Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
March 28, 2011

 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller (arrived at 7:01 p.m.).

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter and Town Planner Rick Cisar.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Doug Gates, Don Payne, Evalyn Goeringer, Carol Fabrick and Jim Hobbs.   
Public Participation: None 

Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson stated that an emergency declaration was made for the Burpee Hill Road damage on March 25, 2011, for an incident period of January 11-21, 2011. Mayor Wilson reported that Burpee Hill Road may need to be closed for two-four (2-4) weeks for the long-term repair. Mayor Wilson stated that Jim Hobbs and Andrea Fichter will work on getting the funding secured. Discussion ensued on the timeline of the grant application and funding award. Andrea Fichter stated that it could be anywhere from three (3) to six (6) months before applications are approved and funding is actually secured.  Mayor Wilson also reported that he has Rich Philips contacting the Northwest Clean Air Agency regarding a fire department training burn for one of the houses acquired by the town. He also stated that he would like to include the Marblemount, Rockport, Grassmere, Birdsview and Hamilton fire departments in this training.  Jack Mears gave a report on a ticket that was issued in the school zone while kids were in session but not present. Mayor Wilson also reported on an incident at the school where he called the Sheriff to report a reckless driver. Paul Rider reported that the speeding on Cedar Street has not stopped. He inquired about installing speed bumps on this road. Jim Hobbs stated that he would look into this for the town. He reported that drainage, proper signage, drive-arounds, and other items need to be considered. 

Discussion ensued on the placement of the lighting on Cedar Street and Cedar Park. Mayor and Council discussed the different proposed locations and the need for the lighting in more areas than others. 

Jack Mears made a motion to install SL1 through SL4 as illustrated for Cedar Street and SL2 on Cedar Park. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim reported that he spoke with the Mayor today regarding the emergency declaration being made and he will begin to move forward on securing funding. Jim also explained the various steps involved with securing funding and getting the construction plans approved. He stated that he will speak with Alysha Kaplan from the State Department of Emergency Management and report back to Council at the next meeting. 

Jim reported that the Water Comprehensive Plan update has been submitted to the Lynden office for internal review. He stated that he does not have an exact completion date, but should have a more definite date for Council at its next meeting. 

Jason Miller questioned the work that was done on Burpee Hill Road by Skagit County. Jason stated that he thought that they were going to remove all the pavement between the cracks in the road, fill the voids and then gravel the roadway. Jim stated that when the pavement was peeled back they didn’t see the voids that they had anticipated. He stated that they chose to remove a minimal amount of pavement so further water could not seep into the cracks and voids, causing further issues. Jim explained the process and what was completed regarding the temporary fix. Jim stated that Geo Engineers does not believe that a catastrophic event will occur, and that he doesn’t believe that a load limit needs to be enforced at this time. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: March 14, 2011

· Claims Warrants: #26310-#26323

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: Nothing further.  


New Business: Resolution #2011-04 – Healthy Food and Beverage Policy: Andrea Fichter reported that this is a recommended policy adoption by AWC’s Wellness Program. She stated that this policy will assist in obtaining the 2% cash back on medical coverage. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve Resolution #2011-04. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution #2011-05 – Sole Source Provider of Fuel: Andrea Fichter explained that this is an update to a previous resolution and the need to name a sole source provider. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve Resolution #2011-05. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution #2011-06 – 2011 Amended Fee Schedule: Andrea Fichter stated that the fee schedule needed to be amended to include the fees for the community garden bed rentals. 

Paul Rider made a motion to approve Resolution #2011-06. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution #2011-07 – Upper Valley Awareness Task Force: Mike Criner made a motion to approve Resolution #2011-07. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution #2011-08 – Ownership Transfer of Ford Dump Truck, Concrete School District: Mike Criner made a motion to approve Resolution #2011-08. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ordinance #680 – Community Garden Rules and Regulations: Mike Criner made a motion to approve Ordinance #680. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ordinance #681 – General Fund Budget Amendment: Andrea Fichter explained that this is to account for grant funds received from FEMA and the State Department of Emergency Management for the landslide property acquisitions. 

Ordinance #682 – Community Garden Task Force: Mike Criner made a motion to approve Ordinance #682. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion Items: 
Town Center Street Sweeping: Andrea Fichter reported that Alan Wilkins and Rich Philips have been discussing a schedule and looking into proper language for the signs. 
Superior Building: Nothing new.  
Dennis Harkless: David Day reported that the date to receive payment by was extended to April 1, 2011.  

Time Capsule Placement and Sealing: Mayor Wilson reported that the copper box is being built and the date for placement has been set for Cascade Days weekend.  

Council Reports: Airport: Mike Criner/Jack Mears: Jack Mears stated that Ed Brown on lot #8 would like to install water faucets for planting grass and shrubs.  Jack stated that he believes that Ed would do the trenching and other work, and the town would make the connection. Discussion ensued regarding town codes and any charges associated with this. It was the consensus of the Council to discuss further after Alan can look into this and the town codes can be researched. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that new Parks Committee member Dani Magee and some of her kids weeded the area around the Town Center sign. He also reported that her daughter will repaint the bollards at Silo Park after Public Works gets them pressure washed. Discussion ensued regarding the placement of ball fields and the possible re-route of Lorenzen Creek within Silo Park. 

Audience member Doug Gates stated that he believes that the park should be more for kid activities than for adult-related activities. He also stated that the community garden is a good thing, but he would like to see more things for the kids to do. 

Paul Rider reported that a good park design to look at would be the one in Auburn near Lake Tapps. Paul also stated that he understands the need to move Lorenzen Creek, but he would also like to see ball fields constructed. Jim Hobbs questioned if the town would be seeking funding for this re-route that he could help research. 

Visioning: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported the next meeting will be held on April 13 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots Lounge. He also reported the second Imagine Concrete workshop will be held on April 16 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the high school Commons room. Jason also reported that they got the trenching done and water lines installed for the yard hydrants at the community garden. He also reported that he is hoping to get the gazebo installed in May, has received a seed donation, and Ed Rogge donated a livestock gate that was installed on Saturday. He also reported that he is still working on the details for the shed. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick reported that the next Planning Commission meeting will be held on April 19, 2011. He also reported that he, Bob Warriner, Jason and Alan had walked the relocation corridor for Lorenzen Creek last week. He stated that Bob Warriner was very supportive of the project. Rick also reported that Bob Warriner is going to speak with the tribes on the town’s behalf to get this project moving forward. Rick also stated that when the town put this out to bid originally, a low bid was received from a company that is no longer in business. Rick contacted the second lowest bidder who agreed to adhere to the first company’s original low bid of $3,070.00. Rick requested approval from Council to move forward with the survey with Bob Warriner’s recommendation. It was the consensus of the Council to move forward with the survey.  Rick also reported that he had spoken with David Day to request that he contact Cal Portland’s attorney to discuss putting exemptions on the park property to allow the town to construct a public safety building. Rick also reported that the lagoon decommissiong plan is finalized and can be completed when funding is secured. He also reported that he has a meeting scheduled with Puget Sound Energy next week to discuss their building permit for the power house. Rick also reported that Drake Jansen, student Planning Commissioner, will be at the next Council meeting to discuss suggestions made by high school students.

Historical Preservation: Rick Cisar: Rick reported the first meeting went really well. He stated that Megan Duvall gave a great PowerPoint presentation and discussed all the steps associated with historic preservation. He reported that David Soule had been elected chairman and Eric Archuletta had been elected chairman pro-tem. Rick discussed a grant opportunity that is given out by the State of Washington that the commission would like to apply for to fund a feasibility study on the Superior Building. It was the consensus of the Council to proceed with the submittal of the grant application. Rick stated that once the bylaws are submitted along with each commissioner’s statement, the town would then be certified as a Certified Local Government. Rick stated that the commission will hold its next meeting on May 10, 2011 at 6 p.m. at Town Hall.  

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea stated that the February Treasurer’s report was included in their packets. She requested direction from the Council regarding an in-town business that has not renewed its business licenses or paid its Town Center sign maintenance fees. She stated that a letter had been mailed, giving them until March 31 to have all fees paid. She also reported that if this is not paid by March 31, the town code states that a fine not to exceed $500.00 shall be assessed along with revocation of their business license. She requested that Council give her a definite figure for what amount to charge. It was the consensus of the Council to charge a fine of $150.00 if not paid in full by end of day Thursday. David Day stated that if the town proceeds with having to revoke its license and the business is shut down, this business would have to reapply for its liquor license as well, which can be very costly. It was asked what the total amount due was. Andrea Fichter stated that they only owe $90.50 to bring the business license and Town Center sign fees current. It was the consensus of the Council to contact said owners in person to remind them that their payment must be made in order to avoid further fines and fees. Mayor Wilson and Jason Miller stated that they would make a site visit to remind the owners that this needs to be paid in full before March 31. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: No report.  

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson stated that he will be out of town April 1-3 and April 22-24.  

Announcements: Jason Miller reminded the Council about the children’s garden beds for kids and the First Bloom beds at the community garden. He also reported that he has spoken to several high school students who are interested in volunteering at the community garden to fulfill their high school volunteer hour requirements. 

Evalyn Goeringer announced that North Cascade Veterinary Hospital will be in town on April 19 from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. and then every third Tuesday of the month after that. They will be setting up in the old police station. She stated that no appointments are necessary and the immunizations and nail clippings are done at a reduced rate. 

Mayor Wilson announced that the community lost a longtime resident, Sonny Johnson, this morning. 

Mayor Wilson also reported that the town received approval on the grant for the Veterans Memorial.

Executive Session: None

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 8:49 p.m. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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