
Town of Concrete
Lone Star Building Renovation Workshop
August 31, 2010
 
6:00 p.m. Welcome Reception

Rick Archuletta opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m.
 

Council Members Present: Jack Mears, Mike Criner and Jason Miller.
Staff Present: Clerk Treasurer, Andrea Fichter and Town Planner, Rick Cisar
 

Audience Members Signed In: Jim Hillman, Dave Maars, Dottie Anthony, Mike Criner, Judd Wilson, Judy Kennedy, Darla OConnor, Laurie Thomas, Andrea Fichter, Keith Alesse, Sharon Wilson*, Sally Heinz, Gail Boggs, Rick Cisar, Chris Moore, Michael Houser, Jason Miller, Cindy Bjorklund, David Strauss, Dan Say*, John Boggs, Kay Brown, Bill Sullivan, Rick Archuletta, Cam Archuletta, Beverly Richmond, Mike Middling, Jim Parker, Ken Dahlstedt, Ron Wesen, Merl Brown*, Kirk Pearson, Aimee Hirschel, Jack Mears, Allen Fabrick, Carol Fabrick, Ann Innes, Jim Innes, Ray Wagamah*, Dan Burton*, Kathleen Young, Della Payne, Don Payne, Clayton Hanson, Dana Barton, Melanie Drecksel, Letha Sullivan, Elise Child, Jennifer Bacon, Phyllis Cole, Larry Johnson, Barb Hawkings and Lou Hillman.

*Spelling of name may be incorrect
Introductions: Rick Archuletta introduced the Lone Star Task Force.

Opening Remarks: Mayor Wilson discussed the visioning effort and the Lone Star Building Restoration project. He thanked everyone for coming and also thanked Rick Archuletta, Jason Miller and Lou Hillman for all the time and hard work they have put into this project.

Rick Archuletta thanked the County Commissioners, Kirk Pearson, U.S.D.A. representatives and other state and local representatives for attending tonight’s workshop.

Imagine Concrete Chairman’s Comments: Jason Miller gave a quick summary of what “Imagine Concrete” is. He stated that it is a grassroots, community-driven visioning initiative. He reported on the workshops and the brainstorming that took place at these workshops. He discussed the way the visioning effort began, how ideas were shared and how these ideas turned into projects. He stated that when all of the ideas were brought together, the Lone Star Building’s preservation was a high priority with the citizens who attended the workshops.

History of the Superior-Lone Star Plants: Rick Archuletta introduced Jim Parker and Dave Maars, who were both employees with Superior Portland Cement Company and then with Lone Star.

Moment in Time, Jim Parker and Dave Maars: Dave Maars stated that he began working in Concrete at the plant in May of 1955. He stated that in his opinion the building should be called the Superior building instead of the Lone Star building, because it had been used by the Superior Portland company for 50 years, and by Lone Star for only about 8 years. He reported that he worked for Superior for 38 years, in different locations, before his retirement from the company.
Jim Parker stated that he began working for the company in 1952. Jim gave a history of the different cement producing companies that resided in town and all the different changes that took place throughout the years. He discussed the damns that were built using cement from Superior Portland and he also reported that this company provided over half of the cement that was used to build Grand Coulee Dam. He reported that the Lone Star building was constructed after the two companies were combined and they needed more room for the chemists to work. Jim discussed how the rock was transported from the quarries: first by road and then by tram. He also discussed how the rock was broken down and the process associated with the actual production of cement.

Rick Archuletta questioned what jobs were conducted inside the Lone Star building.

Dave Maars stated that he was a chemical analyst for the company and that he worked in the “Superior” Lone Star building. He reported that the lower floor except for the furnace and the safe was the lab area. He also reported that the upper floor was used for the businesses offices and that on the roof there was a weather station. Dave also gave a brief history of the quarries and how they were used. He also reported on the safety trophy that in front of the Lone Star building and how important and significant this structure was to the company.

An audience member questioned how many people at one time were working in the building and how many for the company as a whole.

Jim Parker stated that it depended on the work. He stated that before the plants shut down there were around 150 employees but at a peak work load there could be around 300 employees at one time. Jim reported that he believed the most important job to be that of the chemist.

Dave Maars stated that the company was great to work for and he had enjoyed his career with the company. He reported that when he first started, he received on-the-job training. He was then transferred to Seattle and got his degree in chemical engineering. He reported that usually around seven employees were working in the lab at one time.

Overview of Project: Rick Archuletta gave a PowerPoint presentation on the Lone Star Task Force objective, project outline and where the Task Force is in the restoration process. He also reviewed the restoration outline plan along with possible funding opportunities.

Funding Sources: U.S.D.A. representative Melanie Drecksel introduced her staff at the workshop. She reviewed funding opportunities available from U.S.D.A. She discussed the agency and the programs available. She discussed the grant and loan funding opportunities and the application process. She stated that loan applications are available year-round.

Department of Commerce representative Phyllis Cole reported on the funding that is available through C.D.B.G, which is a federally funded program that is passed through the state. She reviewed the eligibility requirements of the programs and the different programs that are available. She stated that the request for funding needs to benefit low to moderate income communities. She also discussed application workshops that will take place in Moses Lake and Olympia in October. She stated that the workshops are a great place to learn more regarding the application process and the requirements associated with the grants.

Discussion and Next Steps: Rick discussed where the Task Force is at in the restoration plan process and what the next steps are.


Lou Hillman gave a brief update and overview of getting the Lone Star building on the National Historical Register. She reported that they are currently discussing the options of moving forward now with getting the building on the register or if it would be better to wait until the restoration is complete.

Mike Houser with the State Department of Archeology and Historic Preservation stated that there are no restrictions as to the use of the building or what can be done to the building once it’s on the historical register. He stated that having the building listed on the historical register is great for improving the public profile of the building.

Lou asked if there is any truth to the fact that the building is listed on endangered building list with the state.

Chris Moore with the Washington Trust for Historical Preservation, which is a 501(c)(3) company that works to raise public awareness for historical preservation, responded. He reported that they produce an endangered buildings list each year; once a building is listed, it is put on a watch list until something is done with the building—either renovation or demolition. He also reported on a couple different funding sources that may be available for the Lone Star building.

Closing Comments: Rick Archuletta presented the workshop attendees with a question: “What can we create together that we cannot create alone?” Rick presented a picture of the Lone Star building in its current state and also a computer-generated image of what it could become.

Rick Archuletta ended the workshop at 7:59 p.m.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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