Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
December 13, 2010
 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Paul Rider, Jack Mears, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter and Town Planner Rick Cisar.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Jim Hobbs, Carol Fabrick, John Boggs, Evalyn Goeringer, and Don Payne. 
Public Participation: None.

Special Presentations:
Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported bust of a drug house in town limits. He stated that Sheriff’s deputies reported that drug-related incidents have actually declined significantly in the past few years. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim Hobbs reported that the final draft of the plan for the lagoon commissioning has been submitted to Department of Ecology. He stated that once approval is received from the Department of Ecology, we will have to begin looking into actual funding for this project. Mayor Wilson questioned what the cost would be for the decommissioning. Jim stated that he would have to research this to get a definite cost. He also reported that the extension of the Main Street sidewalks had not been chosen for funding. Jim stated that he is still hopeful that the town will receive funding from the Safe Route to School program to complete the Superior Sidewalk project. He reported that with the budgets being slashed, there may not be as much state funds available, but there should be enough in federal funding. Jim also reported on the punch list items remaining on the Main Street Sidewalk project. He stated that topsoil needs to be placed, grass seed replanted, potholes and cracks repaired. Discussion ensued on what can be completed by town staff and what would need to be completed by a contractor. Andrea Fichter stated that the Transportation Improvement Board has approved payment to the subcontractors that had not been paid by JS & S Excavating. She stated that they are also willing to work with the town on paying a contractor to finish the punch list items if needed, but that the town needs to keep in mind that there are limited funds left in the grant. Andrea Fichter suggested that she and Jim sit down with Alan Wilkins and review the punch list to determine what could be completed by town staff and what would need to be completed by a contractor. 

Consent Agenda
· Town Council Minutes: November 22, 2010

· Town Council Workshop Minutes: November 22, 2010

· Payroll Warrants: November 2010

· Claims Warrants: #26114-#26157

 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: Historic Preservation Board, Ordinance #671: Rick Cisar reviewed the attached staff report. He reported that this ordinance would establish a Historic Preservation Board or Commission. He also reported that once the board or commission was established, appointments to it could then be made. He stated that he used a model ordinance as recommended by the State. He also reviewed the professional membership requirements. Jack Mears questioned what the benefit of the tax incentive would be to the home or business owner. Rick stated the building owner would come before the commission and request that the structure be added to the register. Once the structure is on the register, that would open doors for federal funding opportunities, as well as tax incentives. Paul Rider questioned the emergency repair section and if this would be the owner or the town’s responsibility. Rick stated that this would be the owner’s responsibility. 

Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing for comment at 7:25 p.m. With no comments from the public, Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing at 7:26 p.m.

Jason Miller made a motion to approve Ordinance #671. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Old Business: Ordinance #669 – 2011 Salaries: Jason Miller made a motion to approve Ordinance #669. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ordinance #670-2011 Budget: Mike Criner made a motion to approve Ordinance #670. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ordinance #672 – Amend CMC 9.24, Firearms: Andrea Fichter reported that Undersheriff Wayne Dowhaniuk had made a few suggested changes to the current firearms code section. She stated that the changes that were made would make the ordinance easier to enforce by the Skagit County Sheriff’s deputies. 

Paul Rider made a motion to approve Ordinance #672. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Superior Building Roof Debris Removal Bids: Mayor Wilson stated that two bids had been received for the debris removal. Mike Criner questioned if the lower-bidding contractor was sure he would be able to complete the project for that cost. Don Payne stated that he was confident that it could be completed for that amount. Andrea Fichter stated that there should not be any permitting costs, but she would check with Jack McCormick. She also stated that the dumpsters will be used at no cost to the town or the contractor. Discussion ensued on what to do with the hole in the roof once the debris is removed. Marla Reed stated that we should wait and see what can be seen once the debris has been removed. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the lower bid from Payne Enterprises. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Andrea Fichter stated that she and David Day will have a contract ready for the January 10, 2011 Council meeting. 


New Business: Agreement – Code Enforcement Officer: Andrea Fichter stated that this is the renewal for the Code Enforcement Officer’s contract for 2011-2012. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the contract. Paul Rider seconded the contract. The motion carried unanimously. 

Election of Mayor Pro-tem: Jason Miller nominated Paul Rider. Paul stated that with his military status, he being Mayor Pro-tem may not be a feasible idea for he may get called to duty at any time. No second to the nomination. Paul Rider nominated Jason Miller. Marla Reed seconded the nomination. The nomination and appointment for Jason Miller as Mayor Pro-tem carried unanimously. 

Resolution #2010-16: Andrea Fichter reported that this resolution will allow for the transfer of all remaining year-end Park Fund dollars to be transferred to the General Fund. 

Paul Rider made a motion to approve Resolution 2010-16. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution #2010-17-General Fund, Power Tax Revenues Transfer: Andrea Fichter stated that this resolution will allow for the temporary transfer of funds from the General Fund to the Sewer Fund using the revenues received from power tax collections. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve Resolution 2010-17. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution #2010-18-Wellness Program Update: Andrea Fichter reported that is an update to the original resolution that was passed in 2004 that established the Wellness Program. 

Paul Rider made a motion to approve Resolution 2010-18. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Budget Amendment-Sewer, Ordinance #673: Andrea Fichter reported that this is an amendment to the Sewer Fund budget. Marla Reed questioned where the additional revenues were coming from. Andrea stated that the original amount that was budgeted for 2010 beginning cash was actually higher than what was budgeted for. She also stated that there is not a shortfall in revenues, this ordinance just adjusts and amends the numbers that were budgeted. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve Ordinance #673. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Skagit County Community Action Agency – Airport Lounge Use Request: Marla Reed questioned if Jack Mears believed there would be any problems with this. Jack Mears stated there was no problem, as long as they know this is for a one-time use and that they are not to use the facility at their leisure. Audience member John Boggs stated that they are currently looking for other facilities that may be used as shelters and that the lounge is not one of them. 

Paul Rider made a motion to approve the request. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Vision MS – 2011 Software Assurance Agreement: Andrea Fichter stated that the town’s current agreement for software support is with Harris Computers.  She further stated that their costs are about $1,000.00 more per year. She stated that this company has a lot of the original software designers for the town’s program. 

Jack Mears made a motion to accept the software agreement. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

PSE Lighting, Upgrade and Rebate Proposal: Andrea Fichter referred the Council to their packets. Mike Criner questioned what the breakdown of costs would be. Andrea referred them to a simplified breakdown page included with the proposals. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the proposals for Town Hall and the Town Shop. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

*ADD ON* Events Application-Eagle Festival, Chamber of Commerce: Paul Rider made a motion to approve the events application. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: 

Superior Building/Library Board: Nothing further. 

Dennis Harkless: David Day gave a report on the letter that was sent to Dennis Harkless. He also reported on a phone call he received from Mr. Harkless’ lawyer. Discussion ensued on what the process is and what the end result may be. 
Time Capsule Placement and Sealing: Mayor Wilson stated that he needs to get in contact with Mike Petracelli to discuss getting a crane up here to remove the top of the monument and then drop the new time capsule back inside. 

Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner/Jack Mears: Nothing to report. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller stated that he will be putting a call out for more Parks Committee members. He stated that only he and Rick Cisar had attended the meeting this evening. He reported that they had discussed the installation of water at the community garden. He stated that he will connect with Alan Wilkins on this to determine the water line size and possibly running a loop. Discussion ensued on the size of the pipe needed and what type and how many faucets would be needed. Jason Miller also questioned the quote that was received to survey the right-of-way near the Redwood tree at the town park. He stated that this is an important item to have completed. He stated that the adjacent property owner believes that this tree is on their property. Jason Miller also stated that Rick Cisar reported that there are remaining funds in the planning expenses line item budget that can be used to pay this cost. 


Jason Miller made a motion to approve completing the right-of-way survey as long the cost does not exceed $1,300.00. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the group is focused on the Superior Building right now. He stated that he is working on getting the beds at the community garden built and rented out. He also reported that he and Eric Archuletta had attended the last Planning Commission meeting and were able to get an update to them on the Imagine Concrete progress. Jason also reported that they are working on developing a logo and trying to plan an East County Summit that should take place in May of 2011. He stated that the summit would be a weekend-long event, with many outside presenters. Jason stated that once the debris is removed from the Superior Building roof, the town should enlist an architect to look at the roof to determine what would be an adequate roof replacement. He stated that they could use the architect to determine a scope of work for the Superior Building remodel and get a hard dollar figure so they can begin seeking funding. Discussion ensued on the hole in the roof and the debris-removal project. Audience member John Boggs stated that during his research on this building, he discovered that the secondary gabled roof was originally constructed about 5 to 10 years after the construction of the original building. He also stated that he has been unable to locate or determine why the secondary roof was constructed in the first place. 

Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick Cisar reported on the presentation made by Jason Miller and Eric Archuletta at the last Planning Commission meeting. He also reported on the meeting that was held between town staff and Puget Sound Energy regarding the building of the power house. He stated that he and Jack McCormick have estimated around $40,000.00 to $50,000.00 for the building permit, and he and Andrea Fichter have estimated around $160,000.00 in sales tax revenue that will be received over the length of the project. Rick reported the project cost is around a $43 million for the whole project and that Puget Sound Energy is hoping to begin sometime this month and the construction should be completed in the spring or summer of 2013. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea Fichter reported that she had most of her items resolved at the beginning of the meeting. She reported that she will work on closing out the year and setting up for 2011. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Absent

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported that he will deliver to council the pictures of the bus that has been discussed. Discussion ensued on the acquisition of the bus and who the actual owner would be. It was stated that this needs to be discussed further with the school to determine who will be responsible for the actual ownership, insurance and maintenance. It was discussed that it may be possible for the town and the school to do a cost-share agreement. Jason Miller stated one company in town said that they would donate money to help fix and maintain the Sockeye Express, but not as long as the town is in charge of the maintenance of the vehicle. 

Announcements: Mayor Wilson reported that the next Council meeting will be held on January 10, 2011. 

Executive Session: None

 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:34 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller

PAGE 
i
December 13, 2010



