Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
April 25, 2011

 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter and Town Planner Rick Cisar.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Jim Hobbs, Don Payne, Judie Legg, Evalyn Goeringer and Dave Pfeiffer. 
Public Participation: None.
Special Presentations: Public Safety: David Day stated that he had contacted Cal Portland to discuss the deed limitations on the property where the town would like to construct a new public safety building. He reported that he will put together a proposal for the site and send this to Cal Portland for review and discussion. He also stated that he had been told that Cal Portland also owns land adjacent to this property that may be suitable for a Public Safety Building. 

Discussion ensued regarding the placement of gates on South D Avenue. Andrea Fichter stated that she sent out letters to each property owner notifying them of the possible gate installation and to get their input on the idea. Alan Wilkins stated that once the property owners return the gate installation acknowledgements to the town they will be able to move forward with the installation.  

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim reported on the site visit that occurred today with the State Department of Emergency Management. He stated that they looked at the Burpee Hill Road, the Main Street Lorenzen Creek culvert and catch basin, and the sink holes in Silo Park. He reported that FEMA will take the information to their supervisors and develop project worksheets based on that review. Jim reported he believes funds for the temporary work and the emergency work that was completed should be disbursed to the town fairly quickly, but the long-term repair to Burpee Hill Road may take a few months to complete. He stated that he will have to develop three (3) project alternatives as to how the road will be repaired and submit these to FEMA along with costs for each. 

Jason Miller stated that he is concerned with the amount of money it may take to put a permanent repair on Burpee Hill Road especially with the County not seeming all that concerned. He also stated concern over closing Burpee Hill Road during that period, given that the town now knows how much money its businesses lose when the road is closed. Jim stated that the County budgets for the ongoing repairs of their roads. He also stated that a one-lane drive-by could be created while the long-term fix was being worked on, so the road wouldn’t need to be closed during that period. Jim recommended that the town continue with getting a permanent repair complete so as to not have to worry about trying to mend it each year. 

Mayor Wilson reported that the town will have to get permission from the property owner located near the area that needs to be repaired to possibly use part of their property for the temporary pass through road that Jim had referenced. Jim reported that it will be stated in the contract documents that the contractor hired is to do everything possible to keep Burpee Hill Road open to at least one lane of traffic during construction. 

Jim reported on each of the task orders on the agenda this evening. He stated that Task Order N will be reimbursed by FEMA at 75%, with the hopes that the State will also reimburse at 12.5%, leaving the town responsible for only 12.5% of the project cost. 

Jim also reported on the lagoon decommissioning plan, which is at the Department of Ecology’s offices for review. 

Jim also stated that he is working with Alan on the NPDS permit for the wastewater treatment plant. He stated that an Infiltration and Inflow study needs to be completed throughout the entire wastewater system to determine where repairs need to be made to ensure that only wastewater is going into the treatment plant and not all the storm water as well. Jim described the process for recording the sewer lines and identifying the problem areas. He reported that he is currently putting together a scope of work and costs for this project. 

Jim also reported that they are working on the Water Comprehensive Plan update and going through valving, reservoirs, power near reservoirs and reviewing old asbuilts to determine the existing system. He stated that he is hoping that this update will be completed by June. 

Jim reported that he met with Paul Rider today to discuss the possible installation of speed bumps on Cedar Street. Jim recommended that the Town request an emphasis patrol by the Sheriff’s deputies in this area during the morning and again when athletics let out. He also stated that the town may want to contact the school to have them put out a bulletin on this issue reminding students that this is a residential area and the need for extra safety. Jim stated that he would like to see the town try these options first before installing speed bumps. He stated that most of the time you will receive more complaints on the installation of speed bumps from residents than you received from the actual speeding that occurred. He also reported that a lot of times speed bumps will have to be removed in the future due to street or water/sewer line projects. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve Task Orders M and N. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: April 11, 2011

· Claims Warrants: #26358 to #26377

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: Events Application – SWAN Century and Family Fun Ride: Andrea Fichter reported that an email received from the applicant stated they would bring their own water and would need trash cans and sani cans during the event. Andrea stated that these were the concerns of the Council at the last meeting. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the events application. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

FEMA Acquisition: David Day reported that he was able to get everyone on board with moving forward with the court order to get the town clear title on the Freeman’s home. He stated that he spoke with the escrow agent today and is hoping that this should be finalized within a couple weeks. He stated that whatever money is leftover after closing costs will be distributed to the courts for disbursements between the Freemans and their mortgage companies. 

New Business: Resolution #2011-09 – Designate Applicant Agent: Andrea Fichter explained that this resolution will allow for her to be able to sign the payment requests and other documents during the FEMA grant period. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve Resolution #2011-09. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: Town Center Street Sweeping: Andrea Fichter stated that she did not believe that a separate ordinance was needed. Alan Wilkins reported that they will include the current code section number on the street sweeping signs that will be placed within the Town Center.  
Superior Building: Jason Miller reported that the grant application for the feasibility study has been submitted.  

Council Reports: Airport: Mike Criner/Jack Mears: Jack Mears reported that things are pretty quiet at the airport and that he will be working on the gate and asphalt as soon as the weather improves.  
Parks: Jason Miller: No report.  

Visioning: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported on the Imagine Concrete workshop that was held on April 16. He stated that the attendance was lower than the original workshop they’d held, but they had some new faces participating this time with new ideas to blend with the original ideas. He reported that a follow up workshop will be held sometime in June. He reported the next regular meeting will be held on May 11 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots Lounge. He reported that the Community Garden was officially open on April 1 and they have one bed with seedling plants in already. He also reported that the Girl Scouts will be renting a bed and adding stepping stones to it. Jason reported that two water hydrants have been installed so far. Jason also reported that he, Marla and Stephanie Morgareidge will build 5  birdhouses each and prime them for kids to paint during Youth Activity Day July 21. He also reported that the gazebo construction will begin the first or second week in May. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Judie Legg reported that it was brought to the Planning Commission’s attention that the town may be outsourcing the artwork for its town flag. She stated that the high school kids felt that this should be made available to locals and students. Paul Rider stated that the artwork is already complete and what he was researching was the actual flag and the flag material. Judie stated that she would pass along to the high school students that they had been misinformed regarding the town flag. She also stated that she was impressed with the fact that the kids wanted to be involved. 

Mayor Wilson questioned if Drake Jansen would still be coming to a council meeting. Rick stated he would contact him to see if he would like to attend the next meeting. 

Rick reported that the Planning Commission had met last Tuesday, where they discussed the relocation of Lorenzen Creek. Rick reported he is waiting for a callback from Bob Warinner after his site visit last month. Rick also reported on a survey the Port of Skagit County is having completed, which will detail all the commercial and industrial properties in Skagit County, along with the buffers and critical areas incorporated. The Port will put all this information together and each jurisdiction will receive a report on their area. 

Rick stated while researching the flag for the Veterans Memorial he came across a Web site that sold everything that was needed for this project and would only cost around $2,300. Paul Rider stated that they would have the groundbreaking ceremony for this project on Memorial Day and then get the project completed and have the actual dedication on September 11. 

Rick also reported on the Shorelines Master Program update and the open house that will be held in May or June to give updates on the descriptions and maps along the shoreline areas. Rick stated that the first two years of funding have almost been expended and then we will move into the third year of funding, with $30,000 being allocated as long as funding is not cut from the state budget. 

Rick also stated that Puget Sound Energy will come in soon to purchase their building permit for the power house. Rick stated that the fee for this permit will be around $40,000, which is based on the total building costs. 

Historical Preservation: Rick Cisar: Rick reported that Jason Miller and Eric Archuletta had done an excellent job on the grant application for the Superior Building. He reported that the application had been received on time and the funding will be decided in June, with funds available in October. He also reported that the paperwork the mayor needs to sign for the town to become an actual Certified Local Government is in the mail. 
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Nothing further.   

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan Wilkins reported on a shutdown that occurred at the wastewater treatment plant over the weekend. He stated that they need to purchase some extra parts for these types of failures so they are prepared. He also suggested the town speak with Puget Sound Energy or PCL Construction regarding Baker River Road and Everett Avenue, and getting those roads repaired at the end of the construction project. 


Alan also reported that the Cedar Street lights have been ordered. He also stated that they will be upgrading the power at the public restrooms and installing power outlets along the fence to accommodate the vendors at Cascade Days and for power to light the flag at the Veterans Memorial. 

Alan also gave a report on two fire hydrants that need to be replaced, one on East Main Street and one on Mill Avenue. He stated that they are searching for the correct parts since these fire hydrants are no longer made and need to feed into wood lines. 

He also reported that Dale has been working on getting some of the smaller potholes filled, but that he needs to order some cold patch soon. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported that there have been some equipment batteries stolen from the fenced area at the wastewater treatment plant. Mayor Wilson stated that he had spoken with an airport hangar leaseholder regarding the possibility of using her hangar to store equipment. Jack Mears stated that particular hangar would be too small and the cost too high. Mayor Wilson also reported that he, Jason Miller and Eric Archuletta will attend a Main Street and Preservation conference put on by the Washington Trust for Historic Preservation from May 11 to May 13 in Walla Walla. 

Announcements: None.  

Executive Session: None.

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 8:15 p.m. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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