Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
September 12, 2011 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Town Planners Rick Cisar and Jeroldine Hallberg. 

 

Audience Members Signed In: Dave Pfeiffer, George Theodoratus, Dani Magee, Ashlee Evans and Don Payne. 
Public Participation: None. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson stated that Sergeant Adams had brought in copies of the current monthly call log from the Sheriff’s Department. Jason Miller reported that often the suspicious activity calls turn out to be nothing, so he doesn’t mind seeing a higher number in this column.

David reported on the conversation with Janice Howard, who referred him to an attorney with AWC who deals with land use issues regarding the issue with Jack Clifton. David reported that he needs to get all the correspondence between the town and Jack Clifton, along with all the town codes, and send them to her for review. David stated that Ted Clifton had stated the material was not debris, but a commodity. David stated that this type of storage and/or selling of material is not allowed in the Town Center zone. He reported that once the town gets all the information to the pre-litigation attorney for review and determines the actual enforcement provisions, they can then proceed with litigation or fines.  

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Jim asked if there were any questions or comments from the packet of information that he’d left at the last meeting regarding speed bumps for Cedar Street. Marla Reed inquired about rumble strips instead. She stated that these would be less damaging to cars and busses. Jim updated on the rumble strips and stated there may be less liability with the rumble strips, but more noise. 

Jim updated on the June Alley demo. He stated that the lead test results should be back this week and then the town will be able to proceed with the actual demolition and/or training burns. He stated that the final spec packages should go out by the end of this week. He reported there has been no change in status for the Burpee Hill road project; he is still waiting to hear back from the environmental reviewers with FEMA. He also stated that he has not received any feedback from the agency regarding preventive measures to ensure that no further damage is done to these areas if the town is unable to get it repaired before another winter. 

Jim also gave an update on the water comprehensive plan update. He stated the draft was originally supposed to be done by June, but now they are looking at November for the first draft to be completed. He stated with all the work requested by Department of Ecology and Department of Health, the update is turning into more of a rewrite. He stated that no further charges to the town will be made on this particular project. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: August 22 2011

· Becky McCray Presentation Minutes: August 30, 2011

· Payroll Warrants: August 2011

· Claims Warrants: #26608-#26643

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None. 

Old Business: Planning Commission Application – Student Rep, Ashlee Evans: Rick Cisar referred to the staff report included in their packets with a recommendation to appoint Ashlee to the student representative position on the Planning Commission. Ashlee was called to the podium. Jason Miller asked what grade she was in. Ashlee stated that she is a junior. Mayor Wilson asked how dedicated to this she was. Ashlee stated that she is very dedicated and will attend all the meetings. Jason Miller asked what appealed to her about this position. Ashlee stated that she likes to be involved and this position will look good on college applications. Ashlee was also asked if she had any conflicts with meeting dates or times. She reported that she is currently doing Running Start at Skagit Valley College and gets out at 1:00 p.m. and is not involved with sports, so there should not be an issue with her being able to attend the meetings. 

With the recommendation of the Council, Mayor Wilson appointed Ashlee Evans to the student representative position on the Planning Commission for the 2011-2012 school year.

Mayor Wilson also introduced Jeroldine Hallberg, who will be taking over the Town Planner position. Jeroldine stated that she was excited to be chosen and has been working with Rick during this transition phase. She stated that she is looking forward to working with everyone. 

Airport Insurance Quotes: Andrea Fichter reported that all the quotes have similar coverage, but the company the town has contracted with in the past had offered to cut the premium in half. 

Jack Mears made a motion to accept the quote from Ace. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

2011 Salary Amendment – Town Planner, Ordinance #689: Andrea Fichter and Mayor Wilson explained the need for the amendment. Mayor Wilson stated that Rick Cisar will stay on very part time to assist Jeroldine during the transition. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve Ordinance #689. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Crowder Lien: David gave an update on the letter received from the Crowders with an offer amount. Discussion ensued regarding the amount of the offer and current balance. It was the consensus of the Council to accept the offer of $4,000.00 contingent on the Crowders paying the September and October utility bill, and that the $4,000.00 is paid by November 15, 2011. 

Outdoor Movie Equipment Prices: Andrea Fichter referred the Council to the equipment prices listed in their packets. Discussion ensued regarding the prices and the costs associated with renting the movies and equipment. 

Jason Miller made a motion to purchase the needed equipment with a not-to-exceed amount of $1,758.90. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

New Business: Events Application – Rotary Club of Redmond Rousers, Coup de Cascades 425: After reviewing the events application it was the consensus of the council that an events application was not needed for this particular event. 
Micro Film Reader: Andrea Fichter updated on the original gift to the town from the Burlington Library. She stated that since the final closure of the town’s library, the reader has been stored in Town Hall. Andrea reported that the Burlington Library does not want the item back, but it would be a good idea to offer it to the Upper Skagit Library. It was the consensus of the council to first offer the item to the museum and if the museum does not want it, then offer it to either the Friends of the Library or the Concrete Heritage Museum. 
Discussion Items: Tourism/Economic Development: Mayor Wilson reported that the Becky McCray presentation was not as well attended as he had hoped. He stated that he was unhappy to see so few downtown business owners not in attendance. Mayor Wilson discussed the presentation and stated that he believes those who did attend got a lot out of it. 

Jason Miller reported that Eric Archuletta held a workshop at the Concrete Theatre at 8:30 a.m. last Friday and that he will contact the town to set up a time to give his presentation before council. Jason reported that the business owners in attendance at this workshop commented on the fact that there was no participation from town staff or elected officials. Andrea Fichter stated that the email she received looked like a notice of the event, not an actual invitation to attend.
Superior Building: Alan Wilkins reported that all the holes on the roof of the Superior Building have been sealed.  

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears: Jack Mears reported that the construction of the two new hangars is progressing well. He also reported there will be a radio-controlled glider fly-in this weekend. He also stated that the blacktop is finished and the rolling gate installed. 


Marla Reed questioned the items piled along hangar 0. Jack Mears stated that most of those items will be moved back into the hangar soon. Jack Mears also commented on the need to contact Dennis Harkless regarding the nuisances on his lot. Discussion ensued on the fly-in for next year and the need for the fly-in to get its own insurance.  

Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported on the work being done on the Lorenzen Creek re-reroute and the town is working on gaining support from the tribes. He also reported on discussions held regarding the property the town is looking to acquire for the possible construction of a camping area. It was suggested to contact Kirk Pearson to discuss this item further. 

Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported the next meeting will take place on September 14, 2011 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. He also reported a work party will take place Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Community Garden to get the fence stained. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick reported on the Planning Commission meeting last week, at which the Mayor was present, and during which Jeroldine Hallberg was introduced to the commission. He also reported they discussed updating the application for the student representative position. Rick also stated Graham and Bunting will set up a time to come to council to update them on the progress of the Shorelines Master Program update. Rick reported on the meeting tomorrow with Pine Valley to discuss their plans for their project and what they would need to re-apply for their project. 

Historical Preservation: Rick Cisar: Rick reported the meeting for tomorrow has been canceled due to not yet receiving the grant contract. He reported on the process for Request for Proposals and the publication requirements. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea Fichter reported on the current audit. She also referred council to the e-mail update from the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office regarding charges being filed on Paula Mann. Andrea also reminded council that prior to the next meeting they will have their first budget workshop of the year at 6 p.m.  

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported that the concrete base for the flag at Veterans Memorial Park has been installed. It was stated the town could hopefully have the actual dedication on Veterans Day. Alan reported on the repairs made to the spring box. He also reported on the repairs made to a section of curb in front of the bank.   

Mayor’s Report: Nothing further to report.  

Announcements: None

Executive Session: None.

 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:17 p.m. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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