Town of Concrete
Workshop
November 8, 2010
 
6:00 p.m. Mayor Pro-tem Jason Miller called the meeting to order.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Mike Criner, and Marla Reed.

Paul Rider arrived at 6:03 p.m.

Staff Present: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter and Town Planner Rick Cisar.

 

Audience Members Signed In: Don Payne, Jim Hobbs, Desiree VanDeGrift and Evalyn Goeringer.  

Agenda Presentation: 2011 Salary & Benefit Changed and Proposals:  Mayor Pro-tem Jason Miller reviewed what was discussed at the last workshop regarding contribution rates for new employees. 

Paul Rider suggested that due to budget shortfalls and the increase in utility rates that he would recommend that the town pay for medical and dental benefits for the employee only and if the employee wishes to add a spouse or dependents, they would be responsible for that amount. 

Discussion ensued on the current premium rates, the current employee contribution rates, and what to establish for new employees.

It was the consensus of the Council not to charge new employees for their medical or dental benefits.

Marla Reed stated that if you factor in benefits to the salary of a new employee, that new employee would be making almost as much or more than current employees.

Jason Miller stated that he is uncomfortable putting that amount of financial burden on a new employee.

Mike Criner suggested that there be no charge to the employee and if they want to add a spouse and or dependents that they be charged as follows:

	
	Percentage
	2011 Rate
	Employee Rate
	Town Rate

	Employee Only
	0
	$704.97
	$0.00
	$704.97

	Employee/Spouse
	25%
	$1392.00
	$171.76
	$1220.24

	Employee/Spouse/Child
	35%
	$1743.77
	$363.58
	$1380.19

	Employee/Spouse/Children
	50%
	$2,002.92
	$748.98
	$1253.94

	Employee/Child
	35%
	$1,044.65
	$118.89
	$925.76

	Employee/Children
	50%
	$1,363.47
	$329.25
	$1,043.22


Jack Mears stated that he agrees with Mike Criner on the rates to charge any employee hired after October 1, 2010. 

Marla Reed stated that she believes that if the employee wishes to add a spouse or dependents that they should be responsible for the full amount. Paul Rider stated that he is agreement with Marla Reed with the option of revisiting the issue when the town looks into changing insurance policies in 2012. 

Jason Miller stated that he is in agreement with Jack Mears and Mike Criner. 

Further discussion ensued regarding raises and the option of opting out of the insurance coverage for an increased raise. It was stated that with the increase in the dollar amount for medical and dental coverage that could be considered a raise. 

Alan Wilkins stated that he disagrees with allowing one employee to opt out of medical and dental coverage and receiving a 10% raise increase. He stated that if he had the option of opting out he would, but he does not have additional coverage and therefore does not have the option. 


Discussion ensued regarding the fairness of letting one employee, just because that employee is considered eligible; opt out of medical and dental coverage when other employees do not have that option. 

Mike Criner stated that he values all the employees and the job they are doing but agrees that with the times, that the increase in the benefits amount may need to be considered their raise. 

Jason Miller stated that he was thinking a 2% raise, but agrees that the additional cost of medical and dental coverage is a big increase. 

Mike Criner proposed a 1% raise increase for all regular employees. 

It was the consensus of the Council for 1% raise increases for all regular employees. 

It was further decided that the next workshop would be held to discuss the actual budget for 2011, for which there was not enough time to discuss during this workshop. 
 
Adjournment: Mayor Pro-tem Jason Miller adjourned the workshop at 6:57 p.m.

_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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