garden Club Park. He also reported that he and Alan will be looking into bench options for the replacement of the bench at Silo Park and getting ones installed at Veterans Memorial Park. Jason also described items at the Garden Club Park that are being discussed or worked on; tree removal and pruning, a new sign, and a new split cedar fence. Jason also questioned a pile of debris and if it was on town property. Mayor Wilson reported the debris is located on Cal Portland property. It was also stated the Boy Scouts may be willing to participate in clean-up of the park. Jason also questioned the chunk of concrete near the debris pile. Alan reported the concrete chunk is left over from the bridge renovations and may be usable for mounting a plaque and using it as a historical marker. 

Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason reported the next meeting will be November 9, 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. He reported on the dirt that was donated by 3DH Aggregates to fill empty beds in the community garden. He also reported on the issues with the First Bloom bed in the garden. He stated he tried to contact Manda Davis to discuss the issue and was informed by Andrew Pringle with the National Park Service that the funding has been significantly reduced for this program and they will be unable to continue to maintain the bed. Discussion ensued regarding the Children’s Garden area of the community garden. He also reported he is looking for free pallets to be used to make compost bins for the community garden. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission: Jeroldine Hallberg: Jeroldine reported the Planning Commission had met last week where they introduced Michael Bartel and Ashlee Evans to the commission. She stated Ashlee had agreed to review the Student Representative Position requirements to update for next term. Jeroldine also reported that Graham and Bunting, Shoreline Master Program Update coordinators, will attend the next Planning Commission meeting to give an update on their progress.   

Historical Preservation: Jeroldine Hallberg: Nothing further to report. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Nothing further to report. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported on a malfunction at 5 p.m. yesterday. He did not receive an alarm until 10 p.m. and was not able to get prime back until 2 a.m. today. Alan explained the issue and what it took to repair. He also reported on an issue with one of the new samplers. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson expressed his concern regarding Community Stew setting up meetings that he expects town officials to attend. Mayor Wilson stated the first meeting was set up on Friday morning at 8 a.m. knowing that he and at least two other Council members would not be able to attend. Mayor Wilson stated at this point Community Stew is not working for the town and he believes the actions of Community Stew are causing animosity between the town, the business owners and the Chamber. He further stated to have the town perceived as not being involved or not wanting to be involved is not good. He also stated he believes that Community Stew should look for funding before proceeding as if already working for the town. 

Jason Miller stated right now Community Stew is trying to develop a plan of attack. He stated Community Stew has a few people who have agreed to participate in advisory-type committees. Jason gave a description of Community Stew’s presentation with an example of a town in Oregon. He also stated the town told Community Stew to seek its own funding and at this point he is not doing anything illegal and is completely in his right to hold or put together as many meetings as he sees necessary. 

Jeroldine stated that having a list available of the things the town has done to try and promote downtown may be helpful, such as the Main Street Improvement project, the Town Center sign, and other signage. She stated the money that has already been spent by the town trying to help the downtown businesses should be known. 

Marla Reed stated if Community Stew would like town officials to be involved  and be able to attend meetings, a meeting needs to take place during a time they can attend or he needs to come to a council meeting and give his presentation. 

Audience member Michael Bartel stated he was in attendance at the first meeting and only one person made a brief comment about not having any town officials present. 

Announcements: None

Executive Session: None.

 
Adjournment: Paul Rider made a motion for adjournment at 8:38 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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