Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
September 13, 2010
 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed, and Jason Miller.
Mike Criner made a motion to excuse Jack Mears. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Planner Rick Cisar and Deputy Clerk Paula Mann.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Jim Hobbs, Evalyn Goeringer, Doug Gates, Valerie Stafford and Barb Hawkings.
Public Participation: None
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Wilson passed around the monthly call report from the Skagit County Sheriff for Council review. He also reported on the information he received regarding the man who was arrested and sentenced to 19½ months in jail for the break-in at the Eagles Nest and Lower Baker Dam offices. Mayor Wilson gave an update on the covenants associated with the proposed site for the new public safety building. He reported that David Day has been in contact with the attorney for Cal Portland to discuss the possibility of updating the covenants. Mayor Wilson reported that if the covenants cannot be changed, the location for the public safety building may need to be moved. Mayor Wilson reported on the meeting that he had with Darla O’Conner from U.S.D.A. Rural Development to discuss possible funding for the public safety building. He stated that U.S.D.A. Rural Development does not fund construction, but may fund some of the equipment purchases, with a maximum grant of around $30,000. Mayor Wilson referred to the e-mail received from Jack Mears, regarding his ride-along with the Skagit County Sheriff and his views on the renewal of the contract. He also stated that the Sheriff has leads regarding the burglaries at Cascade Supply and Cascade Burgers but no arrests have been made at this time. Mayor Wilson also reported that the fence is up around the Superior-Lone Star Building. Discussion ensued on access to the building and the entrance in the fence.

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim stated that they advertised for bids for the Baker River Road Project. He reported that two bids had been received and opened, from Schwetz Construction and Interwest Construction. He reported that Interwest Construction was the low bidder. He also stated that all the bids were clean bids and the proper paperwork had been submitted. Jim reported that the bidders’ information had been sent to Alysha Kaplan with the state and she had sent an informal approval and stated that the formal approval should be received early this week. Jim reported that he had sent a recommendation to award the project to Interwest Construction to the mayor. Jim stated that if the project is awarded tonight, he can move forward with the notice to proceed and get the contract drawn up.

Mike Criner made a motion to award the Baker River Road project to Interwest Construction. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Jim stated that he does not have an update prepared for this evening on the other projects they are working on. He stated that they are working on options for the Public Safety Building. He reported that when the property was originally dedicated to the town, the covenants and restrictions were very specific regarding the use of the property and the allowable excavation depths. He stated that if the town does not adhere to the covenants and restrictions, they could lose the property. David Day stated that he has been in contact with the attorney from Cal Portland and will continue to discuss this issue with them.

Consent Agenda
· Town Council Minutes: August 23, 2010

· Town Council Workshop Minutes: August 31, 2010

· Voided Payroll Warrants: #2402-#2410

· Claims Warrants: #25954-#25995

 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None
Old Business: 

Sockeye Express: Mayor Wilson reported that out of the three places that were contacted, two of them do not do this kind of work and the other would charge by time and materials. Alan Wilkins stated that there is just no way to get a proper quote on the work that needs to be completed. Discussion ensued on the possibility of developing a lease between the town and the museum for the shared use of the Sockeye Express and maintenance options. Andrea Fichter will start drafting a lease and invite museum members to the next Council meeting to discuss this option further.

New Business: Planning Commission Member Application: Bruce E. Newburn: Rick Cisar gave an update on the resignation of two Planning Commission members over the summer. He reported that Bill Philips had resigned due to health-related concerns and that Shelle Timmer had moved out of state. He stated that the positions had been advertised and that one application had been received from Bruce Newburn. Rick stated that Bruce had attended the last Planning Commission meeting and had met some of the current commissioners. Mayor Wilson called on Bruce, who introduced himself to the Mayor and Council. Jason Miller asked how long he has lived in town. Bruce stated that he has lived in Georgia and Utah, and moved here about 13 months ago. Jason stated that Bruce had attended the last Imagine Concrete meeting and he was very impressed with this and Bruce’s resume.

Mayor Wilson appointed Bruce Newburn to the Planning Commission with the consensus of Council.

Concrete School District #11 Request: Rick Cisar updated the Council on the request from the school to drill an additional well. He stated that the current well does not have adequate pressure to irrigate the ball fields. David Day stated that as a municipal corporation, the school district would meet the exemption and therefore not need approval from the Council. He stated that as long as they get the approval they need from other state agencies, they can move forward with drilling the well.

Events Application – Concrete Chamber of Commerce: Valerie Stafford reported that the Horseless Carriage Club of America will be here on Wednesday. She stated that the group has chosen Concrete as a stop on their fall tour. Valerie stated that the group will be touring the fish ladder and the museum, and will remain in town for lunch. She reported that they expect about 30 vehicles. She stated that she would like to have a place for them to park and have the restrooms ready for their arrival. She also reported that the group will be coming from the casino and traveling the back roads on their way to Concrete. Discussion ensued regarding parking. Alan Wilkins stated that they will have Bear Square made available for their use.

Paul Rider made a motion to approve the events application. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Proclamation – Horseless Carriage Club of America Day: Mayor Wilson presented the Council with the proposed proclamation.
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the proclamation. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Skagit County Emergency Management Council – Proposed Telephone Excise Tax Increase, Resolution #2010-10: Andrea Fichter stated that the information regarding the need to raise the telephone excise tax was included in their packets. Discussion ensued regarding the increase, inflation, and equipment costs, and the House Bill that was passed regarding this issue.

Mike Criner made a motion to approve Resolution #2010-10. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Resolution #2010-11 – Update to Employee Reimbursement Policy & Resolution #2010-12 – Update to Purchase/Credit Card Policy: Andrea Fichter reported that these are both updates to current policies. She stated that these policies were developed in 2003 and need to be updated with current rates and language.

Mike Criner made a motion to approve both Resolution #2010-11 and Resolution #2010-12. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Web site Update and Training Quote: Andrea Fichter stated that she has never received any formal training regarding the Web site. She stated that she has instructions on how to upload documents and change a few minimal items, but does not have the knowledge to change picture formats, colors, and other things. Discussion ensued on the need to update the current Web site and how important Web sites are now. Paul Rider stated that for the services being quoted, this is a very inexpensive opportunity to do the needed updating.

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the quote. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Ordinance #668 – Dog License Renewals: Andrea Fichter stated that the current dog license regulations state that licenses expire in February of each year. She stated that this ordinance will change the date of expiration to December 31 of each year, which would have them expiring the same time as businesses licenses, airport leases, etc.

Mike Criner made a motion to approve Ordinance #668. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Discussion Items: Lone Star Building/Library Board: Jason Miller reported on the workshop that took place on August 31. He stated that an attendee at the workshop named Larry Johnson who is an architect from the Seattle area, has offered to help the committee with this project. Jason stated that the primary goal with the Lone Star building at this time is to get it on the Historical Register. He reported that they are very close to having a completed application. Discussion ensued regarding the need to get a new or temporary roof on the building. Alan and Jason discussed the skylight that seems to be where most of the leakage is happening. Mayor Wilson requested that Alan get quotes on constructing a 6:12 pitch roof with 3-ft. eaves. Further discussion ensued on the slope of the roof and the budget, as well as including architect Larry Johnson in the conversation so that the historical character of the building would not be damaged by the roof addition. It was also the consensus of the Council to add signage on the newly installed fence to explain what is being done to the building. It was a further consensus of the Council to officially rename the building the Superior building.
Ordinances – Skagit County Sheriff Enforcement: David Day stated that he will meet with Wayne Dowhaniuk when he returns from vacation. David stated that he has notes and items of council concern to discuss with him and will hopefully have something to bring back to Council by the first meeting in October.

Fireworks Show and Possible Ordinance Change: Consensus to remove this item from discussion.

EV Corridor: Consensus to remove this item from discussion.

Time Capsule Placement and Sealing: Nothing new to report.

Johnson Sewer Lien: David updated on the lien foreclosure. He reported that another lien holder on the Johnson property, Michael Fhone, will most likely take possession of the property. David reported on the next steps in the process and that he will discuss the associated fees and charges further with Michael Fhone.

Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner/Jack Mears: David Day gave an update on the Harkless airport lot eviction process. He stated that the 30-day notice had been sent by Andrea Fichter. He explained the process of forfeiture of a lease with a hangar. He reported that he will begin the eviction process through the court system.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller stated that the plan for the Community Garden fence is to finish the staining this week while the weather is still good. He also stated that he and Marla Reed will build raised beds this winter. Jason also reported that Perks Espresso has chosen the Community Garden as its monthly charitable donation project. Jason stated that Ed Rogge has volunteered to construct a cedar storage shed if the town will pay for the materials. Jason also reported that a new tape for the bear at Bear Square has been completed and delivered to Alan Wilkins. He also reported on a request to install soap dispensers in the public restrooms. Alan Wilkins reported on the vandalism issues. Discussion ensued on the many vandalism occurrences at the public restrooms. Paul Rider suggested that small bars of soap be placed in the restrooms daily. Alan will instruct Dale Angell to place soap bars as needed on a daily basis.

Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the next Imagine Concrete meeting will be held on October 13, 2010, at 6 p.m. at the Pilots Lounge.
Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick updated on the possible annexation request from Richard Johnson. He also updated on the Skagit County 2060 Vision project. He reported that the county is working on getting projections for the year 2060 for Skagit Valley. Rick reviewed the current town limits and Urban Growth Area and the possible changes that can be made. Rick further updated on the critical areas associated with some of this property. He reported that he will keep the Council updated as the Planning Commission proceeds with this. Rick also stated that he is working with Skagit County GIS to develop maps of these areas. Rick gave an update on the projects that have currently expired and will have to re-apply under current regulations. He also reported that he had spoken with Chris Jansen, a former Planning Commission member, to see if he may be interested in reapplying for the open position.

Paul Rider questioned how to get the speed on the highway in Grasmere reduced. Discussion ensued on the past attempts to resolve issue and how to move forward again.

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea Fichter gave a brief update on the process for becoming a Preserve America Community. She reported that first the town would have to become a Certified Local Government and to become a Certified Local Government the town would need to instate a Historical Preservation Board or Commission. She stated that this a long process and will take her some time. She reminded the Council that there will be a workshop on utility rates and fees prior to the next Council meeting.
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan Wilkins reported that they are beginning to prepare for the winter storms that have been reported for this coming year.

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported that he will be attending training in Ellensburg next Tuesday.

Announcements: Jason Miller stated that the town received an honorable mention in the category of Citizen Involvement for the 2010 PAW/APA Planning Award and will be presented with an award at the September 27 Council meeting.

Executive Session: None

 
Adjournment: Mike Criner made a motion for adjournment at 8:35 p.m. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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