Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
May 9, 2011

 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter and Town Planner Rick Cisar.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Chris Kennedy, Joelene Meckstroth, Mike Petricelli, Mike Middling, Evalyn Goeringer, Dave Pfeiffer, and Don Payne.
Public Participation: Events Application, Chris Kennedy and Joelene Meckstroth – Youth Activity Days: Joelene stated that this is the fourth year they will be putting on this event. She also stated that each year the attendance and participation increases. Chris stated that they will hold the event at Silo Park and are requesting sani-cans and the use of the generator, the same as last year. 

Jason Miller questioned how many of the stated 400+ participants will be youths. Joelene stated that at last year’s event they had around 200 registered youths; she is expecting this year to be 250-300.

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the events application. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

Carol Pando and Grace Popoff - Written In Concrete Blog: Grace stated that she and Carol are writing a blog called Written In Concrete. She thanked the Mayor and Council members for serving on the Council. She also stated that the blog is not meant to compete with the Concrete Herald. She reported they write six (6) posts a week that notify the community of news, events or other community engagements. Carol reported they will be allowing guests to post comments beginning next week, in the hopes that this will encourage better community involvement. She also stated that there is an email contact on the blog website that anyone can send information to them regarding notices, news, events or any other community notifications that people want others to know about. Grace stated that this is not just for the Town of Concrete but for the whole eastern Skagit County. Jack Mears questioned how long the blog has been active. Grace stated that they have been up and running for about two and half (2½) months. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported on the email received from Sergeant Adams regarding the emphasis patrol on Cedar Street. Mayor Wilson also stated that they each had a copy of the monthly call report from the Sheriff’s office as well. He stated that the call volume has decreased over the last few months. Mike Criner questioned if the traffic had slowed on Cedar Street. Paul Rider stated that the traffic is definitely moving slower since the emphasis patrol began. Alan Wilkins stated that they may have a Slow, Children at Play sign that they could install in that area. Mayor Wilson also reported that he received the Skagit 911 Annual Report for 2010 if anyone would like to review it. It was stated that the deputies are definitely out there and visible. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim absent. Andrea Fichter reported that Jim has been in contact with the State DEM and FEMA, working on the design options for the permanent repair of Burpee Hill Rd.

Andrea also reported on the need for the amendment to Task Order L. She stated that the town received a grant from the Department of Commerce to help fund the completion of the Water Comprehensive Plan Update.  

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the amendment of Task Order L. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: April 25, 2011

· Payroll Warrants – April 2011

· Claims Warrants: #26378 to #26416

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: Ordinance #684 – Amend CMC 10.12.040, Parking Violations: Andrea Fichter stated after deciding not to change the municipal code section for parking at the last meeting, Rich Philips expressed some concern about towing vehicles and not having it part of the code. Jason Miller stated that the last sentence should be removed since it basically repeats the body of the ordinance. David Day stated that he had reviewed this ordinance and missed that, but agreed that the whole last sentence should be removed. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve Ordinance #684 with the noted change. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

New Business: None.
Discussion Items: Town Center Street Sweeping: Alan Wilkins stated that a proof of the street sweeping sign was included in their packets for review. Discussion ensued on the language and times. It was the consensus of the Council that a space be added between 11:00 and a.m. (the 11 was changed to 8:30 a.m.), to move the sentence “if towed please call 360.853.8401” below Street Sweeping and to change the end time to 8:30 a.m.
Superior Building: Jason Miller reported that David Soule did a walk-through today at the Superior Building, and will use the information he gathered to develop an “as built” plan. Miller also reported that the grant application has been received by the State and that he, Rick Archuletta and Rick Cisar will conduct a phone presentation on June 9 at 1:45 p.m. at Town Hall. 

Mayor Wilson reported that the time capsule box is in the process of being made. He also reported that the box will be made of copper to ensure the items inside will be protected. Mayor Wilson thanked Cal Portland for taking care of this expense. 

FEMA Acquisition: David Day stated he had gotten service on Beneficial prior to his vacation. He reported that the title company will not insure on the service as of right now, but after a twenty (20) day waiting period he can submit judgment against the mortgage company. The title company will then insure the transaction and the town can gain clear title for this property. 

Mayor Wilson stated that Rich Philips had met with the State Fire Marshall and a representative from the Clean Air Agency to discuss the process for using two of the homes as training burns.   

Council Reports: Airport: Mike Criner/Jack Mears: Jack Mears reported that a helicopter has been using the airport to land and refuel. He reported that the helicopter is hauling in cement and gravel, and is working for Potelco and Puget Sound Energy who are working on replacing power poles. He also stated that as long as the weather holds out he will look into getting the black top laid. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the Parks Committee had met this evening. He reported that Cheryl Werda and some 4-H kids are going to clean the two Welcome To Concrete signs on May 20 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. He also reported that they will be doing some replanting and repainting as well. Jason stated that the committee also discussed the Veterans Memorial Flag and where and how to place it. Mayor Wilson stated Sultan has a great Veterans Memorial Flag display. Discussion ensued on the flag pole size and looking at what Sultan did. Alan Wilkins reported on the options for installing power along the fence line and at the Memorial Flag site. It was the consensus of the Council to move forward with installing power underground and running it from the public restrooms. Alan also reported that they are going to move the west entrance to Town Park to the north about ten (10) feet. Jason also reported that Nicolette Thornton will complete some landscaping maintenance around the Town Center sign.

Visioning: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the next regular meeting will be held on May 11 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots Lounge. He reported that they will be discussing all the pros and cons from the workshop that was held in April. He also reported that a date has not been chosen yet for the follow up workshop but that it will be sometime in June. Jason stated that some people have began planting in their Community Garden beds. He also stated that Public Works has been, when they can, installing the water lines. Jason also passed around the working design for the shed and stated he is going to begin looking for grants to fund this.  
Department Reports: Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick Cisar reported that the most recently approved Planning Commission minutes were included in their packets. He also reported that there will be an open house for the Shorelines Master Program Update on June 16 as part of the public participation section. He stated that there will be maps and other information for people to review and ask questions. He also reported that Jack McCormick has issued the building permit for Puget Sound Energy’s power house construction project. Rick stated that the town received around $42,000 for this building permit. Rick also reported that the Memorial Flag materials had been ordered and is scheduled to ship on May 16. 

Historical Preservation: Rick Cisar: Rick reported that the agenda for Tuesday night’s meeting is included in their packets. He also reported that he received documentation back from the State declaring the town as a Certified Local Government. He reported that this will be sent back to the National Park Service in Washington D.C. for national certification. He reported that the Historic Preservation Committee will discuss the grant application that was submitted, and will also discuss setting up a subcommittee to begin the town structures inventory. 
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that Paul Rider had finished his review of the Annual Report and that it has been mailed to the State Auditor’s Office. Andrea will now work on scheduling the next audit.

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported on parts and new fire hydrants received. He stated they had fixed the fire hydrant in East Concrete and that there is one in Mill Addition and on Ross Alley that also need to be repaired or replaced. He also reported that the Department of Health will be up next month to perform a sanitary survey and tour the spring and reservoirs. He also reported that the sludge removal cost about the same as last year. He also reported that Reichhardt and Ebe are working on the decommission plan for the lagoon and that it has been submitted to Department of Ecology for review. He also reported that he is waiting for Intolight to write up the contract for the installation of the new street lights on Cedar Street and Cedar Park. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported that he, Jason Miller and Rick Archuletta are heading for Walla Walla tomorrow for a RevitalizeWA Main Streets and Preservation conference. He also reported that WSDOT is hopeful that the pass will be open by the first of June. 

Announcements: Jason Miller announced that the Combat Flag is on display at Concrete Town Hall until Friday. He also announced that the gazebo construction will likely begin the week of May 16. He also announced a request from a local amateur photographer, who would like to gain access behind the reservoir off of Baker Street Avenue. Alan Wilkins stated to have the man contact him directly.   

Executive Session: None.

 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 7:52 p.m. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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