Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
September 27, 2010
 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed, and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Town Planner Rick Cisar.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Leatha and Bill Sullivan, John and Gail Boggs, Rick Archuletta, Don Payne, Evalyn Goeringer, John Hendrickson, Fred West and Doug Gates.
Public Participation: Larry E. Johnson, AIA, LEED AP-The Johnson Partnership: Larry introduced himself to the Mayor and Council. He stated that he is an architect who has worked on many projects as a preservation consultant. He stated that he is also a Pacific Northwest native and has property in Darrington. He discussed the Seattle City Light project that he just completed work on for their FERC re-licensing. He stated that Eric Archuletta had invited him to attend the Imagine Concrete workshop in August to discuss the possibility of his help on the Superior Building project. He reported on the tour that he had taken of the building earlier in the day. He stated that this is a great adaptive re-use project. He also reported on the available funding for historic preservation projects. He stated that he would be happy to discuss these opportunities with the Mayor and Council, as well as discuss how historic preservation works in a community. Larry also stated that the town needs to get people off the highway and into town. He also stated that there is a certain way to apply for and receive funds for historic preservation. He stated the town needs to make sure they follow the Secretary of Interior standards. He reported that the whole concept is not to restore the building to exactly the way it was, but also not to change the overall look of the building. Larry distributed information packets to the Mayor and Council. Discussion ensued regarding the roof configuration and the estimated cost of repair. Larry stated that he will put an estimate together for a new roof. Further discussion ensued regarding the condition of the building and the possibilities for its future use.

Eric Archuletta, Superior Building Restoration-Valerie Sivinski Washington Preserves Fund: Eric gave a brief report on this fund and the annual grant that is given to groups involved in historic preservation. He reported that this particular grant is given to projects that involve bricks and mortar. He also reported that the Superior Building’s inclusion on the most endangered building list will help to secure funding. He reported on the $2,000 grant the Imagine Concrete Superior Building task force will be applying for, which would go toward the roof replacement. He stated that the town must first become a member of the Washington Trust for Historic Preservation to be able to apply for the grant. It was the consensus of the Council to become a member of the trust. Eric reported that he and his wife, Cam, are working on bundling the package and getting letters of support to have the application submitted prior to October 1, 2010. Rick reported that he had also been on the tour that was held earlier today with Larry Johnson, and reiterated the importance of getting the roof repaired. Audience member Lou Hillman questioned if there was a temporary solution to keep the water out of the building. Jason Miller and Alan Wilkins reported on the amount of damage and debris on the roof. Discussion ensued regarding the current condition of the roof. Eric also reported on the progress of getting the building listed on the National Historic Register. He reported that it had been suggested to “bundle” the silos, the generator building, the Superior building and the monument, and turn it into a historic district.
Special Presentations: Richard Hart, Presentation of Plaque and Award from APA/PAW: Richard Hart introduced himself to the Mayor and Council and reported on the town being recognized for their community effort with regard to the Imagine Concrete effort. He stated that the town had received an honorable mention for Citizen Involvement for its Imagine Concrete effort. Richard stated that out of nine applications/nominations, only two awards were given. He read various quotes made by awards committee members. He presented Mayor Wilson with an award and thanked the Mayor and Council.
Public Safety: Jason Miller reported on his ride-along experience with Deputy Hendrickson, which occurred on Friday, September 24, 2010. He stated that it was good to see what goes on during their shifts and thanked Deputy Hendrickson for the experience. Jack Mears also discussed his ride-along experience with Deputy Harrison. He stated that these deputies know what and who they are looking for. He also stated that he got a good insight on the deputy’s duties. He stated that he is very pleased with the action he witnessed. He also reported that these deputies know this area and the citizens. Jack stated that he believes the town is definitely getting its money’s worth. Further discussion ensued regarding Jason and Jack’s ride-along experiences.

Deputy John Hendrickson reported on September’s calls. He reported on the number of calls and what each call was for. He also gave a brief history on some of the calls that he has responded to. Deputy Hendrickson also reported on the problems with the jail being full and unable to except some arrests. An audience member questioned rumors of the town not renewing the contract with the Sheriff’s Department. He stated that he believes that the sheriff’s deputies are doing a great job. He also stated that he believed that Ed Rogge had done a great job, but the town had a problem with retaining officers. He further stated that he believes the town should retain the contract with the Sheriff’s department. Discussion ensued regarding the jail issue and what is being done to correct the problem.

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim stated that the contractor on the Baker River Road construction has mobilized on site and will begin excavation. He also reported on the preliminary schedule received from the contractor.
Consent Agenda
· Town Council Minutes: September 13, 2010

· Town Council Special Meeting Minutes: September 22, 2010

· Claims Warrants: #25996-#26011

· Payroll Warrants: September 2010

 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None
Old Business: 

Sockeye Express: Andrea Fichter reported on the e-mail received from the town’s insurance provider with regard to the estimated cost to insure the Sockeye Express and the information they still need to get a definite quote. Marla Reed reported on another option that may be available through the school district. She stated that Barb Hawkings is looking into it. Jason Miller questioned if the town could seek insurance outside of AWC for the sole purpose of insuring the Sockeye Express. It was discussed to get the same information to different companies and get multiple quotes. It was also discussed to only insure the Sockeye Express when it is in use.

New Business: Planning Commission Member Application: Chris Jansen: Rick Cisar reported on the vacancy that is on the Planning Commission. He reported that Chris Jansen, who was on the Planning Commission before, would like to be re-appointed. Rick stated that it is the recommendation of the Planning Commission to appoint Chris Jansen. Chris Jansen reported on his position and stated his prior work schedule forced him to resign. He stated that he is very excited about the direction the town is going and would like to be involved with the Planning Commission again.

Mayor Wilson appointed Chris Jansen with the consensus of the Council.
Vision PS-Agreement for Professional Services: Andrea Fichter gave a brief update on the proposed agreement. She stated that Toni Nelson, who used to be the Small Cities Specialist with the State Auditor’s office, has left the Auditor’s Office and is now working for Vision PS. She stated that Toni has been very helpful in the past with budgeting and accounting questions. She also stated that Toni is very knowledgeable in the workings of small town government. Audience member John Boggs questioned if the State Auditor’s office still offered this service. Andrea reported that this service had been cut back.

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the agreement. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Discussion Items: Lone Star Building/Library Board: Nothing further.
Ordinances – Skagit County Sheriff Enforcement: David Day reported on the meeting that he’d had with Wayne Dowhaniuk and the discussions that were held. He stated that there were a few changes to be made to the contract that were discussed. He reported that he will bring the contract, with the changes, back to Council. He also stated that he would recommend the town renew the contract. He reported he will then take all the ordinances to the court and get the town’s new ordinances on file.

Time Capsule Placement and Sealing: Nothing new to report.

Harkless, Airport Lot #7- Non Payment of Lease: David Day gave an update of the nonpayment on this lease. He stated that he is still researching the wording in the lease and how the eviction process will work. He also reported that he was finally able to locate a physical address for Mr. Harkless and will make official notification to him. Jack Mears reported on a recent incident at the airport regarding Mr. Harkless where the Sheriff was contacted.

Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner/Jack Mears: Jack Mears reported on the purchase of Hank Young’s hangar by Lawrence Mitchell, which will be on the next meeting’s agenda.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the Parks Committee meeting scheduled for tonight had been rescheduled to 5:15 p.m. on October 12. He also reported they will start holding the Parks Committee meetings on the second Monday of every month prior to Council meetings. He stated that the October and November meetings will be held at 5:15 p.m. and then beginning in December they will go back to regular time of 6:15 p.m. He also reported on the replacement of the tape in the bear at Bear Square. Jason also gave a brief update on the signage for the Judy Coffell and Gladys Silrus garden.

Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the next meeting will be on October 13, at 6 p.m., at the Pilots Lounge. He stated that he needs to finish staining the fence at the Community Garden. He also reported that he and Marla Reed will construct raised beds this winter. Jason also reported on the planned construction of a storage shed and the placement of the gazebo. He reported that he is also working on signage for the garden and for the fence around the Superior Building.
Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick gave a brief update on discussions he has had with PSE’s planner, Jeff McMeekin, on scheduling a time for the Council and Planning Commission to take a tour of the new adult fish trap. He also reported on the fill and grade permit that had been approved and issued for the powerhouse. Rick also reported on his meeting with the county regarding the UGA expansion. He reviewed the map, pointing out the flood plain and critical areas from which the town should maintain a safe distance. He also reported on the permission he received from Marty Glaser regarding access to his property so that Graham and Bunting could perform an inventory of the shorelines in that area. Audience member John Boggs questioned if the land that the town was looking at in the UGA would be for actual use or just for the town to control. Rick Cisar stated that most of the land in question is buildable land.

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea Fichter stated that the August Treasurer’s report was included in their packets. She also reminded Council that the next meeting will be held on October 12, because October 11 is a holiday and town hall will be closed.
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan Wilkins reported on another wastewater treatment plant motor that has broken down and needs to be fixed.

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson stated that the auditors will begin tomorrow, Tuesday September 28, 2010. He also reported on the resignation he received and that the position opening will be published. Discussion ensued regarding if the position should be part-time or full-time. Andrea Fichter will speak with the auditors regarding this issue.

Announcements: None

Executive Session: None

 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:39 p.m. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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