Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
January 11, 2011
 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Paul Rider, Jack Mears, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, and Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Jim Hobbs, Dave McConnell, Allen and Carol Fabrick, Evalyn Goeringer, Don Payne, Fred Harrison. 
Public Participation: Mike Kult – Eagles F.O.E. 1444, Consolidation of Water/Sewer Connections: Mayor Wilson updated the Council on this request in the absence of Mike Kult. Mayor Wilson stated that the Eagles is requesting that their two current connections be consolidated into one connection charge. Public Works Director Alan Wilkins stated that before this building was purchased by the Eagles it used to be two buildings, requiring two connections. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the request to charge for one connection. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

Ryan Rainey – 7653 South Park Avenue, Water Termination Dispute: Absent. 

Special Presentations:
Public Safety: Mayor Wilson moved the discussion item of illegal smoking in the town center to this portion of the meeting. Mike Criner reported on a complaint he had received from a local business owner who had stated that several of her patrons commented they would not be coming back to her establishment or visit the Town Center area in Concrete if the smoking on the sidewalks continues. Mayor Wilson requested from Deputy Harrison how this would be enforced by the Sheriff’s office. Deputy Harrison stated that it would have to be the same for all businesses. He stated that first a verbal warning would be given to the individual, then a written warning, and the third occurrence would result in a citation that could include a fine of up to $100.00. Deputy Harrison stated that he personally has only received one complaint regarding the smoking within 25 feet of a public entrance. He also stated that if this is something the Council would like to see enforced, he will pass it along to Sergeant Adams and they will begin enforcing this particular item. Jason Miller stated that his intent would be to get the smokers to use the back alleys instead of the Main Street sidewalks. It was the consensus of the Council and Mayor to have the Sheriff’s deputies begin enforcing this more strictly. Deputy Harrison stated that he will inform Sergeant Adams of the town’s decision.   

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim gave a brief update on the right-of-way survey that was completed at the northwest corner of Town Park. He stated that the redwood tree is clearly within the town’s right-of-way. He also stated that while there were still markings on the ground and stakes in the ground, pictures were taken for reference. 

Jim also reported that he and Public Works Director Alan Wilkins had walked the Main Street sidewalk project to determine the punch list items that can be completed by the town. He stated that with the amount of work that still needs to be completed, he and Alan both felt that it could be completed by the town and possible volunteer labor. He stated that a small amount of crushed rock and topsoil would be needed, a few potholes filled in and a minimal amount of sidewalk repair. He stated that it would have to wait until spring to complete and should only cost around $2,700.00 to complete. Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter requested an itemized cost break-down that she could forward to the funding agency. 

Jim also gave an update on the decommissioning of the sewer lagoon. He stated that the estimated costs would be around $220,000.00 for the gravel base and fill, along with a minimal amount of grading and terracing. He reported that the cost would be less if the town were able to use their own fill and trucking. Jack Mears questioned if the ground-up concrete from the old grade school would be suitable. Mayor Wilson stated that they would need to contact Jack Clifton and would also need to check with state agencies to verify if the fill would be suitable. Discussion ensued on the actual decommissioning, biosolids, and the testing the soil. Jim stated that he and Alan will need to sit down and go over the plans and discuss suitable and usable fill, and the alternatives. Jim also reported that they are awaiting final approval from the Department of Ecology on the plan that was submitted for the lagoon decommissioning. 

Jim also requested how the town would like to proceed with the survey that was completed on Eriksen Place. He stated that the monuments and markers were put in place and the survey needs to be recorded or abandoned. Discussion ensued on the current size of the right-of-way and what would be a suitable size. It was the consensus of the Council to reduce the right-of-way from seventy (70) feet to thirty-five (35) feet. Discussion also ensued on the possible shortening of this road. 

Jim reported that the modeling calibration has been completed on the Water Comprehensive Plan Update and they will finalize that this week. 

Paul Rider questioned the status of the Superior Sidewalk Project. Jim stated that this project has been put on hold until funding can be secured.

Consent Agenda
· Town Council Minutes: December 13, 2010

· Payroll Warrants: December 2010

· Claims Warrants 12-31-2010: #26158-#26191

· Claims Warrants: #26192-#26206

 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: Interlocal Agreement-Skagit Valley College, KSVR Radio Station: David Day updated on the correspondence between him and the College regarding the lease agreement. He stated that it was decided that an Interlocal agreement would be sufficient. Dave McConnell, station manager, addressed the Council, stating that they need Council approval prior to signatures being made by the College. It was stated that the primary studio will be in Mount Vernon and the Airport Lounge will serve as a broadcast link. Discussion ensued on having a studio in town in the future. It was stated that the station would like to have a studio in town, but representatives are still looking for a place to broadcast from. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the Interlocal agreement. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Superior Building Roof Debris Removal Agreement – Payne Enterprises: Mayor Wilson stated that he believed the Council had already approved this at the last meeting. Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter stated that the bid submitted by Payne Enterprises was accepted, but this is the actual agreement for the work. She also stated that she, David Day, and Don Payne had all reviewed the agreement. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the agreement. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Andrea Fichter stated that she will make sure that she has all the necessary paperwork and then will issue a notice to proceed. 


New Business: Aramark – Quote on Coverall/Uniform Services: Discussion ensued on the figures submitted by Aramark. It was the consensus of the Council to table this item until a more descriptive quote could be obtained.

*Ryan Rainey arrived late: This portion of the Public Participation was discussed at this point. Ryan Rainey – 7653 South Park Avenue, Water Termination Dispute: Mayor Wilson called upon Ryan Rainey. Ryan Rainey stated that he is disputing the illegal reconnection fee that he paid this last time. He stated that he does not feel that this fee was applied correctly. He stated that he is gone a lot and turns his water on and off as he comes and goes. David Day stated that this is not allowable under town code. Andrea Fichter stated that his water was shut off for nonpayment in September and was double checked in December. She reported that when it was checked in December, the water was on and the theft of services fee was added. Discussion ensued regarding the current situation and the fees associated with this. Ryan Rainey stated that he is disputing the charges and also stated that there was not a valve or lock on the meter this time so he could not have broken it. It was stated that this was broken during a previous incident but was not charged at that time. Ryan Rainey stated that he is disputing the $675 bill. Andrea Fichter stated that $500.00 was charged for the theft of services fee and $90.00 for the broken meter and that the remaining balance was for regular utility billing. Ryan Rainey agreed with this statement and stated that he is requesting relief for the $590.00. 

Jason Miller stated that he was inclined to refund the account for the $90.00 since it should have been billed/paid back in February and was not. All of the other Council members agreed with this statement with the exception of Jack Mears. Jack Mears stated that with the utility billing and payment history on this account he is in disagreement with refunding any of the charges. 

There was a majority decision of the Council to refund $90.00 back onto Ryan Rainey’s utility account. 

Ryan Rainey stated that he believes if he wants to push the issue, he could get all of the charges refunded.  
Discussion Items: 

Illegal Smoking in the Town Center: Nothing further. 

Street Lights: Jason Miller stated that he would like to see more street lights added to the Cedar Street and Cedar Park areas. He stated that he has heard numerous reports of suspicious behavior in those areas not properly lit. It was the consensus of the Council to proceed with adding lighting in this area. Mayor Wilson stated that he will also contact Sharon Dillon regarding possibly putting a street light at the intersection of Concrete Sauk Valley Road and Cedar Street. 

Superior Building: Jason Miller reported that historical preservation architect Larry Johnson would like to be notified of when the roof debris removal will begin. 
Dennis Harkless: David Day stated that he had received a phone call from Mr. Harkless’ attorney asking what the town wants. David stated that he will contact him and let him know that the town would like Dennis Harkless to sign a new lease and pay all lease amounts current. 
Time Capsule Placement and Sealing: Nothing new. 

Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner/Jack Mears: Jack Mears stated that he has spoken with Eric Johnson regarding the bi-annual airport report. He stated that he did complete this report online. Jack also reported on the Department of Transportation Aviation Division, which wants the town to add lights at the airport. Jack reported he does not believe that any of the leaseholders or town residents wants to see this happen. Jack also reported on getting a new quote from Guyline for installation of a rolling gate.  
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller stated that the Parks Committee had met this evening. He stated that they discussed installing water at the Community Garden. Jason reported that he all of the 2x6 boards for the beds have been cut and he has begun building the rental beds. He also reported on a grant opportunity from Soroptimists International of Sedro-Woolley, for the possible construction of public restrooms at Silo Park. 

Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that Imagine Concrete is working on getting their 501(c)(3) status. Doug Gates made a suggestion on where parking for the Community Garden could be added.  

Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Absent. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea Fichter reported that she spoke with the Auditor’s office and they are sending the audit report to Olympia for final review and then they will schedule an exit conference to close out the audit. She also reported that she is working on closing out 2010 and beginning 2011. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan Wilkins reported on a site visit from Enviroquip that will happen in the near future. 

Mayor’s Report: Nothing further.  

Announcements: Jason Miller congratulated Paul Rider on his new baby. He also reported that he had been told by Sharon Dillon that the speed limit on SR 20 will be reduced from 55 mph to 35 m.p.h. beginning on the west end of the Dalles Road and east to the existing 35 mph zone. He also announced that there will be an Envision Skagit meeting on February 8 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Concrete High School commons.   

Executive Session: None

 
Adjournment: Paul Rider made a motion for adjournment at 8:44 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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