Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
June 27, 2011 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins and Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Dave Pfeiffer, Evalyn Goeringer, Jim Jenkins and Al Egysbroad.
Public Participation: None.
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported on the fire department training that occurred over the weekend. He reported that five departments—Concrete, Rockport, Birdsview, Grasmere and Marblemount—attended the training. Mayor Wilson stated that training may take place prior to the training burns that will occur in the future. He stated that the asbestos abatement has to be completed first. He also reported on some trees that will need to be cut down prior to the training burns, and some bushes and shrubs removed as well.

David Day reported that he had spoken with Rick Cisar after the last council meeting, and that he and Rick will work on an extensive, detailed proposal to send to Cal Portland regarding the deed covenants.

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs was not in attendance.

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: June 13, 2011

· Payroll Warrants – June 2011

· Claims Warrants: #26477 to #26494

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None.
Old Business: Airport Asphalt Quote and Gate Installation: Jack Mears reported that the asphalt will need to be completed prior to the gate installation.
It was the consensus of the council to approve the quotes and proceed with the work.
D Avenue Gate Installation: Mayor Wilson reported that the town had finally received approval from all of the property owners located between D Avenue and Ronald Avenue. Andrea Fichter stated that the property owners will either need keys or combinations to the gates to allow them access to their properties. Alan Wilkins reported that there will be a combination lock on the gates that he will make sure to get to her for distribution to the property owners.


New Business: None.
Discussion Items: Tourism/Economic Development: Marla Reed stated that she has a problem hiring a consultant for the downtown revitalization right now. She stated that she feels the council has not been given the opportunity to actually discuss hiring a consultant. She stated that she would like to see employees receive better raises if the town has the money. She reported that Rick Cisar had suggested the town could look into getting a university student to work on this type of project. Mike Criner stated that he agrees with Marla that this may not be the best time for the town to be hiring a consultant. He stated that he understands the economic burden on the businesses, but the town also has financial burdens. Paul Rider stated that he believes there are other avenues to seek prior to hiring a consultant while things are financially tight. Jack Mears stated that the letter received brings up a lot of good points. Jack reported that the Washington State has eliminated its tourism bureau due to budget shortfalls. Jason Miller stated that Concrete has started to head in the direction of a healthy business environment and the momentum of the town is going in the right direction and he would like to see it keep heading in the right direction. He stated that he does not want to see the town pull the plug on this and that he does believe the town needs to hire a consultant of this nature. He stated that he understands the money issue, but would like to see the money come from somewhere. He also stated that he believes the letter received is full of misunderstandings. Paul Rider stated that as council members, there is a certain responsibility when it comes to expending town funds. He stated that obviously he would like to see Concrete become like Winthrop and be a small, booming destination town, but he just doesn’t see that happening right now with the way the economy is. Alan Wilkins reported that it would be great to hire a consultant of this type. but the town must also have funds available for needed infrastructure improvements. He stated that there are failing water and sewer lines that need to be replaced, and roads that need to be repaired as well.

There was a consensus of the council on the great job that Eric Archuletta has done for the town.

Mike Criner made a motion to table this issue until November, during the 2012 budget proposals. Paul Rider seconded the motion.

Andrea Fichter stated that there may be grant funding available for economic development. She stated that any proposals that are received a letter will go out to each company explaining the budget and that some of these entities may be able to assist in seeking grants.
Superior Building: Mayor Wilson reported that the time capsule box is too big and will not fit back into the vault inside the monument. Discussion ensued regarding lifting the monument and putting a bigger vault underneath, burying a new vault behind the monument and other ideas for the time capsule. It was the consensus of the Council to get a quote on a below-ground concrete vault.

Mayor Wilson reported that the town received the $7,000.00 grant for the feasibility study on the Superior Building to determine if the building is structurally sound. Jason Miller reported that the sign is on the fence to inform people what the town intends to do with the building.

Council Reports: Airport: Mike Criner/Jack Mears: Jack Mears reported that Dennis Harkless’ hangar has multiple junk vehicles and tall grass that he should get notice on. Jack also reported that the Super Cub fly-in was very successful, so successful that they would like to come back next year. He reported they do short takeoffs and landings with trophies and prizes awarded. Jack requested that the town co-sponsor this event so the town’s insurance would cover it. Discussion ensued regarding what the town’s insurance covers and what it does not.

It was the consensus of the council to have the insurance agent attend the next council meeting to discuss concerns and get questions answered.

It was the consensus of the council to co-sponsor the event dependent on the conclusions of the insurance.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that he will meet Mayor Wilson at the homes that will be demolished or burned to remove some bushes and shrubs and transplant them to various parks in town. He also reported that Dale Angell completed the weeding at the Town Center sign, six (6) more hydrants need to be installed at the community garden, and that the gazebo will hopefully be installed prior to Concrete Youth Activity Day on July 21.

Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the follow-up workshop was held on June 25 and he will bring a report back to council once it is completed. He also reported that Kirk Pearson had attended the workshop and had passed along some great ideas for funding. Jason stated that the next regular meeting will be held on July 13, 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge.
Department Reports: Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick was not in attendance.

Historical Preservation: Rick Cisar: Rick was not in attendance.

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea Fichter reported that the May Treasurer’s Report was included in their packets; that she, Rich and Rick are working on the permitting for the FEMA-acquired homes; and the next audit has been scheduled to begin at the end of July. She also reported that as of July 1, the auditor’s rates will increase by 12%.

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan Wilkins reported that he is going to coordinate with Jim Hobbs to begin the NPDNS permit renewal.

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported on the situation with the former deputy clerk. He reported that the case is still sitting on the prosecuting attorney’s desk. David Day gave a brief update on the deed transfer and boundary line adjustment between the town and the school district.

Announcements: None.

Executive Session: None.

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 8:23 p.m. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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