Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
June 13, 2011 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter and Town Planner Rick Cisar.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Judith Legg, Rick Archuletta, John Boggs, Dave Pfeiffer, Evalyn Goeringer, Deanna Richardson, Joseph Summers, Don Payne and Jim Hobbs.
Public Participation: Don Payne, Statutes: Don Payne stated that he is here to discuss town statutes but first he would like to discuss the financial health of Main Street businesses. He stated that the probability of renting store fronts right now is not good. He reported that when he was renting out his commercial building as a residential unit he was making money. He stated that he feels this town code should be looked at further and possibly changed. He gave examples of other businesses struggling on Main Street. He stated that he believes the liquor store, hardware store, laundromat and theater are doing well, but most of the other businesses are struggling. He reported that he believes if the town allows him and other businesses to use their store fronts as residential units, they would be profitable. Don also stated that he believes the town has other statutes they are not enforcing. He stated that he would like to see the town allow for commercial buildings in the Town Center to be used as residential.

Rick Cisar updated and explained the town codes, as well as International Building and Fire Codes. Rick reported that this building does not conform to those codes.

Discussion ensued on codes and regulations not being met previously and, now that the building is vacant, the need to enforce these codes. Discussion ensued on the requirement to install sprinkler systems in commercial buildings with residential units or living quarters, and the cost to sprinkle the building, along with the cost in changing the permitted use of the building.

Jason Miller stated the statutes are in place to maintain the town’s environment. He stated that mixed-use buildlings are good, but changing to residential from commercial in the Town Center is not healthy for downtown. Jason stated that he fully supports the ordinance and statute as written. He reported there are other ways to help promote business storefronts than giving up and changing to residential.
Community Stew, Rick Archuletta: Discussion ensued regarding possibly hiring a consultant to assist the town in revitalization of downtown. Andrea Fichter stated that a Request for Proposals must be made prior to hiring any consultants. Discussion ensued regarding the need for this type of consulting. Rick Archuletta gave a little background information on himself and Community Stew.

This item was tabled until the first meeting in July after proposals are requested and can be reviewed.
Special Presentations: Public Safety: David Day reported on discussions held with the attorney for Cal Portland regarding the covenants on the property the town would like to use for the construction of a multi-function facility. Discussion ensued regarding the type of facility to construct and what to house in the building. It was stated that the building could house park maintenance equipment, public meeting rooms, and public restrooms, as well as being used as a Public Safety Building.

Discussion also ensued regarding the covenant that states there shall be no digging more than five (5) feet deep. Jim Hobbs discussed ways to build up the foundation and get above grade without digging. He did state that below-grade testing would need to be completed to determine what the foundation was being built on.

It was the consensus of the council to proceed with putting a package together for Cal Portland that would include the need for the building, the condition of the existing building, and the exact portion of the property where the building would be constructed, along with photos and support letters.

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs gave a brief summary on the Project Worksheets being reviewed for the Burpee Hill project. He explained the process that FEMA has for developing the Project Worksheets and that he reviews them to ensure what was proposed by his firm is included. Jim stated that he believes we are currently on track to get one of the three projects completed this year.

Task Order N – Amended: Andrea explained the original Task Order N covered the initial emergency review services and that the amendment should be enough to cover the construction engineering and management for Burpee Hill.

Mike Criner made a motion to approve Amended Task Order N. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: May 23, 2011

· Payroll Warrants – May 2011

· Claims Warrants: #26441 to #26476

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: Intolight-Street Lighting Installation and Charge Authorizations: Andrea Fichter reported that when the authorizations were received and she saw the dollar figure she wanted to bring it before Council for final approval.

Jack Mears make a motion to approve the charges. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried with Jason Miller opposed.

FEMA Acquisition: David Day reported that the final home has been acquired. The town is now working on the permitting for demolition and training burns.

New Business: Events Application, Cement City Street Fair: Jason Miller made a motion to approve the events application. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Events Application, Fourth of July Parade and Picnic: Paul Rider made a motion to approve the events application. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Skagit County Community Action Agency Request: John Boggs described the Veterans Stand-down and the request for the use of the Pilots’ Lounge. He stated that it would be similar to the last Veterans Stand-down that was held. He reported that the stand-down will be held on November 5 this year.

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the request. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Resolution #2011-10, Update to Delinquent Account Payment Arrangements: Andrea Fichter explained the need to update the delinquent account payment arrangements.

Mike Criner made a motion to approve Resolution #2011-10. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Airport Lot Transfer Request – Ronald & Rusthea Dunlap, #22 and #43: Andrea Fichter reported that Mr. Dunlap had called that day to cancel this request.

Temporary Use Permit – Produce Stand: Rick Cisar referred Council to page 27 of their packets. He stated that the temporary use permit was for a produce stand just west of the Loggers Landing’s parking lot. He also stated that the produce stand will be portable in nature and if approved will purchase a town business license.

Deanna Richardson Parsons reported that the produce she will be selling is being ordered from Yakima.

Paul Rider made a motion to approve the temporary use permit. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

ADD ON- Concrete School District Land Proposal: Mayor Wilson updated the Council on the meeting he’d had with Superintendent Barb Hawkings to discuss the current lease agreement between the school district and the town regarding Town Park and the high school ball fields. Mayor Wilson reported that this agreement has been in place since 1995 and if the agreement is ever canceled, both entities would have to remove any structures or other features from the property. Mayor Wilson suggested that the town and school district exchange the two properties, which are beneficial to both parties and is allowable by R.C.W.

Paul Rider made a motion to proceed with the exchange. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

 David Day will develop the appropriate paper work.

ADD ON- Crowder Lien Foreclosure: David Day reported that he had received notice on a lien that foreclosure proceedings should begin on. He stated that he will first have to order a title report to insure that no other liens exist on the property.
Discussion Items: Tourism: Mayor Wilson reported that he contacted Becky McCray regarding coming to town to present information on revitalization. He stated that she would fly in on the 29th of August, present on August 30 and fly out on August 31. He reported that the total cost for her presentation, including airfare, room and board would be around $3,500.00. Mayor Wilson also reported that he has begun contacting other entities that may also want to help fund and/or attend this presentation.
Superior Building: Jason Miller reported that he has the sign for the fence around the Superior Building bolted to treated plywood and almost ready to install. He also reported the town should know next week if they received the grant for the feasibility study. He stated the phone interview had gone well.

Council Reports: Airport: Mike Criner/Jack Mears: Jack Mears reported that the black top company should be submitting a quote soon. He also reported that Guyline will be up soon to take measurements and are usually pretty quick on submitting quotes. Jack also stated that the town may want to get a few extra dumpsters for during the Fly In and Cascade Days.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the Parks Committee met tonight and discussed further weeding at the Town Center sign, repainting the Welcome to Concrete signs, inquiring on Job Corps cement picnic tables for Silo Park, and the possibility of building a covered picnic area at Town Park near the restrooms. He also reported that Rick has been speaking with Puget Sound Energy regarding the town’s trails map and that Puget Sound Energy’s FERC license requires them to construct trails within this area.

Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the next regular meeting will be held on July 13, 2011, at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. He also reported the follow-up workshop will be held on June 25 at 9 a.m. to discuss the last Visioning Workshop initiatives and to appoint task forces. Mayor Wilson stated that he and Tim Bridge will be working on the waterline installation at the Community Garden tomorrow. Jason also reported that a sign with the Community Garden logo has been installed on the west side of the fence and the footings for the gazebo have been poured.
Department Reports: Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick reported at the last Planning Commission meeting they discussed their Shorelines Master Program update open house, that will take place this Thursday from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Town Hall. He reported that they had also attended Skagit County’s presentation on their Shorelines Master Program update at the Senior Center. He also reported on a site visit with George Theodoratus and Brian Adams from the County at George’s property near State Route 20 to discuss George’s proposal. Rick explained what George would like to do at this property.

Historical Preservation: Rick Cisar: Rick reported that the Commission will meet tomorrow night. He reported that they will discuss the grant application that was submitted and work on assigning a task force for completing a historical survey of the town structures.

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea stated that she, Jason Miller, and Marla Reed will attend a budget workshop in LaConner on Thursday. She also stated that this year’s Clean-Up Days are June 24– 26, and the first Community Movie Night is this Friday.

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan Wilkins was not in attendance. Jason Miller questioned the fire hydrant on North Everett near Ann Young’s. Mayor Wilson stated that he believes that this fire hydrant does work.

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson displayed the time capsule box. Discussion ensued on the size and if it will fit back inside the monument.

Announcements: None.

Executive Session: None.

 
Adjournment: Mike Criner made a motion for adjournment at 9:03 p.m. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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