Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
August 23, 2010
 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed, and Jason Miller.
Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, and Deputy Clerk Paula Mann.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Carol Fabrick, Kevin Renz, Jim Hobbs, Evalyn Goeringer and Don Payne.
Public Participation: None
Special Presentations: Kevin Renz – Solid Waste Interlocal Agreement Amendment: Kevin Renz introduced himself to Council and gave an update on the proposed amendment to the Solid Waste Interlocal agreement. He also gave an update on the expansion of Skagit County’s solid waste facilities. He reviewed a map and design for the new facility. He then explained that in doing the expansion the County would like to amend the term length for the current agreement and the changes that would also be included in the amendment. Jack Mears questioned if the Sauk Transfer Station would remain open. David Day questioned if the town would be involved in the County’s bond process. Kevin explained the financial bonding process.

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the amendment. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson discussed an e-mail that was sent out by Paul Rider regarding concerns related to the Sheriff’s contract. Mayor Wilson stated that the town can’t really afford the dollars associated with the contract and the Sheriff is already here. He recommended that the Town Council not renew the contract. Marla Reed and Mike Criner each expressed concerns with the lack of coverage that would ensue if the contract is not renewed. Jack Mears stated that the lack of coverage could result in an increase in crime and he is for keeping the contract with the Sheriff’s Department. Mike Criner and Jason Miller discussed the possibility of lowering the in-town hours to 40 a week instead of the current 80 hours a week. Jack Mears stated that the town needs the Sheriff and there will be repercussions if the town does not renew the contract. Paul Rider stated that is in favor of the Sheriff, but has a concern for the town’s budget. Further discussion ensued on budget cuts. Mayor Wilson stated that the town may have to impose furlough days once a month for each employee. Jack Mears reiterated that he feels the town needs the Sheriff’s Department. Audience member Don Payne stated that the town has changed and asked if the Sheriffs are needed as much as they were in the past. Further discussion ensued on the possibility of keeping the Sheriffs versus the town not renewing the contract.
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the contract. Marla Reed seconded the motion. 

David Day stated that the Council should not make this decision yet and he will talk with Wayne Dowhaniuk. 

Mike Criner and Marla Reed rescinded their original motions. 

Jason Miller stated that he will vote no if the contract comes back without language regarding tracking and reporting of the 80 in-town hours.

Mayor Wilson also reported on a meeting that he had with U.S.D.A. regarding funding for the Public Safety Building. He also discussed the Grant Writing Training that Andrea Fichter and Marla Reed had attended. Discussion ensued on the new site for the Public Safety Building meeting regulations with the new F.E.M.A maps, along with the Lone Star Building. Further discussion on items associated with the restoration of the Lone Star Building.

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim gave an update on the Baker River Road project. He stated that Mayor Wilson had reviewed the Small Works Roster and they are on track to go out to bid.

Consent Agenda
· Town Council Minutes: August 9, 2010

· Voided Payroll Warrants: #2395-#2398

· Claims Warrants: #25912-#25937

 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Skagit County Sheriff’s Contract 2011-2013: No further discussion was held at this time.

Utility Rate Study Estimate – Revised: Jack Mears made a motion to decline the rate study contract at this time. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

New Business: None 
Discussion Items: Lone Star Building/Library Board: Jason Miller gave a reminder of the workshop to be held on August 31 at 6 p.m. at the high school commons to discuss the Lone Star Building.
Ordinances – Skagit County Sheriff Enforcement: Nothing new.

Fireworks Show and Possible Ordinance Change: Discussion ensued on funding issues.

EV Corridor: Discussion ensued on the feasibility of electric vehicles.

Time Capsule Placement and Sealing: Mayor Wilson stated that he will work on this now that he has a little more time.

Sockeye Express: Jason Miller gave an update on the fundraiser that is being conducted for the Sockeye Express and that Puget Sound Energy might also donate if the town develops a maintenance plan specifically for the Sockeye Express. Marla Reed suggested that the town give it back to the Museum but somehow still pay for the insurance on it. David Day stated that he thinks that would work, but he will have to research this further. Mayor Wilson stated that the bids should be here by the end of the month. Audience member Carol Fabrick questioned if the town’s insurance would cover it if it was owned by someone else. Further discussion ensued on insurance-related items.

Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner/Jack Mears: Jack Mears stated that everything is calm at the airport. He reported on the meeting that was held and that they had such a good time that they would like to come back. Jack also stated that some people are upset because one leaseholder has six (6) lots at the airport. Jack also stated that the town needs to start really cracking down on the requirement of building hangars and the town should also look into putting a limit on the number of lots any one tenant may lease at one time. Marla Reed suggested that new leases need to be developed for the 2015 lease year.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller stated that a new tape for the bear at Bear Square should be here soon. He also stated that the sign for the Gladys Silrus and Judy Coffell Garden is ready for installation after he confers further with Nicolette Thornton and Alan Wilkins, develops a design for the garden, and plants it. Alan Wilkins stated that he will contact Dani Magee regarding her daughter helping to paint the bollards at Silo Park.

Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported on the Community Garden fence staining and the volunteers that helped him. He also stated that the bird houses are being installed along the fence line at Angele Cupples Community Garden. Jason also reported that the Lone Star building workshop will be held on August 31 at 6 p.m. at the high school commons. He also reported that the Lone Star building clean-up had gone great. He also reported on a $50,000 grant that the town should know if they received by the end of the month. Jason also reported that the next Imagine Concrete meeting will be held on September 8 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots Lounge.
Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: None

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Mayor Wilson reported that budget season is here. He also reported that July’s Treasurer Report was included in their packets.
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan Wilkins reported on a blower that went down at the wastewater treatment plant and is now being repaired. Jack Mears thanked the Public Works Department on the great job they did for Cascade Days. Jack Mears reported that more than 850 buttons were sold.

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson thanked the Cascade Days Committee for the great job they did with the event this year. Mayor Wilson requested a list of the committee members be given to Andrea Fichter and to Jason Miller.

Announcements: Jason Miller stated that the town received an honorable mention in the category of Citizen Involvement for the 2010 PAW/APA Planning Awards.

Executive Session: None

 
Adjournment: Paul Rider made a motion for adjournment at 8:32 p.m. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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