Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
August 9, 2010
 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed, and Jason Miller.
Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter and Deputy Clerk Paula Mann.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Gail Boggs, John Boggs, Doug Gates, Valerie Stafford, Jim Hobbs, John Jensen, Carol Fabrick and Don Payne. 
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim gave a brief update on each of the projects they are working on. He stated that they received notification from the Department of Commerce regarding the award of a planning only grant for the preliminary design of the Limestone water lines. Jim also updated the council and mayor on the Transportation Improvement Board applications that have been submitted for funding the construction of the remaining Main Street sidewalk from Nellie Lane to Superior Avenue and also the School Sidewalk Project. He stated that Clint Ritter, a representative from the Transportation Improvement Board, had made a site visit and both projects had received high comments. Jim also reported that they should hear back within a couple months on both projects as to whether they have been approved or denied. He also stated that they had received support from the school district and the Skagit County Sheriffs for the School Sidewalk Project, which should greatly increase the town’s chances for receiving funding. He also reported on a possible grant from F.E.M.A. that could be utilized for the School Sidewalk Project and the possibility of an additional access to the school and airport. Jim also stated that they had received comments back from F.E.M.A. regarding the plans for the Baker River Road. He reported that those changes have been made and final plans have been sent to F.E.M.A and the Town for final review. He stated that once the approval is received from the Town and F.E.M.A on the plans, we can send out notice to those contractors on the Small Works Roster and get the project out to bid.  

Public Participation: John Roselli – EV Corridor: John gave a brief update on different meetings that he has attended with regard to the Electric Vehicle Corridor Proposal. He stated that he would like to get a letter of support from the Town. He reported that there would be two corridors: the EV corridor and the I-5 corridor. He reviewed the map of the proposed routes with the council and mayor,  and what towns the route would encompass. He stated that throughout the entire corridor it would service a population of around one million (1,000,000) people. He stated that as he seeks funding he would like to have a letter of support from the town. He stated that he will meet with the Puget Sound Regional Council and this letter would be important. Jason Miller questioned what the main hope of this proposal is; is it to actually have the town construct charging stations and what John sees the requirements for electric vehicles being in the future. John stated that he believes that by 2017 municipalities will be required to purchase or have only electric vehicles, and that the demand for electric vehicles from regular citizens is rapidly increasing. It was the consensus of the council to write a letter of interest and support for this proposal. 
Special Presentations:

 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported that there is a draft of the Sheriff’s contract in their packets for consideration for the 2011-2013 budget years. David Day stated that he had made a note already regarding the enforcement of the ordinances language. He stated that this section says “criminal infractions,” but that some of the ordinances the town has recently passed were civil. Mike Criner questioned the section regarding the use of the office space if the contract was canceled by either party and that the town may need the office space if it ever reinstates its own police force. Jack Mears stated that the Town reinstating its own police force is really just “pie in the sky.” Jason Miller stated that he believes it has more to do with political will if the town really wanted to reinstate its own police force. Paul Rider stated that from his experience, the Sheriffs are well worth what the town is paying them. He updated the council and mayor on training that he witnessed today and stated that if any of the East Detachment officers are half as qualified as what he witnessed today, the town is well off. Paul Rider stated that the officers on the East Detachment are highly trained and capable and encouraged all council members to participate in their ride-a-long program. Jason Miller stated that he would like to see language added to Exhibit A of the contract with regard to reporting on the actual 80 in-town hours. Jack Mears stated that he believes that the Sheriffs spend more than the required 80 hours in town. Further discussion ensued regarding priority calls and other miscellaneous calls. Jason Miller stated again that he would like language added to the contract as to some type of reporting for the 80 hours spent in town. Audience member John Boggs reported that when the contract was originally instated he had asked how these hours would be tracked. He stated that he was told that it would be too hard to track because the 80 hours are not just in town but within the 10-minute response area. Jason Miller stated that he would still like to see reporting language in the contract, and that if it’s impossible to do so, the result is a flawed contract and the town may as well choose not to renew. Mayor Wilson stated that he believes that they are being paid to keep the crime down, which is definitely being done. Paul Rider stated that he would like to make sure that at the very least an officer is present at the Council meetings. Further discussion ensued on the request to have a deputy present at the Council meetings versus requesting Sergeant Adams to be present. 

Mayor Wilson reported on a meeting that he had with Representative Rick Larsen with regard to the Public Safety Building. He stated that Representative Larsen suggested he call F.E.M.A. district 10 and request a meeting with them to discuss the Public Safety Building. He stated that he has called F.E.M.A district 10 to request a meeting to which he will also invite Rep. Rick Larsen and Sharon Dillon. He also stated that Jim Hobbs, Rich Philips and Alan Wilkins will be in attendance at that meeting. Mayor Wilson also stated that he had discussed with Rep. Rick Larsen the proposed new site for the building and the new vehicle that the town will receive. Mayor Wilson reported that he is hopeful that funding will be available from F.E.M.A. He also stated that Reichhardt & Ebe will begin with the topographic survey and get this site shovel ready for when funding does become available. 
Consent Agenda
· Town Council Workshop Minutes – AWC Training, July 8, 2010

· Town Council Minutes: July 26, 2010

· Claims Warrants: #25912-#25937

 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Sockeye Express: John Boggs reviewed the information that he had gathered regarding the repair or replacement of the Sockeye Express. He stated that after speaking with different council members and members of the community, he believes that most people would like to see the Sockeye Express repaired. John reported that after speaking with State Patrol, a trailer with people aboard would not be allowed to cross the highway. John continued to review the different options before the town and the estimated costs associated with these options. John stated that he believes the Sockeye Express should be sent out to a mechanic to repair non-routine and unscheduled upkeep to ensure that it’s functional when needed. He also stated that he believes a maintenance plan and budget should be specifically made for the Sockeye. He also reported on the need to look into fundraising and donations for the repair and upkeep of the Sockeye. He stated that he would also like to see that maintenance, policies and procedures are changed with regard to the Sockeye Express to ensure that this cost issue and all the other mechanical problems do not occur in the future. Discussion ensued regarding the engine that was offered by Don Payne and if the front could handle such an engine. John stated that the front is not sound enough to handle that particular engine. Further discussion ensued regarding all the issues, costs and problems associated with the Sockeye Express. Mayor Wilson stated that the town is currently waiting for cost estimates for all the repairs. He also apologized that there will be no way to have it ready for Cascade Days. Jason Miller stated that all the costs for repair are beginning to become more expensive than if the town bought a newer vehicle. Audience member Doug Gates stated that if more time was spent working on the Sockeye Express by the Public Works Department we wouldn’t be having these issues. Jason Miller stated that comment is not helpful for what is trying to be accomplished at this time. Discussion ensued regarding the option of buying something newer, painting it and decorating it to look similar to the current Sockeye Express. Mayor Wilson reported that once the repair bids are received all the issues will be discussed further. 

New Business: Utility Rate Study Estimate: Andrea Fichter explained the costs associated with the proposal. She stated that the proposed costs are for a complete study. She stated that the town could decide to do just a portion of the study for a lower cost. Discussion ensued regarding raising the rates and if the town really needed to spend the money on a study. Marla Reed stated because the town knows that rates need to be increased, the town should just increase them and not pay to have a study done. Andrea Fichter stated that a rate study is important to ensure that the correct rates are being charged and that many funding agencies require proper rate structures.

Audience member Don Payne stated that he probably pays more for water bills than anyone else in town. He stated that he already has renters who can’t pay as it is now and if the town raises the rates, it will hit him and renters harder.

Alan Wilkins updated on the new water laws and conservation laws that are coming into effect. He stated that every resident will have to have a meter by 2017. He also stated that these new laws are designed to encourage water conservation. He also explained the monitoring that will have to be conducted. 

Audience member Don Payne stated that having meters will increase his hardship even further. 

It was the consensus of the Council to get a cost estimate on doing the rate study only. 

Airport Insurance Renewal and Optional Coverage Increase: Discussion ensued regarding the current rate and coverage for the airport and the possible need for additional coverage. Marla Reed stated that if something was to happen at the airport, the damage would be severe. Further discussion ensued regarding the needed coverage and amount. 

Marla Reed made a motion to increase the coverage to $10 million with the terrorism coverage. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously with Jack Mears recused. 

Ordinance #666: Budget Amendment Parks:  Andrea Fichter explained the need for the budget amendment. She stated that the original budget for the Parks Fund did not include the extra expenditures for the Public Works Maintenance Worker that was hired in February or the additional costs for the Community Movie Nights. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve Ordinance #666. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution #2010-09, Fund Transfer:  Andrea Fichter explained the need for the transfer of funds and that this resolution directly correlates with the approval of Ordinance #666. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve Resolution #2010-09. Marla Reed and Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: Lone Star Building/Library Board: Alan Wilkins reported on the cost estimate for the placement of fencing around the Lone Star Building. It was the consensus of the council to install the fencing after Cascade Days. Mayor Wilson reminded everyone of the Lone Star Building Workshop on August 31 and the clean-up on Aug. 15. He also stated that employees from Cal Portland would like to do a walkthrough of the building before the next clean-up takes place. Jason Miller suggested that they come the day before or earlier in the day of the clean up, so that they won’t delay the clean-up volunteers’ efforts. 
Ordinances – Skagit County Sheriff Enforcement: David Day discussed the amendment to the noise disturbance ordinance and reviewed the ordinance with Mayor and Council. 

Paul Rider made a motion to approve ordinance #667. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Fireworks Show and Possible Ordinance Change: Andrea Fichter stated that she has sent out a request for costs on having the show run entirely by a pyrotechnic company.

EV Corridor: Nothing further. 

Time Capsule Placement and Sealing: Nothing new. 

Sewer Lien Update: David Day gave a brief update on the Johnson sewer lien foreclosure. He stated that Mr. Johnson had failed to appear in court or respond in any manner, so he will not receive any further notifications on the case.  David also stated that there are two other lien holders on this property. 
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner/Jack Mears: Jack Mears stated the Silent Bird Man Group will hold a barbeque on Aug. 19 at around 2 p.m., at the airport.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller thanked Corrina Koenig for the great job she did weeding the Town Center Sign. 

Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason Miller stated the next meeting is on August 11, 6 p.m. at the Pilots Lounge. He also reminded mayor and council of the Lone Star Building Workshop on August 31 at 6 p.m. at the High School Commons.
Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: None

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea Fichter questioned if the council would still like to hold another Clean-Up Day in September. She stated that it would cost the Town at a minimum, $5,000.00. It was the consensus of the Council not to hold another Clean-Up Day in September. She also reported that the Audit Exit Conference will take place on August 24 at 10 a.m. She stated that this will be a phone conference. She also stated that she was told the town would not receive any findings or management letters this year. She also reminded the mayor and council that she and Marla Reed will attend the grant writing workshop in Everett next Monday and Tuesday, and then she has budget training in Lynnwood on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan Wilkins reported that he had ordered the plates for the MBT. Alan stated the cost for the plates was $110.00 per plate for 50 plates, and that the base was going to be $3,000.00 to $3,500.00, for which the town’s insurance will pay. Mayor Wilson suggested that Alan contact Tim at BOSS and discuss this issue with him directly.  
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson announced the training that he has in September in Ellensburg. 
Announcements: Mayor Wilson thanked John Boggs for all the research he did for the repair of the Sockeye Express and he also thanked Don Payne for the offer of the engine. 
Executive Session: None

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 9:02 p.m. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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