Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
May 23, 2011 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins and Deputy Clerk Corrina Koenig 
 

Audience Members Signed In: Dave Pfeiffer, Marilyn Pineda, Rick Archuletta, Ember LaBounty, Jim Hobbs
Public Participation: Sedro-Woolley Community Troop Support - Marilyn Pineda, Coordinator
Marilyn gave a presentation on who they are. She stated they are a nonprofit organization that has been in existence since 2004. Their objective is to send care packages during the holidays to enlisted men and women overseas, with emphasis on those serving in Iraq and Afghanistan. She stated her objective today was to introduce her organization to the community and to make the town aware of two fundraising projects that involve the town. She reported they will hold two Motorcycle Poker Runs, July 30, 2011, and September 24, 2011. Both runs will take the participants through Concrete. The donation campaign will wrap up by November 11, 2011, and the care packages will be sent out by Thanksgiving, to ensure delivery by Christmas. Jack Mears asked what our community could do to help. Marilyn did not have any specific suggestions, just wanted the town to be aware that they are here. She asked for names and numbers of local people actively serving our country, so that they could get a care package to them. Mayor Wilson stated that he would get that information to her.

Villa Sandy Apartments, Michael: There is a new manager, Chris, and maintenance man, Michael, at the Villa Sandy Apartments. The owners are looking to clean the place up. They have started making repairs already. If you have any problems you can contact the manager.
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson asked Paul Rider if he had seen any improvement on Cedar Street. Paul stated that they had only called in one speeder and that it did seem as though people were slowing down. Jason Miller stated that some kids had told him that other kids were getting into the Superior Building somehow. Jason stated that he checked out the building and could not find any indication that they were getting in. Alan Wilkins stated that he would also check. Jason Miller stated that on Saturday he heard the sound of fireworks near the Superior Building, when he checked it out, he found a burned up soda can, but did not see anyone around.

Mayor Wilson spoke with both Mikes from Cal Portland about what the town would like to do with the Superior Building and surrounding property. This was an informal meeting.

Mayor Wilson stated that Andrea Fichter and Rich Philips are working on getting the permits to burn the FEMA houses as training burns. He stated that the burns should be completed by September.

Mayor Wilson asked David Day to comment on the sale of the third house. David Day stated that the paperwork has been sent to the Title Company and that he did not have any further information at this time.

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs reported that the conceptual design has been submitted to FEMA, he gave a few design options for the permanent repair of Burpee Hill Rd and is trying to steer FEMA toward the one that does not close down the road. He is hoping to hear from them in the next couple of weeks. A geotechnical report is forthcoming, as well as the Engineer’s estimate. Jim estimates all three projects to total about $450,000.00. Mayor Wilson commented that Jeff McMeekin with PSE has offered the town approximately 8,000 cubic feet of rock they are removing from their construction project.

Jim stated they are still working on the Water Comp Plan; today they were working on flow readings.

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: May 9, 2011

· Payroll Warrants – May 2011

· Claims Warrants: #26417 to #26440

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: None

New Business: Events Application, Ember LaBounty, Cascade Days: Ember asked if there would be electricity available this year. Alan Wilkins stated that Public Works would install electricity along the fence between the restrooms and E Ave., and possibly water at the same time. There was a discussion of how this had been promised in the past. Mayor Wilson stated that the electricity would be done by August and in time for Cascade Days. Jack Mears asked if the town insurance could cover the event to save the Cascade Days Committee money. David Day stated that the town could not use its insurance policy for this function, and that the insurance policy had specific coverage for town functions only. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the events application. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Events Application, Skagit R.C. Club, Big Bird Fly-In: 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the events application. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Events Application, C.A.A.C, Concrete North Cascades Vintage Aircraft Fly-In: Audience member Dave Pfeiffer asked why the name was being changed. Jack Mears stated that the people running the event wanted to change the name due to all of the vintage aircraft that have been coming to the event. Dave Pfeiffer was concerned that the museum is trying to take over the fly-in. He stated that he had heard from Jim Jenkins that the museum was changing their name to the North Cascades Vintage Museum. Discussion ensued over whether the C.A.A.C. had the right to change the name of the event without council approval. Jack Mears thought that it was too late to change the name back at this point, as all of the merchandise and logo gear had already been purchased. Mayor Wilson stated that the name would be discussed with Jim Jenkins before next year’s event.

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the events application. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Utility Credit Request, Cheryl Stewart: Council read the letter from Mrs. Stewart. Mike Criner stated that she showed due diligence by paying the entire amount owed even though she was disputing it. He felt that the $20.00 delinquent fee should be credited to her account and that a letter should be sent explaining this. There was a consensus of all council members.

Agreement, North Cascade Veterinary Clinic: Mayor Wilson stated that there was a request to renew the office space lease with North Cascade Veterinary Clinic for 2011-2012.

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the lease. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion Items: Tourism: Mayor Wilson stated that while at the RevitalizeWA conference last week, they heard a guest speaker, Becky McCray, whom they thought was a fantastic speaker and want to bring her to Concrete to speak on tourism and economic development in a small town. This would be a joint effort, with other towns paying for a portion of her fees. The total fee would be approximately $4,000.00 to bring her here. If approved by the council, Mayor Wilson would try and book her between August 29, 2011 and September 2, 2011. Paul Rider asked for Web site information on Ms. McCray. Mayor Wilson will call tomorrow and book Ms. McCray and begin the process of talking to other small towns and sharing the costs. 

Mayor Wilson also stated that everything that he learned at the convention is the same information that Eric Archuletta has been telling them. For this reason, he recommended that a partnership between the town and Eric Archuletta be formed. Eric’s business, Community Stew, would work as a consultant, working on every aspect of town and community for a revitalization strategy for Main Street. Marla Reed and Mike Criner voiced concerns over the cost of such a partnership. Paul Rider asked if the plan was to “kick-off” the revitalization project with Becky McCray and then introduce Eric Archuletta as liaison. Mayor Wilson agreed that this was the plan. Eric Archuletta will submit a proposal by the June 27 council meeting.
Superior Building: Jason Miller reported that he, Eric Archuletta and Rick Cisar will conduct a phone presentation on June 9 at 1:45 p.m. at Town Hall regarding the grant for a feasibility study.

FEMA Acquisition: None
Council Reports: Airport: Mike Criner/Jack Mears: Mayor Wilson shared delinquent airport letters. Jack Mears stated that we needed to find out how many lot owners have had lots for more than 5 years without building on them. We should send letters with their bills for 2012, stating that this needs to be done.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that Nicolette Thornton had worked on the landscaping at the Town Center sign, Bear Square and Town Hall. She weeded and replanted at these sites. Nicolette also provided plants to Cheryl Werda and some 4-H kids who cleaned, weeded and re-planted the two Welcome to Concrete signs. Alan Wilkins asked if they needed more mulch, Jason asked for a dump truck load between the Town Center sign and two welcome signs. Mayor Wilson will ask Andrea Fichter to draft a letter of appreciation that he would sign for Nicolette. Jason also reported that the concrete seating area in the playground area of Silo Park was deteriorating and he would like to see it get replaced. Discussion ensued over the type of material to use. Alan Wilkins will remove the existing concrete and Jason Miller will research a suitable replacement.

Visioning: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the next regular meeting will be held on June 8, 2011, at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. He also reported that a date has not been chosen yet for the follow-up workshop, but that it will be sometime in June. Jason reported that there was a work party at the community garden this weekend. He also stated that the construction of the gazebo should begin this week. Rich is out this week, so the water lines will not be worked on. Mayor Wilson agreed to help June 6-24, 2011, with installation of water lines. Baker River Hotshots have also agreed to help out in the garden. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick was not in attendance – No Report
Historical Preservation: Rick Cisar: Rick was not in attendance – No Report
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea was not in attendance – No Report

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan Wilkins reported that the flag pole was here and he would begin the process of getting it put up. Discussion ensued on how the flag pole was to be set up. Paul Rider questioned whether the town had approval from Barb to place the flagpole, Alan said we did. He also reported that two new cameras had been installed at Town Hall. He also reported that he is waiting for Intolight to write up the contract for the installation of the new street lights on Cedar Street and Cedar Park. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported that he, Rick Cisar, Alan Wilkins and Rich Philips had a meeting with Jeff McMeekin regarding movement on the hill above the power house. They have removed all contractors until corrective action can be taken. They have installed a siren that will go off when the hill has any movement.

Mayor Wilson and Jason Miller will go to the Economic Development Block Grant Meeting with Commissioner Dillon sometime in June or July.

Announcements: None

Executive Session: None.

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 9:05 p.m. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Corrina Koenig
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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