Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
March 14, 2011

 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter and Town Planner Rick Cisar.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Evalyn Goeringer, Dave Pfeiffer and Allen and Carol Fabrick.  
Public Participation: Mayor Wilson moved the discussion item of time capsule placement and sealing to this portion of the meeting. Mayor Wilson reported that he had met with Mike Petracelli and Mike Meddling from Cal Portland today to discuss the placement and sealing of the time capsule. Discussion ensued regarding possible dates for the placement to occur. It was the consensus of all involved, to do this during this year’s Cascade Days celebration. Discussion ensued on the need to seal the back of the monument prior to placement of the time capsule, being able to remove the top of the monument to place the time capsule, and also insuring that the monument will be vandal-proof to protect the time capsule. 

Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson stated that the Sheriff’s deputies are doing a great job. Jason Miller reported that he had spoken with Sharon Dillon regarding the speed limit change at the intersection of Dalles Rd. and State Route 20. He reported that Sharon will contact him regarding the date as soon as she confirms it with Department of Transportation.  

Paul Rider reported that he has called 911 twice to report vehicles not stopping at the four (4) way stop sign on Cedar Street and South Park Ave.; usually this happens right after school lets out. He stated that he has seen a deputy monitoring this area since the calls were made. 

Mayor Wilson stated that Burpee Hill Rd. is open, for how long, he’s not certain. Jason Miller questioned the work that the County completed and what further work will be done on the permanent fix. Jason stated that he would call Jim Hobbs on his cell to discuss this with him. Don Payne stated that as a business owner in town, he appreciates having the road open. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: No report.   

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: February 28, 2011 (Held March 1, 2011)

· Claims Warrants: #26280-#26309

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: Cedar Street Overhead Lighting and Streetlights – Intolight Quotes: Discussion ensued on the lighting quotes and the current and proposed locations of these lights. Alan Wilkins stated that he believes the full amount of the quote is for four (4) lights and he believes the town will only need to purchase two (2). Further discussion ensued on the existing lights and where the street is the darkest and would need more lighting. Alan suggested that the Council drive down that section of road at night to determine where they believe the lighting should be installed. Consensus to bring this item back to the next meeting for further discussion. 


New Business: Event Application – Girl Scout 2010 Bridging:  Jackie Bridge reported that every year they have a bridging ceremony for the girls and they would like to have the event in town this year. She stated that they would like to have the Thompson Bridge closed for about fifteen (15) minutes while the troops and their families cross the bridge. Jason Miller questioned what exactly a bridging ceremony is. Jackie stated that when the girls move from one age group up to next one, it’s called Bridging. Discussion ensued on parking availability and which park they would like to use for their picnic. Someone from the Girl Scouts will contact the town prior to the event to let the town know for sure which park they will be using. 

Paul Rider made a motion to approve the events application. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
Discussion Items: Council Member Re-Elections: Andrea Fichter reported that this is a reminder that Mike Criner, Paul Rider, Jack Mears and Marla Reed are all up for re-election this year. 

Paul Rider reported that he will not be running for re-election this year. He stated that he will be dedicating more time to Youth Dynamics and he has also volunteered for a tour of duty in Afghanistan. 

Town Wide Clean-Up Day: It was the consensus of the Council to hold the clean-up days on June 24-26 this year. 

Town Center Street Sweeping: Alan Wilkins stated that he still needs to order the signs and have Rich Philips start training Dale Angell on the street sweeper.  
Superior Building: Nothing new.  
Dennis Harkless: David Day stated that he had received a phone call from Harkless’ attorney, who requested the total payout amount. David Day stated that the town is supposed to receive full payment by Friday, March 18, 2011. 

Time Capsule Placement and Sealing: Nothing further. 

Upper Skagit Valley Task Force: Andrea Fichter stated that the town used to give 7.5% of its liquor profits and liquor excise tax to the East Valley Community Care Team. She reported that when this organization disbanded, the town stopped contributing these funds. Andrea Fichter reported that the Upper Skagit Valley Task Force works in somewhat the same capacity as the East Valley Community Care Team did, and that the town is required by law to contribute a certain percentage of the liquor and liquor excise tax profits. It was the consensus of the Council to set up the Upper Skagit Valley Task Force the same as the East Valley Community Care Team had been. 
Freeman property: David Day stated that he is waiting to hear back from the title company regarding this property. Mayor Wilson reported on a request made by the Sheriff’s Office for the use of one of the acquired homes for training purposes. He also stated that Andrea Fichter has suggested that the town get some type of release of liability from the Sheriff Office first. It was the consensus of the Council to allow the Sheriff’s Office to use one of the homes for training purposes if a release is prepared first.

Council Reports: Airport: Mike Criner/Jack Mears: Jack Mears reported that the radio station got the dish and other equipment installed today. He also reported that they still have some other work to do in the area before the equipment is up and working. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that a Parks Committee meeting was held this evening. He stated that Nicolette Thornton will begin working on cleaning out the flower beds at Town Hall, around the Town Center sign, Bear Square and at the welcome sign on State Route 20 and Superior Ave. He also introduced a new Parks Committee member, Judie Legg. He also reported that they had discussed adding a new split rail fence and removing some possible danger trees at the Garden Club Park. Jason also reported that it was discussed to possibly have the horseshoe pits installed at Silo Park instead of the Garden Club Park. Jason also reported that once the lagoon is decommissioned, the stock piles moved to a new location at the wastewater treatment plant they could possibly clean that area up and utilize the paved area for a tennis court, volleyball, and badminton. He also stated that they would eventually like to cap this area but leave it open-aired. Jason also reported that the Town Center sign needs some black mildew removed and then coated again with oil, and that he also needs to get a second coat of stain on the fence around the Town Center sign. He also reported that Alan Wilkins will be working with Dani Magee’s daughter to get the Silo Park bollards prepped and painted so they can finish running the cable. 

Visioning: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the next Imagine Concrete meeting will be held April 13 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots Lounge, and the 2-year Imagine Concrete workshop is scheduled for April 16 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the High School commons room.  Jason requested that the Mayor attend the workshop to give a few introductory remarks. Jason reported that if the weather will cooperate, they will begin installing water at the Community Garden this week or next. He also reported that all but three (3) beds are in place, level and full of dirt. He also reported on three (3) beds that will be paid for and donated to families who may not be able to afford the rental fees. Jason referred the Council to three (3) documents included in their packets. He and Andrea Fichter updated them on the ordinances being developed to establish a Community Garden Task Force and the rules and regulations for the garden. Andrea stated that the 2011 fee schedule will also have to be amended to include the fees for the bed rentals. Jason reported that the North Cascade Institute is going to donate compost for the garden and Jen Goforth has some seeds to donate as well. Jason gave an update on the plan for the gazebo roof and the money being donated for the construction of the gazebo. Jason also reported that he has a preliminary design for the shed and will work up a material list before seeking material and/or monetary donations.  
Department Reports: Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick Cisar reported on the resignation of Dani Magee from the Planning Commission. He reported that she would still like to be involved on the Parks Committee. Rick reported on a meeting that Judie Legg had with Sharon Dillon regarding emergency evacuation plan and signage for this area. Rick reported that he has issued SEPAs for the bio-solids plan and the decommissioning of the lagoon. He also reported that he is working with PSE on two (2) fill and grade permits for the construction of the power plant and the boring for the turbine. He also reported on a call he received from a surveyor who is working with Richard Johnson’s son on a possible short plat application. Rick also handed out a summary of the Envision Skagit 2060 meeting that was held in town in February. 

Historical Preservation: Rick Cisar: Rick reported that the first meeting will be held on March 22 at 6 p.m. He reported that Megan Duvall, who is the Certified Local Government Coordinator, will be at the meeting. Rick also handed out a flyer that detailed a conference that will be held in Walla Walla that he would like at least two (2) of the members to. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: No report. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: No report.  

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson questioned the community movie nights and how many the Council would like to hold this year. It was the consensus of the Council to hold at least three (3) movie nights. 

Announcements: Jason Miller reported that the town was not awarded the Soroptimist International of Sedro-Woolley grant for the public restrooms. 

Executive Session: None

 
Adjournment: Paul Rider made a motion for adjournment at 8:18 p.m. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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