Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
November 8, 2010
 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Pro-tem Jason Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Pro-tem Jason Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, and Marla Reed.
Paul Rider made a motion to excuse Mayor Judd Wilson. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter and Town Planner Rick Cisar.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Carol Fabrick.
Public Participation: Desiree VanDeGrift, Utility Account: Desiree VanDeGrift stated her name and address of 7757 S. Dillard Avenue for the Council. She stated that she is seeking relief and possible payment arrangements to settle her utility account and get her water turned back on. Andrea Fichter stated that she had a payment arrangement set up for full payment due by October 31, 2010. Andrea also stated that due to further financial hardships, Desiree was unable to make the original payment arrangement. Desiree stated that she has been seeking help, from Community Action and other entities for this utility bill, but has been unable to locate any funding. She stated that she would be able to pay $200.00 per month until the bill was brought current.

Jack Mears made a motion to approve a payment arrangement of $200.00 per month and to have the utility account brought current by a date to be determined by the Clerk Treasurer and the water service to be reinstated first thing in the morning. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Special Presentations:
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim reported that he is currently working with David Day to get the Main Street Sidewalk project closed out. He stated that the contractor has been sent a final notice with a punch list that needs to be completed. Jim stated that if the contractor does not respond, there are different steps that can be taken to complete the project. He stated that the town may have to utilize the performance and payment bonds and possibly use the retainage to pay subcontractors and get the project finished. David Day stated that he has sent the contractor a 10-day demand letter that will begin this process. Jim reviewed the items on the punch list that still need to be completed. Jason Miller questioned why the sidewalk that was removed is still sitting in piles in the stockpile area and left for the town to take care of. Jim stated that he will look into this issue. 

Jim further stated that the Baker River Road project is complete and is waiting for final paperwork from the contractor. He stated that the first progress payment has been sent to F.E.M.A and the town is awaiting payment from them so they can issue payment to the contractor. 

Jason Miller asked if they could possibly get a quote on a survey for the northwest corner of the town park, where there is question as to whose property a redwood tree is on. Jim stated that he would estimate a survey and research on this would cost around $700.00 to $1200.00 to complete, but he will check. 

Public Safety: Sergeant Adams handed out two separate reports for Council review. Sergeant Adams reviewed response times, times spent on calls and the total times per incident. He also reviewed the incident by agency report. Marla Reed stated that they have been seen at the school a lot lately. Sergeant Adams stated that there is an ongoing issue with drugs at the school and that Deputy Marlow is handling the situation and will be doing periodic walk-throughs with the drug dogs. Further discussion ensued regarding noise and smoking disturbances at some of the Main Street businesses. 

Consent Agenda
· Town Council Minutes: October 25, 2010

· Town Council Workshop Minutes: October 25, 2010

· Claims Warrants: #26061-#26092

· Payroll Warrants: October Payroll

· Void Warrant #26013

 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: 2011 Property Tax Resolution #2010-14: Mayor Pro-tem Jason Miller reviewed the proposed property tax increase. 

Mayor Pro-tem Jason Miller opened the public hearing at 7:24 p.m.

Don Payne-Main Street, Concrete: Don Payne asked what the increase rate amount would be. 

Discussion ensued on the current and the proposed rate. Andrea Fichter referred the Council to their packets where there are four separate examples of what the increase would be for different properties. She stated that she used her own home as an example and the amount of the tax increase would be around $7.00 per year for her property. She also stated that for a property that is assessed at around $500,000.00, the increase would be around $25.00 per year. 

Mayor Pro-tem Jason Miller closed the public hearing at 7:28 p.m.

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the 1% increase. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

2011 Budget, 1st Public Hearing: Mayor Pro-tem Jason Miller reviewed items that were discussed at the 2011 budget workshops. He reported on the discussions and the decisions made regarding employee contributions for medical and dental and the 1% raise for employees. 

Mayor Pro-tem Jason Miller opened the public hearing at 7:37 p.m.

Don Payne: Main Street, Concrete: Don Payne questioned the impact on the budget with the raise increase. Andrea Fichter stated that with the 1% raise there would be a $1,751.00 increase from the 2010 budget. Don Payne stated that employees should not have any raises for 2011, and they should view this as making a contribution to the community, because so many people are out of work and tightening belts.

Mayor Pro-tem Jason Miller closed the public hearing at 7:38 p.m. 

Andrea Fichter stated that a second public hearing will be held at the November 22, 2010 meeting. 
Old Business: Sockeye Express Insurance Quotes: Andrea Fichter reviewed the insurance quotes and the e-mail received regarding the insurance quotes requested. Discussion ensued on the amount of the insurance. Mike Criner stated that he cannot justify spending this amount of money on the insurance for the Sockeye when they only gave the employees a 1% raise and they also raised property taxes and utility rates.

It was the consensus of the Council to write a letter to the Concrete Heritage Museum and to copy the Chamber of Commerce in on the letter to notify them that the town cannot justify spending the money on the repair and insurance for the Sockeye Express at this time. 

New Business: Skagit County Community Services – Interlocal Agreement for Senior Services: Andrea Fichter referred the Council to the enclosed cover letter and contract. Mike Criner stated that this looks like the same contract that is done each year and they are not increasing the 2011 rate.

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the contract. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Discussion Items:
Superior Building/Library Board: It was stated that we still need to get quotes on the roof debris removal. Andrea Fichter will check the Small Works Roster and request quotes on this item.

Skagit County Sheriff Contract 2011-2013: David Day gave an update on the exchange of letters, phone calls and e-mails that he has had regarding the 2011-2013 contract. He stated that he believed the Council had an issue with the section regarding the use of office space if the contract was terminated. It was the consensus of the Council that this part of the contract was suitable. Jason Miller stated that he still sees only the ordinances referenced and not actually included in the draft contract. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the contract with the ordinances to be included as exhibits. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Dennis Harkless: David Day updated the Council on the lawsuit and the difficulty that he and his staff have had trying to locate the individual to serve him with the papers. He also reported that he had received a phone call from an attorney who was going to meet with Mr. Harkless, but was not sure if he would be actually representing Mr. Harkless. Jack Mears stated that lease also states that all taxes must be current. 
Time Capsule Placement and Sealing: Nothing new to report.

Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner/Jack Mears: Jack Mears stated that a film crew will be shooting a commercial at the airport tomorrow so the airport will be closed for the day. Andrea Fichter stated that the company had made a $1,000.00 payment to the town for the use of the airport. Jack also reported that the grass that was planted at the airport is starting to grow. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that he had forgotten to bring the figures for the Japanese Maple to the Parks Committee meeting. He also reported that he will be working to get an estimate on the age of the redwood tree, and that the idea had been raised to enclose the tree with a split-rail fence with a sign detailing its age. Audience member Don Payne reported that he believes that about 18 years ago a survey was completed for that area. He explained the way he believes the property lines run and where the water lines are located. He stated that he believes that the tree is on town property, but has heard his neighbors state that they believe it’s on their property. Jason Miller also reported that Bev Richmond had contacted him regarding numerous inquiries into where the public restrooms are located. Jason Miller suggested that the trees around the restrooms need to be limbed and that the sign needs to be larger.

Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the next meeting will be on November 10, at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge. He also updated on the discussion held regarding the installation of water lines and electrical at the Community Garden. He also stated that the beds can be installed prior to the installation of these items, because they will not disturb the beds. Discussion ensued on the placement of water lines, electrical and the gazebo. 

Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick Cisar reported on the tour of the PSE fish trap that was taken on October 28. He also reported the the Planning Commission meeting will be held tomorrow night (11/9) due to the elections last week. Rick stated that Cody from Reichhardt and Ebe Engineering will be in attendance to update the Commission on the Water Comprehensive Plan. He also reported that this will be Drake Jansen’s first meeting, so he is hoping for a full commission. Rick also updated the Council on the draft ordinance and bylaws that he has done for the town to become a Certified Local Government. He reviewed the member requirements and the professionals that would be needed to serve on the commission. He also reviewed the process and how the historical designations would be determined. He stated that he will have the draft ordinance and bylaws to the Council in the next few weeks for their review. Rick also gave an update on the property that was purchased by Richard Johnson’s son, who is looking into short-platting it and adding a duplex. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea Fichter stated that she will have the budget changes made and brought back before Council at the next workshop and then hopefully for adoption at the second public hearing on November 22 Council meeting. She also stated that the State Auditors report is almost complete and she waiting to receive that. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Nothing to report. 

Mayor’s Report: Absent.

Announcements: None

Executive Session: None

 
Adjournment: Mike Criner made a motion for adjournment at 8:29 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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