Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
August 22, 2011 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Town Planner Rick Cisar. 

 

Audience Members Signed In: Dave Pfeiffer, Evalyn Goeringer, Ted L. Clifton and Jim Hobbs.
Public Participation: None. 
Special Presentations: Association of Washington Cities (AWC) Insurance Overview, Janice Howard: Janice stated that she will give a very brief overview of the town coverage. She stated that questions may be asked at the end or during the presentation. She also stated that she wants to ensure that the town officials and staff are able to understand the basics. Janice continued the overview with a PowerPoint presentation. Janice updated on the scholarships that are offered for different trainings and the onsite trainings that can be held at no charge. She also reported on the land use and pre-litigation hotlines available through AWC. She also discussed special events, liability and airport coverage. 
Public Safety: Jason Miller stated that he had been giving a lot of thought to Jack Clifton’s stockpile and would like to see the town move its stockpile away from the Skate Park and playground. He stated that he feels that the jagged concrete pieces could pose a liability with kids playing on the piles. Mayor Wilson suggested that some of those pieces could be used to fill in large holes at 10 Acres. Alan Wilkins also stated that some of the material could be used to fill in the lagoon. 

Audience member Ted Clifton introduced himself to council as Jack Clifton’s son. He stated that he wanted to clear up any misconceptions regarding the insurance for his dad’s building, which burned down in April 2009. He reported there was no insurance and that his father had over $400,000.00 out-of-pocket expenses restoring the building, and then it cost around $80,000.00 for the demolition and cleanup. He stated that the cleanup and demo were completed as quickly as legally possible. He stated that it took a lot of time to schedule the asbestos abatement. Mr. Clifton also stated that he believes the crushed concrete is valuable and should not be considered construction debris. He stated that right now crushed concrete is one of the most readily usable and valuable recyclable materials. He stated that he believes there is about $13,000.00 worth of material in those piles and that it would not make any sense to truck it to Burlington for a third of what it’s worth. He stated that he believes the premise of the letter is incorrect and the pile is just as safe as the hillside behind it. 

Mike Criner questioned if the town was supposed to sit back and look at until they (Cliftons) can find a buyer. Mr. Clifton responded very sternly with a yes.  Jason Miller stated that he would like to see the section of the code that discusses construction debris and attractive nuisances. Jack Mears stated that Mr. Clifton may consider the pile of crushed concrete as valuable, but that does not change the fact that it is still construction debris and needs to be removed as agreed during the beginning of the demolition project. Alan Wilkins requested information regarding the large rocks that line the north side of McKee Alley and if they were going to be removed. Alan stated that the public works department used to mow this area. Mr. Clifton responded by stating that it is private party and is none of the town’s business as to what it is done with the rocks.  Mayor Wilson ceased further discussion at this point. David Day requested if Ted or his father should be the main contact in the future regarding this issue. Ted requested that both he and his father be notified. 

Alan Wilkins discussed complaints received regarding speeding on Hillside Alley and requested that a 10 M.P.H. be imposed on this road. Consensus of mayor and council to proceed with imposing this speed limit. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Jim handed out material that discusses traffic speed humps and their impacts. He stated the manual for Uniform Traffic Devices does not address them. He reported that using this type of device may cause liability for public roadways.  He stated that he would like mayor and council to review the information and they can discuss this further at the next meeting. David Day questioned the possible use of a traffic circle. Jim explained what a traffic circle is and the curb section that surrounds these. He also reported these are something that is utilized at intersections but do not do a lot for speed control. Paul Rider questioned the possible use of rumble strips. Jim stated that he would look into this alternative as well. 

Jim reported that two Transportation Improvement Board grant applications are being finalized and they will hopefully have them to the town by the end of the week. He stated that the first project is to finish out the Main Street project from Cupples Alley west to Superior Avenue. The second project is the sidewalk extension under the High School to the top of the hill. He reported that the applications are due by August 31. He also reported the town needs to close out the Main Street Sidewalk project soon. He stated that the new applications will score better if there isn’t a lingering project. Jim outlined the items that still need to be completed. Andrea Fichter suggested ordering the materials and then use an estimate for the labor that could then be turned into the grant for reimbursement and get it closed out. 

Jim also gave an update on the Burpee Hill project. He reported that FEMA is still working on the environmental review. Jim stated that he stressed the importance of getting the project completed before winter to prevent any further damage. He reported on the one section that if further damage occurs the current plan to fix it would not work. Jim reported that if they had to move to the second option for repair, it would be a greater impact on the residents, with a high amount of excavating and higher costs. 

Jim also reported on the Hazard Mitigation Grant and the demolition of the homes in the landslide area. He reported the environmental review and permitting is taking some time and they may have to push out the bid opening date to the middle of September, which should still work with the timeframe for project end date. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: August 8 2011

· Claims Warrants: #26588-#26607

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: Town of Concrete 6-year Transportation Improvement Program: Andrea Fichter stated this is basically a plan for future projects. She reported this needs to be in place to be eligible for federal funding. She also stated that if funding is received, an amendment would most likely have to be completed to amend the dollar figures. 

Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing for public comment at 8:11 p.m.

No comments from the public. 

Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing for public comment at 8:12 p.m.

Paul Rider made a motion to approve Resolution #2011-11. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Old Business: None.


New Business: Asbestos Abatement, FEMA Homes – IMAC General Construction: Andrea Fichter reported that this dollar figure will be reimbursed at 87.5% through the FEMA grant. David Day stated this proposal, if signed, allows them to proceed with the work. He stated there needs to be a contract or the town needs to be named as an insured before proceeding with this proposal.  

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the proposal with the stipulations that David stated. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Airport Insurance Renewal: It was the consensus of the Mayor and Council to table this item until airport insurance through AWC could be researched.  

Town Park Name Suggestions, Paul Rider: Paul reported to the Council on the name suggestions for Town Park. He stated that he believes naming the park after Doug Vose would again commemorate his sacrifice. Paul stated he believes the town should honor and recognize its heroes. He also stated this would be a small token to honor him and his family for the sacrifice he made. 


Alan stated that he had been asked, when the town renamed E Avenue to Doug Vose III Way, what about other local family members that have lost their lives fighting for our country. 

Jason Miller stated that he completely agrees with Paul regarding Doug Vose’s memory and the sacrifice he made, but also agrees the park should not just be named after one soldier. Further discussion ensued on the future plans for the park. 

Jack Mears made a motion to rename the park Veterans Memorial Park. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Town Planner Salary: Mayor Wilson updated the Council on the interviews that were held.  He reported on the two interviews that were held and his decision to hire Jeroldine Hallberg. He reported she will start this week, working with Rick to get caught up on projects. He also reported that she will start at a lower wage with a four (4) month trial period. Andrea Fichter reported that a salary amendment for the planner position will need to be completed before the end of the year to account for having two planners on staff during the transition. She stated she will bring the amendment to the next Council meeting.  
Discussion Items: Tourism/Economic Development: Mayor Wilson reported the Becky McCray presentation will take place next week. 
Superior Building: Discussion ensued on getting prices for renting a fork lift to get the material for capping the roof of building on top. Jason Miller stated the town is still waiting to get the contract back before proceeding with the feasibility study. Mayor Wilson updated on a grant to apply for next year through Skagit County Economic Development for the Superior Building, which the Public Safety Building would also be eligible for funding. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears: Jack Mears reported the black top and rolling gate are both in. He also reported that some of the steel for the new airport hangars has been installed. It was also stated that the eagle carving the town received on Cascade Days is on display at the Pilots’ Lounge. 

Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller stated that he would like to thank Public Works for all their hard work in getting the electrical system installed in Veterans Memorial Park before Cascade Days. 

Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported the time capsule was placed on Sunday of Cascade Days. The wood box, made by Bob Lahr, was placed in a copper box, which was then placed inside a concrete vault. Mayor Wilson stated that the vault is four (4) feet in the ground and has two (2) feet of cover. Mayor Wilson also stated that during the placing of the time capsule, Public Works was using the backhoe and this piece of equipment is highly unsafe and not in good working condition. He stated he would like to get permission from the Council for the Public Works department to get quotes and start looking at prices for a new backhoe. It was the consensus of the Council to begin researching prices. 

Jason reported the next meeting will be on September 14, 6 p.m. at the Pilots Lounge. He also reported Concrete Herald purchased signs for at the Community Garden to notify users the water there is not for drinking. He also reported on the twenty four (24) birdhouses that have been installed that were painted during the Youth Activity Day. He also stated that there are thirty (30) more posts that need to have bird houses installed on. Jason reported he had not been able to get the food bank beds ready, but has instead used three of the 8-foot rental beds for the food bank, and has begun bringing produce from those beds to the food bank.   
Department Reports: Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick reported the next meeting will be on September 6 and the new planner will be in attendance. He also reported the student representative position is open and there is some possible interest from Dani Magee’s daughter, Ashlee. Rick also gave an update on the Puget Sound Energy construction meeting that took place last week, which he and Jack McCormick attended. He stated he requested a quarterly report on the project to be forwarded to the Mayor and Council. He also spoke with them regarding the possible donation of the stored material the town could use to fill in the lagoon. Rick also reported he has contacted WSDOT regarding highway signage in Sedro-Woolley listing the distance to Concrete. He also stated he has also been talking to them about light poles for use at Veterans Memorial Park. Rick also reported on conversations with Bob Wariner regarding the relocation of Lorenzen Creek and trying to schedule a meeting with the tribes. 

Historical Preservation: Rick Cisar: Rick reported the town should have the contract for the Superior Building feasibility study grant before the next meeting. He also reported he got a complete list of contractors from the state that can be utilized when advertising for consultants. He also reported on the resignation of Nicolette Thornton; she will remain on the commission until her replacement can be found. Rick stated the next meeting will take place on September 13.  

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea Fichter reported the July Treasurers Report was included in their packets for review. She also reported the auditors began their audit today. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: No report. 

Mayor’s Report: David Day gave an update on the foreclosure of the lien on the Crowder’s. He stated they have requested some type of payment arrangement. He stated he will research this and bring it back to Council at the next meeting. Mayor Wilson stated Cascade Days overall went pretty well. He stated he had received a few complaints regarding the parade starting so late and being unorganized.  

Announcements: None

Executive Session: None.

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 9:20 p.m. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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