Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
July 11, 2011 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Planner Rick Cisar and Deputy Clerk Corrina Koenig.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Dave Pfeiffer, Evalyn Goeringer, Jim Hobbs and Don Payne.
Public Participation: Roxanne McCloud – The Unity Group:  Roxanne McCloud stated that the Town’s insurance policy is an “aviation only” liability policy.  The Town’s policy is for 10 million in liability insurance only.  Marla Reed asked for an example.  Roxanne explained that our policy was for Town (or its employees) negligence only.  The Town has never showed fly-ins on the application for coverage, so they wouldn’t be covered specifically.  However any negligence on the Town’s part would be covered regardless of when the incident happened.  Corrina Koenig explained that the AWC representative had stated that we had some coverage at the airport through that policy.  Corrina will check into exactly what the coverage is.  Mike Criner asked if our policy covered spectators.  The answer was no.  If a plane hit spectators, their insurance would cover that.

Dave Pfeiffer asked if lot owners are covered because they pay part of the insurance through their lease.  The answer was that only the airport was covered, not specific hangars.  Roxanne stated that Unity needs to be made aware of all events at the airport.
Jack asked to talk to an AWC representative when Andrea Fichter returns from vacation.

Special Presentations: Public Safety: Alan Wilkins reported that Dale had checked the public restrooms after the 4th of July and found that the garbage cans and toilet paper had been set on fire.  Paul Rider commented that people were still driving too fast down Cedar Street.  Paul commented that he would like to see speed bumps installed.  Discussion ensued regarding the types of speed bumps available and cost.  Jim Hobbs stated that he would look into the costs of putting in speed bumps.  Jim Hobbs also recommended the speed trailers that display cars’ speed and have a camera mounted on them.  Mayor Wilson said that he would check with the Undersheriff to see if they had a trailer available.  Marla Reed voiced her concerns about the height of speed bumps and the school busses.  Paul Rider recommended rumble strips as an alternative.  Jim Hobbs said he would look into this as well.

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs reported that Burpee Hill Road repair was on hold awaiting FEMA approval.  The lagoon decommissioning was approved; now they are looking for funding.  Inflow and Infiltration Study is still holding.  Jack Mears asked for an explanation of what this is.  Discussion ensued explaining the study and why we have to do it.  The study is mandated.  Jim explained that there are grants available for this study and that they are looking into them.  Sidewalk projects – Jim said that they are going after money from the TIB and SCOG for these projects.  He felt that the school sidewalk project had the best chance for the money because it was “shovel ready.”  Mayor Wilson stated that he will chair the Economic Development this year and that there might be dollars available there.  Mayor Wilson and Jim Hobbs will get together before the workshop to discuss the possibilities.
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: June 27, 2011

· Claims Warrants: #26495 to #26526
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: Mayor Wilson stated that we will postpone the Transportation Presentation due to the full meeting tonight.
Old Business: Downtown Revitalization: Mayor Wilson commented on the proposals received stating that some of the people who submitted proposals had attended the conference in Walla Walla and that he had been very impressed with them.  He named Frause as one of those companies. Rick Cisar commented that City Design Collective had spoken with him and Andrea and that he was impressed with them.  Rick recommended BHC and Beckwith as two firms he has worked with in the past and liked their work.  Jason Miller removed himself from the interview process due to his relationship with Community Stew.  Mike Criner stated that it should be a pre-requisite that applicants acquire their own funding for any projects.  Mike also stated that Eric Archuletta is the one who got us going in the right direction and that he should be at the top of the list.  Jack Mears didn’t feel that we should hire anyone because the Town is broke.  Jack stated that if he had to choose anyone it would be Eric Archuletta and that he would not choose anyone else.  Discussion ensued between Jason Miller and Jack Mears over the fate of the town and the need for a consultant.  Mayor Wilson asked each member for their top 3 choices for a consultant to interview.  The consultants chosen were Frause, Community Stew and Beckwith.  Corrina Koenig will send out letters on July 12, 2011 to set up interviews.  Mayor Wilson wanted the interviews complete by the first council meeting in August.  It was a consensus that the people on the interview committee would be Mayor Wilson, Rick Cisar, Jim Hobbs, Mike Criner and Marla Reed if the interviews were scheduled after August 7, 2011 as she would be on vacation.
Town Website:  Jason stated that Chris Jansen had told him that he was moving to Sedro Woolley, and wondered if Jansen was doing our Web site.  Corrina Koenig commented that Chris had called her today and asked to have his water shut off and stated that he was moving to California for the summer.  Corrina will call tomorrow and confirm whether or not he will be finishing the Web Site project.

New Business: Airport Lot Transfers for Lot 43 and 22.  Discussion ensued on whether or not to approve the transfer.  Mike Criner made a motion to approve the transfers and Marla Reed seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Discussion Items: 
Superior Building: Mayor Wilson reported that we received a bid for the new vault.  Alan Wilkins will order the vault.  The time capsule box and the contents of the first time capsule along with some additions will be buried in the vault.  They will be bury the new vault behind the monument. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears: Jack Mears asked if Dennis Harkless had been sent a letter regarding the tall grass and weeds on his lot.  Corrina Koenig explained that the letter had been sent to David Day who would then send the letter directly to Dennis’ attorney.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the Parks Committee had met tonight.  Since the Town has received extensions on the FEMA houses he wants to wait to transplant the plants they flagged at the houses until October.  Jason reported that he and Mayor Wilson had flagged two shrubs to move.  Jason also reported that the goal of the Parks Committee was to keep the beds at the Town Hall and the Town Center sign watered throughout the summer.  Jason will install a soaker hose at both locations and will ask Andrea and Corrina to turn hoses on/off at the Town Hall and Dale at the Town Center sign.  He will also ask business owners to take care of Bear Square, specifically the whiskey barrels.  Jason will also check with Cheryl with 4H to see if she and the kids could continue to maintain the welcome signs.  The Parks Committee also discussed the possible acquisition from PSE for campground/RV park.  This property is the old cement plant near the East end of town, on the West side of the Baker River near its confluence with the Skagit River.
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason Miller went over the handout of the April 2011 workshop results.  The next meeting will be Wednesday, August 10, 2011 at 6pm at the Pilots’ Lounge.  Jason asked about the pile of rock on Jack Clifton property.  Corrina Koenig commented that she was in the process of sending him a letter to get the pile cleaned up.  Jason will call Mr. Clifton and see if he would like to donate it for projects.  Jim Hobbs commented that we need the proposal for the Superior Building by January 2012, for some special funding that may be available.
Department Reports: Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Open House for Shoreline Master Funding Program had only 3 attendees.  Marty Glaser was in attendance and stated that he did not want any of the proposed trails to go through his property.
No Planning Commission meeting this month due to vacations.  Possible meeting in August if needed; If not, the next meeting will be scheduled in September.

Rick reported that he had talked to PSE and that their parking lot project was getting ready to begin.

Historical Preservation: Rick Cisar: Rick reported that they had received the $7,000.00 grant.
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea Fichter was not in attendance.
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: No Report
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported that Rick Cisar will be leaving in September.  We will be looking for a town planner in October or November.  Rick will try to help find his replacement.
Announcements: None.

Executive Session: None.

 
Adjournment: Mike Criner made a motion for adjournment at 9:09 p.m. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Corrina Koenig
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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