Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
August 8, 2011 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Town Planner Rick Cisar. 

 

Audience Members Signed In: Dave Pfeiffer, Evalyn Goeringer and Carol Fabrick.
Public Participation: None. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported that he had spoken with the City of Burlington regarding the radar trailer, of which it is currently in possession. He also reported that he spoke with a company in Lynnwood who does traffic studies for speeding and other traffic-related issues. He will contact them again regarding costs for this. Mayor Wilson reported that the juvenile who had been riding his motorbike around town and on the Cascade Trail was spoken to by Deputy Hendrickson. Paul Rider questioned if the speed sign he saw lying along Fir Street had been picked up yet and where it came from. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs absent.

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: July 25, 2011

· Claims Warrants: #26562-#26587

· Payroll Warrants: July 2011

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None

Old Business: Economic Development Consultant: Mayor Wilson reported on the interviews that were held. Mayor Wilson reported that he thought both companies were good. He also reported that Tom Beckwith’s firm was very impressive, but Mr. Beckwith had stated that he did not want his company to come in and start stepping on toes. Mr. Beckwith suggested that “the town not change horses in mid-stream.” Mayor Wilson reported that the recommendation from himself and Mike Criner would be to allow Community Stew six (6) months to secure funding for its services. 

Jason Miller made a motion to allow Community Stew six (6) months to secure funding. If funding is not secured by the end of six (6) six months, the council will revisit this item. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

Discussion ensued on the other firm that had submitted a proposal. Mayor Wilson stated that he was very impressed with Mr. Beckwith and that the town may need to look to his company in the future. 


New Business: Events Application, Skagit Aero Tow Event-Lynn King: Andrea Fichter reported that the event will name the town as an insured on their insurance for this event. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the events application. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

AWC Retro Membership Participation Agreement: Andrea Fichter reported that the letter from Association of Washington Cities explains the need for the new agreement. 

Mike Criner made a motion to accept the agreement. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ordinance #674-Ordinance #679, #683 & #685-#688: Andrea Fichter reported that the majority of the changes were grammatical. She also reported on the need to change parts of the code that still referred to a police chief. Andrea also stated that drafts are available for viewing if anyone would like to see exactly what was changed. Jason Miller noted a sentence structure error. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve all the ordinances with the noted changes. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: Tourism/Economic Development: Mayor Wilson reported that he has spoken with about twenty (20) to twenty-five (25) town, cities and chambers, inviting them to the Becky McCray presentation. He also reported that flyers had also been sent out, stating the admission fees. He reported that he is hoping for around one hundred (100) people to attend. Mayor Wilson also requested that Andrea Fichter be able to process any bills or invoices from Becky McCray as they come in. 

Mike Criner made a motion to pay any bills or invoices from Becky McCray as they come in. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Andrea Fichter reported that she had set up separate accounting numbers for the costs of the presentation along with a separate accounting number for any revenues received so that the Mayor and Council can see the town’s actual cost for the presentation. 
Superior Building: Jason Miller stated that we are waiting to receive the grant documents before proceeding any further. He also confirmed with Alan Wilkins that the access hole in the roof still needs to capped. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears: Jack Mears reported that the blacktop work is completed, along with the eight- (8) foot path to the helicopter pad. He reported that the company used freeway-grade asphalt near the entrance. Jack stated that next year he would like to look into possibly blacktopping the parking and driveway area near the Pilot’s Lounge. He also reported the gate is ready to be installed and he will call Guy Line to schedule this. 


David Day reported on the conversation he had with Jeff Lustick. David reported he has offices in Mount Vernon and Bellingham. David also reported that Mr. Lustick has extensive knowledge on aviation law and believes that he will be very helpful to the town regarding insurance and events. David stated the town definitely needs to pay closer attention to its potential liability. Jack and David will schedule a meeting to take place between Jack, David, Jeff, Jim Jenkins and Larry Mitchell to discuss future Fly-in events and insurance issues. 

Jack Mears also stated the airport runway has spots that need to be crack-sealed. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the Parks Committee had met this evening. Jason stated that Judie Legg will work with Cheryl Werda on re-painting the Welcome to Concrete signs. He also reported on the Bear Square planting and the possible re-planting of the whiskey barrels. He also reported that hoses may need to be run at Town Hall until a hydrant can be installed. Jason also reported that Alan Wilkins will be looking at the vehicle entry at the Community Garden and doing some minor repairs to it. Jason stated that Judie Legg is also willing to help Ashley Magee with the cleaning and painting of the bollards at Silo Park. Andrea Fichter reported that her son also needs the community service hours and may be willing to help Ashley. Jason also reported that the gazebo and town center sign fence both need to be stained. 

Rick Cisar reviewed a habitat friendly plan that Puget Sound Energy developed for the area on State Route 20 and Everett Avenue that is currently being used for material storage.  

Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported the next meeting will be held on August 10, 6 p.m. at the Pilots Lounge. He also reported on the Imagine Concrete Foundation logo and an artist name Ed Giecek who may be interested in helping with its design. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick reported the next Planning Commission meeting will be September 6, 2011. He also reported that he is currently working with Puget Sound Energy on a permit for a new parking lot at the Visitors Center, with construction beginning this week. He also reported that he is working with Jeff McMeekin from Puget Sound Energy on shot-rock piles and storage of these piles for the possible use of the material by the town for filling in the lagoon. Rick also reported that Mayor Wilson had contacted a real estate agent to discuss the possible donation of some property for the town to construct an RV park. Rick also reported that he is also working with Richard Johnson on a possible short-plat application. He stated that he will require a partial payment from Mr. Johnson to begin the process. Rick also reported on a possible meeting with Bob Wariner for Thursday to discuss the Lorenzen Creek re-route. 

Historical Preservation: Rick Cisar: Rick reported that he is working with the state on the contract for the grant and the scope of work for the Superior Building. He also reported that they will discuss the scope of work at the Historical Perseveration meeting tomorrow. Rick stated that that once the contract is received, the town can advertise for consultants and begin the process. Rick also stated that his last day will be in mid-September. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea Fichter reported she is working on the schedule for this coming budget season and should have calendars to them by the next meeting. She also reported on the FYI section of their Council packets. She also reminded them that a utility rate workshop has been scheduled for 5:30 pm, August 22, 2011. She also suggested the Mayor and Council look over the information provided on medical marijuana and depositories associated with this law. Andrea reported that many towns and cities are developing ordinances associated with this law and the Council may want to review this item further in the near future. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan Wilkins reported on the repair of a water connection at the Eagles Nest and the installation of electrical lines at Town Park. He also reported on a pump failure at the wastewater treatment plant, which the insurance may possibly cover. He also reported on the plan for the decommissiong of the lagoon being approved, but now we need to secure funding. 

Mayor’s Report: David Day reported the paperwork for the property transfer between the school and the town has been sent to the title company. 

Announcements: None

Executive Session: None.

 
Adjournment: Paul Rider made a motion for adjournment at 7:58 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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