Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
April 11, 2011

 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter and Town Planner Rick Cisar.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Evalyn Goeringer, Dave Pfeiffer, Jim Hobbs, Valerie Stafford, George Wenzinger, and Joseph Wenzinger.    
Public Participation: Drake Jansen, Student Planning Commissioner: Student High School Survey: Absent

Skagit Tourism Bureau, Terica Taylor: Pola Kelley, executive director for Sedro-Woolley Chamber of Commerce, handed out binders to each council member and the mayor regarding the proposed Skagit Tourism Bureau. She reported that currently Skagit County has a very limited budget using revenue from the hotel/motel tax. She also reported that current hotel and motel owners are unhappy with the amount of tourism advertising. She stated that an R.C.W. was passed in 2003 that allows for the formation of local tourism bureaus. Pola also reported that the state is no longer promoting tourism through state-mandated funds. She stated that the hotel and motel owners that have forty (40) rooms or more would participate by adding a $2.00 fee per night per room to their rates. She reported that this fee would be submitted to the county, which would then distribute the funds to the bureau. Pola also discussed other areas that have begun local tourism bureaus, and the increase in tourism and room sales. 

Jack Mears stated that the state disbanding its tourism bureau seems to be a drastic step. He stated that no more advertising or tourism Web sites will affect the amount of funds jurisdictions see from tourism. 

Polo Kelley discussed the page in the binders that reflected the increase in room sales and tourism in the Tri-Cities, Spokane and Yakima areas after they began their local tourism bureaus. She also stated that there would be no cost to the town if they wanted to participate in this inter-local agreement. 

She also suggested that the town speak with Lennart Bentsen at Hampton Inn Suites and with Kris Dodge at the Three Rivers Inn to inquire how this program has worked for them. She also stated that the Hi-Lo Country Hotel may be able to participate if the town decides to participate in the inter-local agreement, but would not be obligated to participate because of the small amount of rooms they have. 

Jason Miller requested clarification on the fee to be charged. He inquired if it would be a flat $2.00 fee or if it would be a percentage of the room rate. Pola Kelley stated that it would be a flat fee of $2.00. 

Pola stated that there is a draft inter-local agreement, for the town attorney to review and discuss with the county’s attorney, included in their handouts. She also reported that the town can opt out of the agreement at a later date but will not be able to opt in at a later date. Pola also stated that if at any point the hotel and/or motel owners became unhappy with the way that the funds are being spent, they could, with a vote of 40% or more of the hotel and/or motels, dissolve the tourism bureau. 

Jack Mears made a motion for the town to opt in on the inter-local agreement for the Skagit Tourism Bureau. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Evalyn Goeringer: Evalyn reported on a discussion that was held at her church on Sunday regarding the ditch behind the church. She stated that she would like to know when the ditch will be cleaned out. Public Works Director Alan Wilkins reported that he and Rich Philips had cleaned the ditch out today. 

Evalyn also stated that she would like to see the ditch that is located in front of her property that was cleaned out a few months ago finished. She inquired what was going to be done with this area and when it would be done. She also suggested that the town tile this area in to help with drainage. She also stated that she will not maintain this area. Public Works Director Alan Wilkins stated that when that area dries out, they will rake it out and re-plant the grass. 

George Wenzinger, Reckless and Speeding Drivers on D Avenue: George Wenzinger reported that he lives on Short Street and has noticed an increase in reckless and speeding drivers on the dirt road between the High School and D Avenue. He stated that he witnessed a child almost get hit and he would like to see something done to stop this. Discussion ensued among council members. It was stated that this had been discussed before and the council was told that this road could not be blocked off. It was further stated that this is private property and the secondary road to the school in case of an emergency. Further discussion ensued regarding the possibility of installing gates at either end of the road. It was the consensus of the council to contact the property owners, and to purchase and install gates if the costs were not too expensive.
Special Presentations: Public Safety: David Day stated that he had contacted Cal Portland to discuss the deed limitations on the property where the town would like to construct a new public safety building. He stated that since the last time he contacted this company, they have a new attorney. He stated that he spoke briefly with the new attorney regarding the town’s request to have the covenants amended. David stated the town does not want to go against any of the covenants listed in the deed limitations or the town could forfeit the property. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim reported that he still needs to research the installation of the speed bumps on Cedar Street. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: March 28, 2011

· Claims Warrants: #26324 to #26357

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: Nothing further.  


New Business: Events Application – SWAN Century and Family Fun Ride: No one from the organization was present at the meeting.  Public Works Director Alan Wilkins asked if they would need any extra trash cans and also stated that there is no potable water at Bear Square. 

Mike Criner made a motion to table this events application until these questions could be answered. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: Town Center Street Sweeping: Discussion ensued regarding the proposed street sweeping signage, dates, times and language. It was the consensus of the council to go with the first sign, deleting the “March 1 to October 31” dates and “311,” and adding the number for Town Hall. It was also stated that the signs will be placed in the Town Center area. Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter stated that an ordinance will need to be done to amend the municipal code. She stated that she will work on this and bring it back to council at the next meeting for adoption. 
Superior Building: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins stated that he is waiting for drier weather to insure that the adhesive used to cap the access hole in the roof sets correctly.   
Dennis Harkless: David Day reported that Dennis Harkless has paid in full and this matter is closed for now. 

Time Capsule Placement and Sealing: Nothing new.   

Richard Johnson: David Day updated on the judgment that was put against Richard Johnson for outstanding utility charges on his building in Concrete Town Center. He reported Richard Johnson had filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy. He also reported that a financial report was received by his office today detailing all the amounts Richard Johnson owes, and the property and assets that he owns, along with its worth. He stated that he could try to remove the bankruptcy from the courts to claim on the lien, but this would be expensive for the town. He stated eventually the town will get paid, since the utility charges stay with the property. 
FEMA Acquisition – Freeman Property: David Day updated the council on the issues with this acquisition. He reported that the Freeman’s second mortgage company has gone out of businesses in the State of Washington and he has been unable to get a response from the corporate office. He reported that he has called for an emergency hearing with the courts for the money to go back to the courts and have the court issue clear title to the town, then the courts can disburse the money once the mortgage companies and the homeowner come to an agreement. 

Mayor Wilson reported that Rich Philips is looking into using one of the acquired homes for a training burn for the fire department. 

Council Reports: Airport: Mike Criner/Jack Mears: Jack Mears reported that he has looked into the blacktop and fencing costs as discussed previously. He requested permission from council to have Guyline do the fencing and blacktop. It was the consensus of the council for Jack to proceed with the installation of the gate and blacktop from Guyline. Jack also reported on an incident with a rescue helicopter that took place over the weekend. He reported that the helicopter had gone out on a rescue and had to dump fuel, but the fuel valve didn’t close all the way and they almost didn’t make it back to the airport. Jack stated that they had to bring in heavy equipment from NAS Whidbey to refuel the helicopter. Jack stated that it was quite the production. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the Parks Committee had met this evening and discussed the installation of temporary ball fields at Silo Park. Jason stated that whoever the point person is on the installation of the ball fields would need to work with Alan to determine the most suitable area. Alan Wilkins stated that he is concerned with the tendency for sink holes in this area. 

Visioning: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported the next meeting will be held on April 13 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots Lounge. He also reported the second Imagine Concrete workshop will be held on April 16 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the high school Commons room. Jason also reported that they completed the trenching for water lines at the community garden, and that the water lines and yard hydrants would be installed as quickly as possible. Jason stated that thirteen (13) of the twenty-two (22) beds have been rented so far. He also reported that he is hoping to get the gazebo installed in May. He also reported that he is still working on the final design for the shed. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick reported that the Planning Commission will meet next Tuesday. He reported that he had a gentleman in the office inquiring about mobile food vans, which would have to come to council for final approval. He also reported that he issued a fill and grade permit for Puget Sound Energy and will issue another when they get further along on the project. He also stated that Puget Sound Energy is still working on getting their building permit application submitted. 

Historical Preservation: Rick Cisar: Rick reported the next meeting will be held in May. He stated that he is collecting letters of interests from the commission members and has sent the bylaws to the state for review. He stated that once he receives all the letters of interest, he will get those sent to the state as well. Rick also reported that he and Jason Miller are working on a grant submittal that needs to be done by April 21, 2011 for a feasibility study on the Superior Building. 
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that she had attended the FEMA briefing regarding the latest disaster. She stated that she is working on getting the paperwork complete and will schedule the FEMA kickoff meeting. She reported that once all the paperwork is in and the meeting is held, they can hopefully begin the design work for long-term repair of Burpee Hill.  

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported on the ditch cleaning that was done today behind the Lutheran Church. He also reported that there was a lot of fuel stolen from vehicles and equipment at the wastewater treatment plant, which he reported to the Sheriff. He stated that they will install cameras at the wastewater treatment plant and two more inside Town Hall. 

Jack Mears stated that he would like to further discuss the ditch in front of Evalyn Goeringer. He suggested that the town put in a corrugated pipe for the drainage issue. Alan Wilkins explained the process that public works completed while cleaning out the ditch. He also reported that as soon as the weather dries out that public works will rake out the area and plant grass.   

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported that he had a meeting last week with Aaron Burkhalter from the Skagit Valley Herald, who is writing profiles of several towns and communities in the county. He also reported that he will be out of town from April 22 through April 24.

Announcements: Jason Miller announced that he and Eric (Rick) Archuletta will attend a Main Street Revitalization Conference in Walla Walla from May 11-13. Mayor Wilson stated that he would also like to attend.  

Executive Session: None

 
Adjournment: Mike Criner made a motion for adjournment at 8:23 p.m. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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