Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
July 25, 2011 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, and Jason Miller.

Mike Criner made a motion to excuse Marla Reed. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, and Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Don Payne, Dave Pfeiffer and Evalyn Goeringer.
Public Participation: Don Payne, 45871 Main Street – Gravel Piles: Don stated that he was not here to rankle anyone or to say that anyone is doing anything wrong. He stated that there are places in town that have piles of gravel and logs among other things that are not in order and he is worried that the town is after Jack Clifton for his piles of gravel and he is old and has spent a lot of money already and feels that the town should back off a little and give him some more time. Don suggested that maybe the Vision Committee could put up a board with pictures and details on what used to be there, and that the piles are all that remains.

Mayor Wilson expressed concern regarding public safety and who would be responsible for any injuries that may occur from kids playing on the gravel piles especially if Jack Clifton was to pass away.

Don stated that he doesn’t see any potential for injuries or safety issues.

Jason Miller reported on ideas that were discussed at the last Imagine Concrete workshop regarding the gravel at the old grade school site. Jason reported that one of the ideas was to gravel a pathway between the grade school and high school where the kids walk. Andrea Fichter stated that the field between the two schools is used for football practice and having a gravel pathway right in the middle may cause an issue. Mike Criner also stated that a pathway in the middle of the field would not work. Jason responded that perhaps the pathway could be placed along the northern edge of that field. It was stated that maybe the gravel could be used for the walkway that is connected to the crosswalk before crossing underneath the high school. Alan Wilkins stated that Barb Hawkings should be contacted to ensure that the school wants this area graveled. He also reported that the gravel could be used to gravel the parking area at Silo Park.

Jack Mears stated that he agrees with Don on Jack Clifton’s ability to make any decisions or to get anything done at this time.

Jason Miller stated that he would like to see the town offer to remove the material free of charge to be used for town purposes.

It was the consensus of the council to proceed with writing Jack Clifton a letter to offer to remove the gravel to prevent any further costs or liability, to have it for town use and to have Mayor Wilson follow up with a phone call.

Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported that the Sheriff’s deputies had a big presence in town during the weekend. He also stated that he realizes there is still a speeding problem on Cedar Street. He also stated that he had heard motorcycles racing down that street this evening prior to the council meeting. Deputy Wiggins reported that he has been patrolling this area, but hasn’t been able to actually witness any speeding. Paul Rider questioned if the persons speeding were caught on video, if it would be useable. Deputy Wiggins stated that the State Patrol has the capabilities of determining speed from videos, which is usually associated with traffic accidents, and is not sure if they could be used for speeding violations. Mayor Wilson questioned if the town could get a speed trailer for this area. Deputy Wiggins stated that we would need to contact Jenny Sheehan at the Sheriff’s office. Mayor Wilson stated that he will contact her.

Mayor Wilson also reported on a grant being written for the Grassmere Fire Department that the town could be included in. He stated that this would be to purchase new packs. He also stated that the town would be responsible for only 5% of the costs. He also stated that he needs to schedule a meeting with James Mastin from Skagit Council of Governments to discuss other possible grant funds that are available.

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs absent.

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: July 11, 2011

· Claims Warrants: #26541 to #26561

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None

Old Business: Downtown Revitalization: Mayor Wilson reported that interviews are scheduled for Thursday July 28, 2011 for 5 p.m., 6 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Real Estate Exchange: David Day stated that the agreement is included in their packets. He described the difference in legal descriptions between the lease and the actual exchange. David also reviewed the attached map with council. David stated the council would need to authorize the mayor to sign any and all documents that have to do with the exchange, and then get the agreement to School District.

Jason Miller made a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement and any and all other documents needed to complete the exchange. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

New Business: Planning Commission Appointment, Michael Bartel: Mayor Wilson asked Michael to introduce himself and why he would like to serve on the Planning Commission.

Michael stated that he and his family just recently moved to Concrete and are purchasing a home in town. He reported that his wife is also looking into opening a business in town. He stated that he currently works for Washington State Department of Transportation. He reported that he has a background in dairy and organic farming. Michael stated that he wants to be informed and involved in the town. He stated they plan on living here for the rest of their lives. He also stated that he has other training and classes that he has taken, provided by the WSDOT.

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the Mayor to appoint. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. Mayor Wilson appointed Michael Bartel to fill the vacant position left by Dani Magee.

Parks Donation: Mayor Wilson reported that Becky Luttrell and the Skate Park had donated over $3,000 to the Park Fund to be used to maintain the parks in town. Mayor Wilson suggested requesting from Becky the money be used for the Community Movie Nights to increase the number of movies the town could show. Mike Criner and Jason Miller stated that the wording was for the money to be used for parks maintenance. Andrea Fichter stated that the company that sets up for the movie nights is looking to sell their equipment. Consensus to get a quote on the equipment and then possibly request to use the money to purchase said equipment.
Discussion Items: Tourism/Economic Development: Mayor Wilson stated that he and Jason need to get together to discuss the presentation by Becky McCray and figure out the details. He also stated that Andrea will work on developing flyers for this event.
Superior Building: Jason Miller stated that we are waiting to receive the grant documents before proceeding any further.

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears: Jack Mears reported that he thought the Fly-in had gone really well. He stated there had been around 150 planes, lots of people and the weather was great, until he received a phone call from a pilot and aviation lawyer expressing concerns on how the event was managed. Jack stated that this particular pilot had already contacted the FAA to express his concerns to them as well. Jack reported that his main concern was pilots parking on the south side of runway and then people walking back and forth across the runway. Jack reported that the guys in charge of running the fly-in this year had called the FAA and told them that there would be monitored crosswalks across the runway, which was not done. The pilot also reported there were a lot of upset pilots who did not appreciate being told where to park and not to park. Jack suggested that the town consider not allowing this event in the future due to all the liability and insurance issues. Jack also expressed concern that it is a public airport so telling people they can’t use it wouldn’t work either. Jack stated that he would like to set up a meeting with the Mayor, himself, Jim Jenkins, David Day, Larry Mitchell and the pilot/aviation lawyer who contacted Jack.
Parks: Jason Miller: Mayor Wilson stated that the gazebo is looking good. Jason Miller reported that the soaker hose is installed at the Town Center sign.

Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the gazebo is up because of Keith Taxdahl and two of his friends. Taxdahl has suggested installing a railing and floor. Jason also reported that Ed Rogge will donate the cedar if Jason can find the treated lumber for the floor foundation. Jason will seek donations for this. He also reported they will be putting two coats of clear stain on it as well, one in August and one in September. Next Imagine Concrete meeting will be August 10, 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge.
Department Reports: Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick Cisar absent. Mayor Wilson reported that the notice for the planner’s position has been published.

Historical Preservation: Rick Cisar: Rick Cisar absent.

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea Fichter reported that she is working with Reichhardt & Ebe and Public Works to get the bids and other required documents out for the burning and demolition of the FEMA-acquired homes. She also reported that the auditors should be here this week. She stated that her vacation was great and now she is just trying to get caught up.

Jack Mears stated that Corrina did a great job while Andrea was on vacation.

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan Wilkins reported that the gates on D Avenue and Ronald Avenue have been installed. He also reported that they are working on the power at Town Park: They have the permits and the equipment purchased. Alan also reported on problems at the wastewater treatment plant, with both auto samplers frozen, and one of the pumps going out. He also stated that they lost a monitor when the power went out recently. He reported that these items should be covered by the insurance.

Jack Mears stated that the power outage also knocked out the airport camera.

Discussion ensued on the need to purchase additional sani-cans.

Mayor’s Report: Nothing further to report.

Announcements: Paul Rider questioned if anyone had heard about 3,500 small post offices closing all over the United States. Andrea Fichter informed the council on the cost savings to the town with the employees’ new insurance. Mayor Wilson reported that it will save the town a substantial amount of money. Andrea stated that there is more cost to the employee with co-pays, but the cost to the town will be much lower.

Executive Session: None.

 
Adjournment: Mike Criner made a motion for adjournment at 8:44 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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