Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
February 28, 2011

Held March 1, 2011
 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Mike Criner made a motion to excuse Paul Rider and Jack Mears. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Paul Rider arrived at 7:07 p.m.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter and Town Planner Rick Cisar.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Crissie Wilson, Allen and Carol Fabrick, Dave Pfeiffer, Don Payne, Jaesen Meacham, Dan Pfluger, Lorri Pfluger, and Dan Almajuela. 
Public Participation: Don Payne – Burpee Hill Rd: Don Payne turned in a petition signed by him and some of the local business owners regarding the closure of Burpee Hill and the effect that the closure is having on local businesses. He stated that he would like to suggest that at least one lane be open to traffic. He stated that he would like to encourage the town to move forward on getting the road open. 

Mayor Wilson stated that until he receives an absolute guarantee to ensure life safety from the town engineer and/or GeoEngineers, he will not open the road. He stated that his first concern is life safety. Mayor Wilson introduced Jim Hobbs for a further update. 

Jim stated that they have been working on the road for the past three (3) weeks trying to determine both a temporary and permanent fix. He stated that he has been speaking with Skagit County and Commissioner Dillon, and things were actually on schedule to begin with the temporary fix last week until the weather had Skagit County crews committed elsewhere. Jim stated that he is hoping that they will be able to return their focus to Burpee Hill Road toward the end of this week or beginning of next week. Jim explained the procedure for opening one lane of traffic. He stated that near the upper slide area, that pavement would have to be removed to expose the fractured areas and voids. He stated that the voids would be filled with riprap and other fill, and then jersey barriers would be placed to keep the road open to one lane only. He also reported that this process would take approximately two days to complete. Jim stated that the County will also prepare signage notifying drivers of the one lane and any weight limitations. He also reported that once the one lane is completed, the town will hopefully qualify for FEMA funds and then they can work on a more permanent fix. Jim stated that he realized the hardship this road closure is putting on the residents and the town. 

Jason Miller questioned if the entire pavement would be removed from both slide areas. Jim explained the process for removing the pavement and straddling the voids. 

Mike Criner questioned what the possibilities are for a permanent fix. Jim updated on the possibility of the mitigation, drainage, paving and bringing the road back to existing conditions. If the town uses FEMA funds they will not be able to do any alterations; they will only be able to bring the road back to pre-disaster condition. He reported that he still needs to determine quantities and drainage to keep the road bed from getting saturated. 

Mayor Wilson stated that he realized that is a huge inconvenience for residents and businesses, but hopefully we will be able to get the one way open by the end of the week. 

Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported on the great job that Public Works has been doing plowing. He stated that Rich Philips had put in around twenty-five (25) hours over the weekend. Mayor Wilson helped with plowing on Saturday and Sunday. He also reported on the Sheriff’s most recent incident report and stated that each council member should have a copy. He also requested that the Town Council consider surplussing the old Dodge pickup to the Concrete School District. Discussion ensued on the need for extra vehicles to plow snow and possibly being able to sell the already surplussed dump truck to the school. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Nothing further.  

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: February 14, 2011

· Claims Warrants: #26262 - #26279

· Payroll Warrants
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: Resolution #2011-03 – Sockeye Express: Mike Criner made a motion to approve Resolution #2011-03. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  


New Business: Event Application – Mardi Gras: Mike Criner made a motion to approve. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: Town Center Street Sweeping: Nothing new.  
Superior Building: Nothing new.  
Dennis Harkless: David Day stated that this is scheduled for default on Friday, but as of yet he has not heard anything from Mr. Harkless or his attorney. 

Time Capsule Placement and Sealing: Mayor Wilson that Mike Petracelli will be at the next meeting to update the council on the steps for placement and sealing of the time capsule.  

Council Reports: Airport: Mike Criner/Jack Mears: Mike Criner stated that Jack was unable to get quotes for the blacktop due to weather.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the Parks Committee meetings will be held on the second Monday (first Council meeting) of each month at 6:15 p.m. prior to the Council meeting.  

Visioning: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the next meeting will be held March 8 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots Lounge and that the next workshop is scheduled for April 16 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. He stated that this workshop will recap the last two years and what the community would like to see in the future.  Jason also discussed the work completed at the Community Garden and the next steps with the water line installation. He also discussed the donated gazebo and what the plans are for this. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick Cisar reported that the Planning Commission meeting scheduled for this evening was rescheduled to next Tuesday, March 8,  due to weather and the Council meeting being held this evening. Rick reported on the shorelines and stated that these areas are being studied for what the actual land use and habitat of these areas would be. Rick also reported on some of the historical markers and the significance of these areas. Rick also reported on the possibility of the town implementing a flood hazard/mitigation plan for town limits and outlying areas. Rick also stated that he has been working with Alan Wilkins and Jim Hobbs on the plan to decommission the lagoon. He stated that they will remove roughly 180,000 gallons of biosolids and will need approximately 14,000 yards of structural fill. Rick reported that he got the temporary use permit issued to Puget Sound Energy, and they are moving forward with the installation of the construction trailer. Rick also reported that he spoke with Bob Warriner from the Department of Fisheries and he will be here on March 24 to walk Lorenzen Creek to better determine if it will be possible to reroute the creek. 

Historical Preservation: Rick Cisar: Rick reported that due to the weather, the February meeting was canceled. He reported that the meeting has been rescheduled for March 22. Megan from the state will be there to give a brief update and training on these types of commissions. He also reported that the town is now a Certified Local Government. He referred the Mayor and Council to a two (2) page handout that explained what a Certified Local Government is and can do. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea Fichter reported that she will attend annual report training tomorrow and that she has given the annual report to Paul Rider for review. She stated that the resolution approved earlier will allow the museum to pay and transfer ownership of the Sockeye Express back to the Concrete Heritage Museum. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan Wilkins reported that he was out all last week due to kidney stones. He suggested that funds be set aside each year to save money for the replacement of the red Dodge pickup. He also suggested that the town enter into a service and maintenance agreement with Control Engineers for work on the SCATA system at the wastewater treatment plant. He stated that Control Engineers retain the proper license for making certain changes and updates. He stated that he will contact Control Engineers to discuss options for a service agreement of some kind and bring the terms and pricing back to Council. He also stated that Rich Philips and Dale Angell did a great job of plowing during his absence. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson stated that his vacation was great. He also reported that we are still waiting to hear back from the auditors regarding the audit. Andrea Fichter stated that the auditors were finally able to get a response back and ask questions and now the town will get their chance to respond to the same questions. She also stated that the auditors said that the exit conference should take place before the end of this month. 

David Day reported that the money for the Freeman property was taken to Superior Court with a hearing scheduled for this Friday. He stated that hopefully after this hearing takes place, the courts will force the mortgage company to clear title. 

Announcements: Paul Rider stated the Combat Flag Presentation that took place at the school turned out great. 

Executive Session: None

 
Adjournment: Paul Rider made a motion for adjournment at 7:48 p.m. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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