Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
January 24, 2011
 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Paul Rider, Jack Mears, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter and Town Planner Rick Cisar.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Jim Hobbs, John Boggs, and Rick Archuletta
Public Participation: None
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported on the house on Eriksen Place that had been recently tagged with graffiti. Mayor Wilson reported one of the kids was caught by a Sheriff’s deputy and is currently in juvenile hall, one came to his house to offer to paint over the graffiti, and the other two kids have not come forward, but the deputies know who they are. 
Mayor Wilson also reported on the work that Public Works has been doing to the plugged Lorenzen Creek culvert that runs under Main Street. Alan Wilkins gave an update on the work they have completed so far and what their next steps are in trying to get it unplugged. 

Mayor Wilson also reported that there has been some movement and dropping of Burpee Hill Road. He stated that this road is closed and will remain so until further notice. Audience member John Boggs stated that he would like to know why the town doesn’t have at least one lane open. He stated that when there was a similar issue farther up the road, the County kept one lane open to local traffic. He also stated that there used to be a load limit on that road and wanted to know if not having the load limit now and allowing trucks to use the road could be what caused some of the damage. Jim Hobbs stated a load limit may be imposed in the future. Jim also stated that until the extent of the damage can be fully determined, he is not comfortable recommending that the town open this road.

Alan Wilkins also gave an update on the sink holes in Silo Park. He gave a brief update on how these are holes are being filled in and what fill they may use for future occurrences.  

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim reported that he has been in contact with the State Department of Emergency Management to discuss options for the repair of Burpee Hill Road. He was informed that not as much rain/snow damage occurred at that site as other sites, so it may take longer to get funding from FEMA, if at all. Jim stated that he has been working with GeoEngineers on further analysis of the damage and developing a solution for repair. Jim also reported that drill rigs are scheduled to begin coring this week.  He also stated that he has coordinated with the surveyor to survey the baselines. Jim stated that he is recommending that the town continue to keep traffic off this road for now. He reported that the coring will hopefully help to determine where the actual failure plane is located and how deep the cracks are. Jim discussed and explained the coring process and what it will help to determine. He reported that the initial observation made by GeoEngineers was that there was not a risk to life safety situation below the hill. 

Jim reported that they are also working on completing the Water Comprehensive Plan update.  

Consent Agenda
· Town Council Minutes: January 10, 2011

· Claims Warrants: #26192-#26224
Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda, along with the pre-approval of the warrant to pay Payne Enterprises for the work on the Superior Building once Public Works Director Alan Wilkins determines and states that the work is complete. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: Historic Preservation and Landmark Commission Appointments: Rick Cisar referred the Council to the staff report included in the Council packets. Rick reviewed the requirement for the professional memberships on this commission and also noted that the commission will include one Council member, two Planning Commission members, and two Imagine Concrete members. He referred the Mayor and Council to the names included in the staff report that he is recommending for appointment. He also stated that they are discussing holding the meetings on the second Tuesday of each month. 

Paul Rider made a motion to appoint the recommended persons to the commission. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried with Jason Miller recused. 

Aramark – Quote on Coverall/Uniform Services: Andrea Fichter stated that the amounts included in the quote are correct. Discussion ensued on the price and the number of coveralls that would be needed. It was the consensus of the Council to proceed with obtaining coverall services. 

New Business: Veterans Memorial Proposal: Paul Rider updated on the article that he had read in the Skagit Valley Herald and the research that he has completed regarding constructing a Veterans Monument. He stated that they only give $1,000 to $2,000 grants for these projects. Paul stated that he would like to install this monument next to the Town Center Sign across from Douglas Vose III Way. He further described his ideas for the monument. He stated that he would like to get a feel from the Council and the community before proceeding any further to ensure that this would be a supported project. Discussion ensued regarding different ideas for this. It was discussed to start at the Town Center Sign and move north up the west side of the Town Park, planting trees and installing plaques with names of local residents who were killed or served in the armed forces, and end at the Redwood (Giant Sequoia?) tree. It was discussed that permission would need to be obtained from the School District to utilize its property. 

Discussion Items: 

Town Center Street Sweeping: Jason Miller reported that he has heard numerous complaints regarding the Town Center street sweeping not being done. Jason stated that he realizes that setting a street sweeping schedule can be difficult, but he would like to see a schedule developed. He suggested putting up signs detailing the times and days that street sweeping would take place, so that businesses owners and residents are aware that they should not park on the street during that time. Alan Wilkins stated that he would work with Rich Philips on setting a schedule and getting signs placed. Discussion ensued on the signage language and trying to get the streets swept every other Friday.  

Superior Building: Eric Archuletta reported that many volunteer hours have been put into cleaning out this building and he would like to see the skylight plugged and dehumidifiers placed inside the building to get it dried out. Discussion ensued on the other open windows and where the water from the roof will run once the holes are plugged. Eric also updated the Council on an e-mail received from Larry Johnson regarding the restoration of this building and what the next steps should be. He went over a list of items that Mr. Johnson suggested be done before the new roof is placed. Jason Miller gave audience member and newly appointed Historical Preservation Commission member, David Seole a brief update on the work that has been completed so far with regard to the Superior Building restoration. Further discussion ensued regarding getting the building weathertight, the short-term goals, getting a new roof constructed by October of this year and the type of roof that should be installed. 
Dennis Harkless: David Day reported that a letter has been sent to Mr. Harkless’ attorney stating the amount owed to bring his lease current. 


Richard Johnson – Main Street Property:  David Day updated on the foreclosure and bankruptcy status of the Main Street property against which the town has a utility lien. He reported on the next steps and whose responsibility it would be to pay for the utilities and legal fees. 

Hazard Mitigation Grant, Freeman Property: David Day stated that the town has closed on four of the five homes in the landslide area. He also reported on the attempted foreclosure of the Freeman’s property by their mortgage company. He reported that the judge on the case ruled that the foreclosure process be halted. Discussion ensued on the grant end date and the town’s ability to purchase the property before that time. It was the consensus of the Council to send an offer to the courts to finalize payment and get a clear title for this property. It was the consensus of the Council to have this finalized by March 31, 2011. 
Time Capsule Placement and Sealing: Mayor Wilson reported that he has a meeting with Mike Petracelli this week to discuss the placement of the time capsule.  

Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner/Jack Mears: Jack Mears reminded the Mayor, Council and audience members that the Veterans Stand-down will take place this weekend, and that the Airport Lounge will serve as a location for haircuts and showers. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that he had spoken with Jim Barborinas regarding the Redwood (Giant Sequoia?) tree in Town Park. Jason stated that the next time Barborinas is in the area, he will take a look at this tree and help the town determine what type of tree it is, what can be planted around it and what kind of condition the tree is in.

Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported the next meeting will be February 9 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots Lounge. He also reported that Imagine Concrete is continuing to work on getting its 501(c) (3) status, when it will officially become known as Imagine Concrete Foundation. Jason Miller also requested that the Council retract its decision to reimburse Concrete Herald for the Community Garden storage. He thanked Jack Mears for suggesting the reimbursement in the first place, but stated that this reimbursement is using Community Garden funds that could be used for other needed purchases. 

Jason Miller made a motion to cancel this reimbursement. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Jason also reported that he is hoping to begin installing water at the Community Garden in February. Discussion ensued on where to place the public restroom and getting the grant request for this submitted. Jason stated that he will get a draft of the grant request to the Mayor for his review before submitting it. He also reported that he is working on building the raised beds and will again be working with Alan Wilkins on getting the bed spots leveled prior to installing them. Jason also stated that another visioning workshop will take place on either April 16 or April 23 of this year at the High School Commons. Jason also handed out a working draft of the logo for the Community Garden and also the language and quote for the sign that will be installed on the fence at the Superior Building. 

Jason Miller gave an update on the Veterans Memorial proposal for Concrete School District Superintendent Barb Hawkings, who arrived late to the meeting. He described the town’s idea and requested permission from the School District to utilize the Town Park property. Ms. Hawkings stated the town had the School District’s approval for this. 

Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick Cisar reported that the Planning Commission had met on January 11. He handed out an updated contact list for the Planning Commission. He also reported that the most recent Planning Commission minutes were included in the Council packets. Rick also updated the Council on the Planning Commission appointments for 2011. He also reminded the Mayor, Council and audience that an Envision Skagit 2060 meeting will take place on February 8th from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the High School Commons. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea Fichter reported that she had met with Dan Bannier earlier that day to discuss the utility rate study and to begin compiling the needed paperwork and numbers for him to complete it. She also reported on the workshops that will take place prior to a recommendation being made to the Council. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan Wilkins reported on a suggestion from the Department of Ecology with regard to upgrading the wastewater system. He reported that during the recent rain storms, they had a significant increase in the amount of water flowing into the treatment plant. He stated that there are many areas that need to be upgraded or fixed. He stated that there may be grant funding available for this. He reported that he would like to hire a company to camera the entire system to determine where the cracks or failures are located. Alan stated that once these are fixed, it should reduce the amount of water flowing into the treatment plant. He also reported on what the increased amount of flow does to the treatment plant and the membranes. Jim Hobbs stated that his company had done some similar work for the city of Sedro-Woolley. It was the consensus of the Council to proceed with quotes for having this work completed.  

Mayor’s Report: Mike Criner questioned the old school bus that had been discussed at previous meetings.  Mayor Wilson stated that they have not yet received the vehicle but he will forward pictures to the Council. 

Announcements: Barb Hawkings announced that there will be a flag and banner presentation at the Concrete School on February 17, at 1 p.m. by Charles Ross.    

Executive Session: None

 
Adjournment: Paul Rider made a motion for adjournment at 8:49 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller

PAGE 
i
January 24, 2011



